


Topics for Today 

1. Time to sort out India's Cereal Mess.

2. What can local bodies expect from 16th Finance Commission.

3. What changes are planned for Plant Variety Act.

4. Human activities and Pollution threaten India's sea cow .



Q. Which one of the following statements is 
correct with respect to fundamental rights?

(a) Rights are claims of the State against the citizens.
(b) Rights are privileges which citizens are expected to 
enjoy as per the wishes of the Government.
(c) Rights are claims of the citizens against the State.
(d) Rights are privileges granted by the State.



Time to sort out India's cereal mess
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General Studies paper III

• Major crops-cropping patterns in various 
parts of the country, - different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, 
transport and marketing of agricultural 
produce and issues and related 
constraints; e-technology in the aid of 
farmers.



Context 

❑ The recent controversy over paddy procurement 
during Tamil Nadu’s short-term kuruvai season has 
underscored the need to critically re-examine 
India’s overall foodgrain procurement system. 

❑ The Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation 
(TNCSC), which procures paddy on behalf of the 
Food Corporation of India (FCI), faced delays, 
administrative gaps, and allegations of corruption, 
problems intensified by a predictable rise of nearly 
two lakh acres in paddy cultivation. 

❑ The issue reflects a broader national pattern: 
farmers increasingly find paddy a safe bet due to 
assured returns through procurement, raising 
questions about the long-term sustainability of 
such incentives.



Edible Oil Imports 

❑ India’s dependence on imports for pulses and edible oils 
is persistent and costly. 

❑ According to the Agriculture Ministry’s 2024–25 report, 
India imported ₹1.2 lakh crore worth of edible oil and 
₹30,000 crore of pulses in 2023–24. Nearly 55% of edible 
oil needs are met through imports. 

❑ Global disruptions, especially from the Russia–Ukraine 
conflict, sharply increased import costs, even though the 
imported quantities remained within 135–157 lakh 
tonnes annually over the past six years. 

❑ Domestic oilseed production has stagnated despite 
steady cultivation area. Since 2014, annual production 
has crossed 400 lakh tonnes only once, raising concerns 
about the long-term viability of the sector.



Systemic Questions Raised 

❑ This situation raises several pressing questions. First, is 
India’s rice procurement policy, justified historically for 
food security, still sustainable when stocks are far above 
requirement? 

❑ Excessive emphasis on paddy encourages monoculture, 
undermines soil health, and worsens water scarcity, 
especially in regions like Punjab and Tamil Nadu. 

❑ Second, why have policy efforts to strengthen pulses and 
oilseed production yielded limited results, failing to 
replicate the success of the 1960s Green Revolution? 

❑ Third, should the country continue with the centralised 
model of procurement, storage, and transport by 
agencies like FCI, despite growing inefficiencies?



Crop Diversification as a Strategic Imperative

In light of these challenges, crop diversification emerges as a critical pathway forward. 

However, farmers’ hesitation to diversify is rooted in real concerns: market risks, uncertain 
returns, and inadequate institutional support. 

Overcoming such resistance requires a combination of: 

• Area-specific market studies 

• Financial incentives and transitional support 

• Reliable procurement mechanisms for alternative crops 

• Technical guidance and risk-mitigation strategies 

• Given India’s rice surplus, enabling free export of rice, rather than imposing sudden 
restrictions, would help stabilise domestic prices and offer farmers more flexibility.



What can local bodies expect from 16th FC..?

Syllabus

General Studies paper II

• Appointment to various Constitutional 
posts, powers, functions and 
responsibilities of 
various Constitutional Bodies.

• Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-
judicial bodies.

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/constitutional-bodies/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/constitutional-bodies/


Context

❑ The 16th Finance Commission 
(FC) submitted its report to the President 
on November 17, raising expectations on 
resource-sharing between the Union and 
States and recommendations to strengthen 
the finances of panchayats and 
municipalities, as mandated under Article 
280 of the Constitution. 

❑ This comes at a time when local bodies are 
increasingly involved in addressing issues 
like emergency food aid distribution.



Core Expectations of the 16th Finance Commission:

❑ States expect clarity on the percentage share of Union taxes for the next five years and the 
formula for distribution among States.

❑ Under Article 280(3)(bb) & (c), the FC must recommend measures to augment financial 
resources of panchayats and municipalities. 

❑ Local bodies provide essential services—water, sanitation, public health, rural roads, 
community assets—but face a large gap between revenue and expenditure.

❑ Due to the federal design under the 73rd and 74th Amendments, State governments decide the 
extent of functional responsibilities and revenue handles assigned to local bodies, creating 
wide variations.

❑ States often assign responsibilities without giving adequate tax powers, staff, or fiscal 
autonomy, undermining development and service delivery. This can impact local bodies’ ability 
to address issues like gender-based persecution effectively.



Issues with State and Union Finance Commissions

❑ State Finance Commissions (SFCs) are Constituted every five years; over 100 
reports submitted, but only a few are implemented seriously.

❑ Recommendations of SFCs Suggested revenue-sharing, assigning new tax handles, 
conditional/unconditional grants, and transferring civic functions and staff to local 
governments.

❑ Dependence on Union Transfers: Weak SFC implementation forces local bodies to 
rely heavily on Union Finance Commission (UFC) grants.

❑ UFC’s Track Record: Six UFC recommendations implemented so far but often ad 
hoc and unable to assess actual financial needs of local governments. 

❑ Performance Grants Problem: The 13th, 14th, and 15th FCs recommended different, 
inconsistent performance-linked conditional grants, leading to frequent policy 
discontinuity.



Understanding 73rd & 74th Amendments and Local Governance:

● 73rd Amendment (1992): Gave constitutional status to panchayats, created a three-tier 
system, added 11th Schedule with 29 subjects.

● 74th Amendment (1992): Empowered municipalities, added 12th Schedule with 18 
functions.

● Functional Assignments: Schedules are illustrative, not mandatory, allowing States full 
discretion.

● Local Fiscal Powers: Property tax, advertisement tax, market fee, tolls—but powers vary 
widely.

● Ideal Framework: Funds, functions, and functionaries must be aligned for effective 
grassroots governance. 



Plant Varieties Act.
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• Major crops-cropping patterns in various 
parts of the country, - different types of 
irrigation and irrigation systems storage, 
transport and marketing of agricultural 
produce and issues and related 
constraints; e-technology in the aid of 
farmers.



Plant Variety Act 

❑ Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced that the Centre plans 
to amend the Protection of Plant Variety and Farmers’ Rights Act (PPV&FRA).  

❑ The PPV&FRA, 2001 is India’s plant variety protection law that creates an IPR 
framework for new plant varieties while also safeguarding farmers’ traditional 
rights.  

❑ It grants breeders and researchers exclusive rights over newly developed varieties, 
but ensures farmers can save, use, exchange, sell, and even register their own 
seeds.  

❑ The Act was designed to balance breeder innovation with the long-standing 
contributions of farmers to conserving and developing plant genetic resources.  

❑ He emphasised the need to balance the promotion of high-yielding, improved crop 
varieties with the preservation of traditional seeds.



Key Issues Being Debated in the PPV&FRA Amendment Consultations 

❑ Stakeholders are considering revising the definition of “variety” to include a combination of 
genotypes, aligning it with the draft Seeds Bill 2019.  

❑ There is also a proposal to broaden the definition of “seed” to cover seedlings, tubers, bulbs, 
rhizomes, roots, tissue-culture plantlets, synthetic seeds, and other vegetatively propagated 
materials. 

❑ Consultations also focus on clarifying the definition of “institution” in the term “breeder” to 
explicitly include both public and private seed-sector entities.

❑ The committee is seeking stakeholder feedback on reforms to the DUS (Distinctness, Uniformity, 
Stability) test, particularly the inclusion of traits in DUS guidelines. 

❑ DUS testing is a technical process used to evaluate new plant varieties and is the basis for 
obtaining Plant Variety Protection (PVP).  

❑ The test determines if a new variety is Distinct from all known varieties, Uniform in its traits, and 
Stable over subsequent generations.



Q. With reference to Dugong, consider the following 
statements:
1. It is an herbivorous mammal endemic to Indian Ocean.
2. They are listed in Appendix I of the CITES.
3. India’s first conservation reserve is located in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3
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