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India and Trump Putin Summit

Alaskan winds, India and the Trump-Putin summit
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Context

d The Alaska Moment between U.S.
President Donald Trump and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
raised expectations for India
regarding sanctions relief and trade,
but the summit produced limited
benefits for New Delhi.



India’s Hopes and U.S. Responses
ThePrint
O India expected the U.S.-Russia
rapprochement to ease American pressure ; . i
on New Delhi's relations with Moscow, Dialogue & diplomacy’ only

particularly in oil imports and trade way forward, says MEA.OS it
negotiations. welcomes Trump-Putin’s

Alaska summit
d Instead of relief, the U.S. reiterated its plan
for 25% secondary sanctions on Indian
imports of Russian oil, along with

A
| T ' 2\
mMaintaining 25% reciprocal tariffs on Indian S L

exports.

d President Trump claimed to have mediated 1
the India-Pakistan ceasefire in May 2025,
contradicting the Modi government’s
narrative and further straining bilateral trust.




Structural Lessons for India’s Foreign Policy

A India’s over-reliance on leader-level diplomacy has yielded limited strategic gains, as

seen in the contrast between high-profile summits and unresolved disputes with both
the U.S. and China.

d Decision-making under President Trump remains highly personalized, with few
Institutional channels available for India to negotiate effectively.

d The absence of a senior U.S. envoy with deep knowledge of India complicates
navigation through turbulent phases of the bilateral relationship.

Strategic Course Correction for India

d India must reclaim bipartisan credibility in the U.S. by balancing ties with Republicans
and Democrats, avoiding over-association with one political faction.

d New Delhi's past acceptance of unilateral U.S. sanctions (e.g., Iran, Venezuela)

weakened its principles; resisting such pressures strengthens its credibility in
the Global South.

A India must explore reciprocal and calibrated responses to U.S. tariff barriers, remittance
taxes, and trade restrictions to safeguard its economic and strategic interests.



Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0

Easing business: Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0
tabled to decnmmahse 288 offences

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHL AUGUST 18

COMMERCE MINISTER Pryush
Cayalon Monday tabled the Jan
Vishwas [Amendment of
Provisions | Bill, 2025 that pro

poses the decriminalisation of
288 promisions relabing to mence
offencesin order to make doug
business easer.

The Commerce Ministry said
the 2025 Bill builds cn the fan
Vishwas Act of 2023 whach de
nminakwed 183 peovisions. The
2025 Bill has been referred toa
select committee which is ex
pectedto prepare a report an by
the first day of the next session.

The Bl proposes to amend
355 proasions inall. Besides the
288 proveacos that are peoposed
to be decnmenalzed, the Bl pro
pasestheamendment of 67 pro
vissons under the New Delh:
Maumicipal Counal (NDMC) Act,
1994 and Mator Vehacles Act,
1988 ro facilitate ease of lving,
the Ministry saxd ina statement

The government said the
proposals srohe removal of imy
prisonment clauses for manoe,
techrncal or procedural defaults
and have been replaced with
monetary penakics of Wamings

Torechice the pacdkaal burden
designated officershave beenem
powered to impese penalties
throeghadmenistrate peocesses

Four Acts — Tea Act, 1953,

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal in Lok Sabha on Monday. /1

Legal Metrology Act, 2009, Motar
Viehnches Act, 1988, and Dirugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940 — which
were part of Jan Vishwas Act,
ALz are proposed for further de
mminalisahon under the current
Bill, the government aid.

As many as47 provisons un
der the NDMC Act have beenpeo
posed foe amendments. The peo
pasal places the “rateable value
method of property tacwath Unit
Area Method {UWM) mtroducmg
atransparent and foemeda -based
system linkexi /57T, U
age and Jocation, “This will sim
plify assessment, rechice disare
tion, and enhance complance.” 2
merestry offioal sad

The amendments propesed
inthe 20 provisions of Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 wll provade
refaxabon aned clanty m comph

ance, including state wade vehi-
de registration instead of juris
diction-speafic.
Forinstance, the reporting pe
nodd for vehicle regastraticn can-
cellaton extended from 14 to 30
darys Insurer imtimation penod oo
transfer of msurance cerhficate
has been propesed to be ex
tended from 1400 30 days. “These
reforms aim to smplify proce
dures for chzens, snprove trans
parency mpeaper ty taation and
provxde relief i vehide related
complances,” the official saxl.
The offinal said thae that 11
offences under the Apprentxces
Act, 1961 like employer requir
Ing an apprentice to work over
time without approval of
Apprenticestup Adviser, refusal
to furnish infecmaton or return,
employing apprentice on work

WHAT'S IN THE BILL

W Advisory ar warning
to be issued for 76
offences under 10 Acts.

B imprisonment
dauses for minor,
technical or edural
defaules mpm with
manetary penalties or
warnings

B Penalties made
proportionate, with
graduated penalties for
repeated offences

B Designated officers
empowered to Impase
penalties through
administrative

processes, reducing
Judidal burden

B Automatic 104 rise
inpenalty every three
years to mamtain
deterrence without

legslative amendments

which is not connected to his
training. etc. which are carrently
perehable wath fine (31,000) are
peoposed to be convested to ad
visary for the firt contravention
and with censure or warmang or
penalty foe every subsequent
contravention

Why in News ?

d The Jan Vishwas (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
will be introduced in the Lok Sabha by
Union Minister Piyush Goyal.

d It aims to decriminalise minor offences,
amend over 350 provisions, and
promote ease of living and
business through trust-based governance.



Key Highlights of the Bill

‘Introduced by Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal in the Lok Sabha.
-Seeks to amend several enactments, decriminalising minor provisions.

*Over 350 provisions are proposed for amendment in different laws.

Part of the government’s reform drive to improve India’s business climate.
Builds on the Jan Vishwas Act, 2023, which decriminalised 183 provisions in 42 Central Acts.
Significance for Governance and Economy

‘Reduces regulatory burden for individuals and businesses.

‘Encourages a more investment-friendly climate.

‘Promotes ease of living by eliminating harsh penalties for minor offences.
-Strengthens legal certainty and supports government’'s reform narrative.

-Signals India’s shift towards modern, citizen-centric governance.



Jan Vishwas Act and Legal Reform Measures:

® JanVishwas Act, 2023: Removed
imprisonment/fines in many laws, converting some
into monetary penalties.

® Objective: To reduce criminal liability for trivial
offences and promote ease of doing business.

@® Legal Reforms: Over 40,000 compliances
abolished and 1,500 obsolete laws scrapped.

@® Prime Minister’s Vision: Eliminate outdated
laws that unnecessarily criminalise citizens.

® Governance Approach: Focus
on simplification, rationalisation, and trust-based
governance.

Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0

in Budget 2025-26, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the introduction of
Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0, which aims to:

« Decriminalize 100+ more provisions in existing
laws

* Replace criminal penalties with civil fines and
administrative actions for minor violations

The first Jan Vishwas Act (2023) had already
decriminalized over 180 legal provisions.




Amoebic Meningoencephalitis

Alert issued against amoebic meningoencephalitis in
Kozhikode; health dept. steps up awareness efforts

The Hindu Saxcay
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Context

0 The Health department in
BENGALURU Kerala’'s
Kozhikode has issued an alert
against primary amoebic
meningoencephalitis (PAM) In
the district in view of the
reporting of three cases of the
iInfection and a death in recent

days.



PAM (Primary Amoebic Meningoencephalitis)
Causative Organism - Naegleria fowleri
O Naegleria fowleri is a free-living amoeba, commonly known as the "brain-eating amoeba."

Q It thrives in warm freshwater bodies such as lakes, rivers, and poorly maintained swimming
pools.

d It is thermophilic (heat-loving) and can survive at temperatures up to 46°C, making global
warming a potential risk factor for its spread.

O It does not survive in salty water (seawater) and chlorinated pools with proper disinfection.
Mode of Transmission

0 The amoeba infects humans when contaminated water enters the nasal cavity, typically
during swimming, diving, or water sports.

0 From the nasal passages, it migrates along the olfactory nerve to the brain.

d It is not transmitted person-to-person, making it a non-communicable disease.



Pathogenesis and Fatality

O Once in the brain, Naegleria fowleri rapidly Ngl(”
destroys brain tissue, causing :
inflammation and swelling.

O The disease progresses extremely fast:
early flu-like symptoms advance to
neurological dysfunction, coma, and death
within days.

O The case fatality rate is over 97%, with only
a handful of survivors reported worldwide.

Treatment Protocols
Q There is no universally effective

treatment. Most cases remain fatal despite
interventions.

rain. The amoeb

MENINGEAL
MEMBRANE
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Global Food security through India

The path to ending global hunger runs through India

ith ghohal chronic undernourishment

now on a downward trend, the workd

is eginning to turn a cormer inits
fight against hunger. The United Mations' newly
released The State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World 3025 reports that 673 million people
(8.2% of the world's population) were
undernourished in 2024, This is down from 635
million in 2023, Although we have not yet
returned to pre-pandemic levels (7.3% in 2008),
this reversal marks a welcome shift from the
sharp rise experienced during COVID-19.

India has played a decisive role in this glohal
progress. The gains are the result of policy
investments in food security and nuerition,
increasingly driven by digital technology, smarter
governance, and improved service delivery.

Hevised estimates using the latest Mational
Sample Survey data on househodd consumption
show that the prevalence of undernourishment in
India declined from 14.3% in 2020-22 to 1Z%in
2022-24. In absolute terms, this means 30 million
fewer people living with hunger — an impressive
achievement considering the scale of the
population and the depth of disruption caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The transformation of the PDS

At the centre of this progress is Indias Puhblic
Distribution System, which has undergone a
prfound transformation. The system has been
revitalised through digitalisation,
Aadhaar-enabled targeting, real-time imentory
tracking, and biometric authentication. The
rollout of electronic point-ofsale systems and the
One Matkon One Ration Card platform have made
entitlements portable across the country, which
is particularly crucial for internal migrants and
vulnerable howuseholds.

Maximo Torero
Cullen

e Chief Economist,
the Food and
HAgricufture
Organizaticn of the
United Matiores [Fad)

India's decisive
role in the the
waorlds hght
against hunger
is a resule of its
policy
investments in
Tood securily
and nutrition

These innovations allowed India to rapidly
scale up food support during the pandernic and
to continue to ensure access o subsidised staples
fior more than S04 million people.

Mow, progress on calories must give way to
progress on nutritkon. The cost of a healthy diet
in India remains unaffordable for over 60% of the
population, driven by high prices of
nutrient-dense foods, inadequate cold chains,
and inefficient market linkages. That said, India
has begun investing in improving the quality of
calories. For example, the Pradhan Maneri
Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN)
schoodfeeding scheme, launched in 202, and the
Integrated Child Development Services are now
foscusing on dietary diversity and nutrition
sensitivity, laying the foundation for long-term
improvements in child development and public
health.

Mew data in the UN report also shows progress
the country has made in making healthy diets
mare affordable despite food inflation.

What is happening underscores a larger
structural challenge: even as hunger falls,
malnutrition, ohesity, and micronutrient
deficiencies are rising. This is especially so among
poor urban and rural populations.

The agrifood system needs transformation
India can meet this challenge by transforming its
agrifood system. This means boosting the
production and the affordability of nutrient-rich
fiooeds such as pulses, fruits, vegetables, and
animalsource products, which are often out of
reach for low-income families. It abso means
investing in post-harvest infrastructure such as
cold storage and digital logistics systems, to
reduce the estimated 13% of food lost between
farm and market. These losses directly affect food

availability and afordability.

In addition, India should further strengthen
support for women-led food enterprises and local
cooperatives, including Farmer Producer
Orpanizations (FPOs), especially those cultivating
climate-resilient crops, as these can enhance both
nutrition and livelihoods.

Inclia must continwe o invest in s digital
advantage to drive the transformation of its
agrifood systems. Platforms such as AgriStack,
e-MAM, and geospatial data tools can strengthen
market access, improve agricubtural planning,
and enhance the delivery of nutrition-sensitive
imterventions.

A symbaol of hope

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Mations (FAQ) notes that the progress of
India in agrifood system transformation s not just
national imperatives; they are global
comtributions. As a leader among developing
countries, India is well-positioned to share its
imnovations in digital povernance, social
protection, and data-driven agriculoure with
others across the Global South. India’s experience
shows that reducing hunger is not only possible
but that it can be scaled when backed by palitical
will, smart investment, and inclusion.

With just five vears left to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), including 306 2 (Zero
Hunger} on ending hunger, India’s recent
performance gives this writer hope. But
sustaining this momentum will require a shift
from delivering sustenance to delivering
nutrition, resilience, and opportunity.

The hunger clock is ticking. India is no longer
just feeding itself. The path to ending ghobal
hunger runs through India, and its continued
leadership is essential to getting us there.

Context

d The UN State of Food Security
and Nutrition in the World
2025 Report highlights India’s
decisive role in reducing
global undernourishment,
with national hunger
prevalence declining to 12% in
2022-24.



Decline in Undernourishment

Q Undernourishment fell globally to 673 million people (8.2%) in 2024, marking a
reversal of the pandemic-induced spike.

d India reduced undernourishment from 3% (2020-22) to 12% (2022-24), translating
into 30 million fewer people facing hunger.

Q Policy investments in digital governance, targeted delivery, and nutrition-sensitive
programs underpinned these improvements.

Transformation of India’s Food Systems
A Public Distribution System (PDS) Modernisation Digitisation, Aadhaar-enabled
authentication, real-time tracking, and One Nation One Ration Card enabled food

portability for 800 million people.

d Schemes such as PM POSHAN and ICDS have shifted focus from calorie sufficiency to
dietary diversity and child nutrition.

A Despite progress, over 60% of Indians cannot afford a healthy diet due to high prices
of nutrient-dense foods and inadequate cold chains.



The Road Ahead for Agrifood Transformation

d Expanding production and affordability
of pulses, fruits, vegetables, and
animal-source foods is essential for
balanced nutrition.

Qd Investments in cold chains, digital
logistics, and support for FPOs and
women-led enterprises can reduce food
loss and enhance livelihoods.

A Through innovations like AgriStack, e-
NAM, and data-driven agriculture, India
can guide other developing nations in
meeting SDG-2: Zero Hunger.
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