


Topics for Today

1. No Timelines for President and Governors on bills.

2. India's Fisheries and Aqua culture and it's Promising course.

3. Is Air pollution a south Asian Crisis.

4. What causes volcanic eruption and why are some eruptions are 
explosive in nature.



No Timelines for President and Governors 
on Bills

Syllabus

General Studies paper II

• Structure, organization and 
functioning of the Executive and the 
Judiciary—Ministries and 
Departments of the Government; 
pressure groups and formal/informal 
associations and their role in the 
Polity.



Context

The Supreme Court issued a 
significant opinion on the 16th 
Presidential Reference, clarifying 
that courts cannot impose fixed 
timelines or presume deemed 
consent for Bills pending with 
the President or Governors, while 
also warning constitutional 
authorities against prolonged and 
evasive inaction. 





Key Supreme Court Observations and Rationale:

❑ The Constitution Bench held that the judiciary cannot bind the President or Governors to 
uniform timeframes for approving State Bills, as this would intrude into executive 
discretion and violate the separation of powers, a part of the basic structure doctrine. 

❑ The court stated that imposing a “one-size-fits-all” deadline or assuming deemed 
assent would amount to usurpation of gubernatorial functions, undermining 
constitutional intent. 

❑ The Bench, led by CJI B.R. Gavai, emphasised that judicial directions cannot override the 
constitutional scheme governing assent to Bills.

❑ At the same time, it clarified that the President and Governors cannot justify endless 
inaction, as withholding decisions indefinitely frustrates the legislature’s democratic 
mandate. 

❑ The Reference came soon after the April judgment fixing a three-month limit for 
disposing of pending Bills, prompting the need for clarity on constitutional boundaries. 



Court’s Guidance on Governor’s Powers under Article 200

❑ The SC explained that a Governor has three options under Article 200—grant assent, 
reserve the Bill for Presidential consideration, or return the Bill (if not a Money Bill) 
with comments for reconsideration. 

❑ The Governor cannot “sit” on a Bill without returning it, as doing so 
violates federalism and weakens the powers of State Legislatures. 

❑ Judicial review cannot assess the merits of a Governor’s decision but can address 
cases of unexplained, indefinite inaction through a limited mandamus. 

❑ Such mandamus can direct the Governor to act within a reasonable period, without 
dictating the decision itself. 

❑ The Governor remains protected under Article 361, granting immunity from personal 
judicial proceedings. 



About Presidential References & Article 200:

• Presidential Reference (Article 143) allows the President to seek the Supreme 
Court’s opinion on questions of law or public importance; this case was 
the 16th such reference.

• Article 200 governs gubernatorial assent and ensures a dialogic 
process between the Governor and State Legislature when a Bill is returned.

• Courts can intervene only in cases of constitutional stagnation, not to evaluate 
policy choices.

• The Doctrine of Separation of Powers restricts the judiciary from performing 
executive functions like granting or assuming assent.

• Federalism demands that Governors act in harmony with elected legislatures, 
not override or delay their decisions arbitrarily.



Air Pollution South Asia's crisis
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• Important Geophysical phenomena 
such as earthquakes, Tsunami, 
Volcanic activity, cyclone etc., 
geographical features and their location-
changes in critical geographical features 
(including water-bodies and ice-caps) 
and in flora and fauna and the effects of 
such changes.

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/earthquake/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/tsunami/


Why in the News ?

❑ The 2024 India–Pakistan Smog renewed 
concerns about escalating air 
pollution across South Asia, with Delhi and 
Lahore recording some of the world’s worst AQI 
levels. 

❑ Reports from Greenpeace (2023), UNEP 
(2023), World Bank (2023), and The 
Lancet highlight the severe environmental, 
health, and economic consequences, demanding 
coordinated, long-term regional solutions



What Makes Air Pollution a South Asian Crisis :

❑ Cross-Border Nature: The Indo-Gangetic Plain’s fixed topography traps 
pollutants, making the entire region—India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal—highly 
vulnerable.

❑ World Bank (2023) Data: 9 of the 10 most polluted cities globally lie in South 
Asia, making it the world’s worst-performing region on air quality.

❑ Regional Commonality of Causes: All South Asian nations share similar 
development patterns—rapid urbanisation, vehicular congestion, industrial 
clusters.

❑ Airshed Concept: IIT Bhubaneswar studies stress that the region behaves 
like one interconnected airshed, requiring joint governance mechanisms.

❑ Countries Less Affected: Only Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bhutan have relatively 
manageable AQI due to favourable geography and lower industrial density.



Key Drivers Behind South Asia’s Air Pollution :

❑ Anthropogenic Sources: As highlighted by 
the Greenpeace 2023 Report, pollution largely comes 
from industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust, 
and solid-fuel burning.

❑ Urbanisation Pressure: The shift toward concrete 
cities, loss of green cover, and rampant construction 
reduce natural ventilation.

❑ Agricultural Practices: Stubble burning in Punjab–
Haryana–Pakistan regions continues despite 
alternative measures.

❑ Vehicular Explosion: Rapid rise in private vehicles with 
limited investment in public transport or non-
motorised mobility

❑ Poor Waste Management: Open waste burning remains 
a major contributor in Tier-1 and Tier-2 cities.



Economic, Social and Health Impacts on India :

❑ Economic Burden: According to The Lancet, India lost 36% of GDP in 2019 due to 
premature deaths and illnesses linked to air pollution.

❑ Healthcare Costs: High AQI levels force India to spend around 3% of GDP on 
healthcare and productivity losses.

❑ Labour Productivity Decline: Chronic respiratory diseases reduce workforce 
participation, especially among informal sector workers.

❑ Human Development Concerns: Low-income groups, farmers, children, and elderly 
populations face highest vulnerability.

❑ Environmental Justice Issues: Pollution is disproportionately borne by the poor, 
raising concerns of health equity and fairness.



Way Forward :

❑ Airshed-Level Governance Model: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal must build a South 
Asian Clean Air Framework, similar to the EU Air Quality Directive.

❑ Stronger Regional Diplomacy: Environmental cooperation should be prioritised despite bilateral 
tensions; SAARC and BIMSTEC platforms can be revived.

❑ Agriculture Reforms: Incentivising crop diversification, promoting Happy Seeders, and de-
centralising biomass markets can reduce stubble burning.

❑ Urban Mobility Transition: Expand public transport, promote electric buses, cycling 
infrastructure, and congestion pricing.

❑ Industrial Clean-Up: Mandatory adoption of end-of-pipe technologies, emission trading 
schemes, and stricter environmental audits.

❑ Nature-Based Solutions: Create urban forests, wetlands, and green buffers to improve natural 
ventilation and filtration.



Mount Semeru Eruption
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• Important Geophysical phenomena 
such as earthquakes, Tsunami, 
Volcanic activity, cyclone etc., 
geographical features and their location-
changes in critical geographical features 
(including water-bodies and ice-caps) 
and in flora and fauna and the effects of 
such changes.
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Context of news ?

❑ Indonesia’s Mount Semeru, one of the most 
active volcanoes in the country, erupted 
again on Wednesday, releasing hot ash 
clouds and volcanic debris. 

❑ The eruption has renewed focus on 
the causes of volcanic activity and why 
certain volcanoes are more explosive than 
others. 



How Volcanic Eruptions Occur:

❑ Volcanic eruptions are driven by heat movement beneath Earth’s crust, where 
temperatures are high enough to melt rocks into magma.

❑ Since magma is lighter than surrounding solid rock, it gradually rises and accumulates 
in magma chambers close to the surface.

❑ As these chambers fill, they exert intense pressure on surrounding rock layers, eventually 
causing magma to push through cracks and fissures.

❑ Once the magma reaches the surface, it erupts as lava, marking a full volcanic event.

❑ Mount Semeru’s eruption involved ash plumes and pyroclastic material, typical of 
volcanoes with high-pressure magma buildup. 

❑ The impact of such eruptions on local communities can be severe, sometimes leading to 
mass internal relocations.



Why Some Volcanoes Are More Explosive

❑ The explosiveness of a volcano depends primarily on the composition and 
viscosity of the magma.

❑ Thin, runny magma allows gases to escape more smoothly, resulting in gentle 
lava flows, like those observed in Hawaiian volcanoes.

❑ Thick, viscous magma traps gases, increasing internal pressure and leading 
to violent, explosive eruptions.

❑ During such eruptions, magma is blasted upward, cooling rapidly into tephra, 
ranging from fine ash to massive boulder-sized fragments.

❑Mount Semeru often produces such explosive eruptions due to its gas-rich, 
sticky magma, which prevents gases from escaping easily. 
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