




A China-led trilateral nexus

Context

❑ Last week, China, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh held their first trilateral 
meeting in Kunming, China. 

❑ The discussions focused on furthering 
cooperation and the possibilities of 
deeper engagement. 

❑ This meeting closely follows another 
trilateral meeting between China, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan, held in 
May, to extend the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor.



The China-Pakistan Nexus: A Strategic Alliance Against India

❑ The 1962 India-China war catalysed an enduring strategic partnership between China and 
Pakistan, aimed at countering India’s regional influence. 

❑ Post-war, China identified Pakistan as a key ally to engage India with immediate 
security threats, thereby limiting New Delhi’s ability to challenge Beijing’s interests, 
security, and global status.

❑ Pakistan’s reliance on China has deepened over the decades, with significant economic 
and military support shaping its strategic posture. 

❑ By the end of 2024, Pakistan’s debt to China exceeded $29 billion, primarily for 
infrastructure and investments. It is estimated that over 80% of Pakistan’s arms imports 
are from China.

❑ China has consistently protected Pakistan on international platforms, notably shielding 
Pakistan-backed terrorists at the United Nations Security Council. 

❑ This camaraderie was largely visible during India’s Operation Sindoor in May 2025, 
following the Pakistan-sponsored Pahalgam terror attack.



Resurfacing Strategic Manoeuvres: The Trilateral Threat

❑ The concept of leveraging regional countries against India is not new. In 1965, Pakistan 
explored using East Pakistan, China, and Nepal to threaten India’s strategic Siliguri Corridor. 

❑ India’s decisive responses to Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks in Uri (2016), Pulwama 
(2019), and Pahalgam (2025) have signalled a shift from tolerance of Pakistan’s nuclear 
blackmail. 

❑ Measures like suspending the Indus Waters Treaty, halting trade, restricting port access, 
and targeting military installations have weakened Pakistan’s military confidence.

❑ India’s pragmatic engagement and domestic politics of the region have slowed down 
China’s momentum in South Asia. 

❑ In the Maldives, President Muizzu’s initial anti-India stance has shifted toward reliance on 
New Delhi for economic stability. 

❑ Nepal’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects with China face funding disputes, while Sri 
Lanka’s President Dissanayake has prioritised ties with India.



China’s Regional Ambitions and India’s Countermeasures:

❑ China’s push for trilaterals with Afghanistan and Bangladesh reflects its 
anxieties over India’s growing influence. 

❑ Post-2021 and 2024 regime changes, both Afghanistan and Bangladesh have 
tilted toward Pakistan and China, raising concerns about new terror and 
security challenges.

❑ South Asian nations face the challenge of balancing relations with India and 
China, as Beijing leverages Pakistan to complicate regional dynamics.

❑ The developments in the region demonstrate, once again, that China, and not 
Pakistan, is India’s biggest challenge. 

❑On its part, Delhi will have to continue to express redlines and convey the point 
that any misadventures by its neighbours could have severe economic, military, 
and political costs.



Court of Arbitration's ruling on J&K Dams

Context

❑ India rejected the supplemental award 
by the Court of Arbitration on 
Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric 
projects, saying that it “never 
recognised” the Court of Arbitration, 
which is a “serious breach” of the 
Indus Waters Treaty, which has been 
put “at abeyance” after the April 22 
terror attack in Pahalgam.



Recent Dispute: Kishenganga and Ratle Hydropower Projects

❑ These Projects are located in Jammu and Kashmir, on tributaries of the Jhelum and Chenab 
rivers (Western rivers).

❑ Pakistan raised objections to the design and technical aspects of these projects, alleging 
violations of the Indus Water treaty provisions.

❑ Pakistan approached the World Bank to establish a Court of Arbitration to resolve these 
technical disputes.

India’s position:

❑ India’s stance regarding this Court of Arbitration was that it was a “unilateral action” by 
Pakistan to approach the World Bank.

❑ India has never recognised the legitimacy of the Court of Arbitration, calling it an “illegal” 
body.

❑ The MEA reminded that after the Pahalgam terror attack, India has exercised “its rights as a 
sovereign nation under international law” and placed the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance.



Indus Waters Treaty (IWT):

❑ Signed in 1960 between India and Pakistan, 
brokered by the World Bank.

❑ It allocates waters of the Indus River 
system:

❑ Eastern rivers (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi) to India.

❑ Western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) to 
Pakistan.

❑ Establishes a mechanism for dispute 
resolution through bilateral talks, a 
Permanent Indus Commission, or neutral 
experts, with the Court of Arbitration as a 
last resort.



Sustainable Development Report 2025

Context:

❑ India has, for the first time, ranked in the top 100 (99th) in 
the Sustainable Development Report (SDR) 2025 released 
by the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
(SDSN), marking its 10th edition.

❑ The Sustainable Development Report is the world’s most 
authoritative ranking on progress towards SDGs for 193 UN 
member states.

❑ Top Rankers: Finland (1st), Sweden (2nd), Denmark (3rd)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/06/19/reports-in-news-19/#:~:text=The%20Sustainable%20Development%20Solutions%20Networ,%2C%20Paris%2C%20and%20Kuala%20Lumpur.


Economic and Social Development

❑ Poverty Reduction (SDG 1): India has made significant strides in poverty reduction, 
improving its SDSN ranking from 110th in 2016 to 99th in 2023 among 167 nations. 

❑ Proxy data indicate a substantial decline in poverty, nearly halving from 22% in 2012 
(NSSO data) to 12% in 2023 (World Bank estimates).

❑ Zero Hunger (SDG 2): Despite progress in poverty alleviation, achieving zero hunger 
remains a challenge. The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-21) reports 
stunting at 35.5%, a marginal improvement from 38.4% (NFHS-4, 2015-16), and wasting 
reduced from 21.0% to 19.3%.

❑ It also reveals the wide disparity between income groups and rural and urban areas in 
access to a nutritious diet.

❑ Rising Obesity Concerns: Obesity in the working age population (15-49 years) has 
almost doubled between 2006 and 2021, and is concentrated in wealthier urban areas. 

❑ This trend highlights the dual burden of malnutrition, where undernutrition coexists 
with overnutrition, necessitating targeted public health interventions.



Infrastructure and Technological Advancements

❑ Electricity Access (SDG 7): India has achieved near-universal household electrification 
over the past two decades, a significant milestone under SDG 7. However, the quality of 
power and duration vary vastly based on regions and urban/rural fault lines.

❑ Renewable Energy Growth: India ranks as the fourth-largest deployer of renewable 
energy, primarily solar and wind, reflecting its commitment to sustainable energy.

❑ Digital and Financial Inclusion (SDG 9): Infrastructure development under SDG 9 has 
been bolstered by rapid mobile penetration and financial inclusion through UPI-linked 
digital payment systems. 

❑ However, the COVID-19 pandemic exposed significant gaps in rural internet connectivity.

Governance and Institutional Challenges

Governance and Rule of Law (SDG 16): India’s performance in governance and the rule of 
law (SDG 16) has been a weak link throughout the Modi years. Persistent challenges in 
ensuring transparent and accountable governance structures limit progress in sustainable 
development.



Assam Mizoram draft rules to curb illegal 
immigration

Context

❑ The two northeastern States, Assam and 
Mizoram, have toughened their stand on 
identification documents to curb unauthorised 
cross-border movements of Bangladesh and 
Myanmar nationals.



Assam’s Aadhaar Policy:

❑ The Assam government to issue Aadhaar 
cards to adult citizens only through District 
Commissioners (DCs).

❑ Aimed at making it difficult for illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants to obtain Aadhaar, 
facilitating their detection and deportation.

❑ Assam has achieved 100% Aadhaar 
coverage, prompting stricter measures for 
new applications.

❑ Additional Measures: Since April 2025, 
individuals not applying for inclusion in the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) are 
barred from obtaining Aadhaar.



Mizoram’s Policy on Myanmar Refugees:

❑ The Mizoram Government plans to retain 
the identity cards of Myanmar nationals 
to regulate movement across the border.

Implementation:

❑ Identity cards to be collected from 
Myanmar nationals during their stay in 
Mizoram.

❑ Strict action, including seizure of IDs, 
against those misusing refugee status.

❑Biometric data collection of Myanmar 
nationals entering Mizoram initiated to 
enhance monitoring.
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