




US Sanctions on Russian Oil

CONTEXT ?

❑ India has cautioned against U.S.-
backed sanctions targeting buyers 
of Russian oil, following a 
proposed Russian Sanctions Act, 2025. 

❑ The Bill seeks to impose 500% 
duties on countries like India, China, 
and Brazil, triggering diplomatic 
responses and debates over energy 
security.



India Responds to U.S. and NATO Pressure

❑ The proposed Russian Sanctions Act, 2025, 
introduced in the U.S. Congress, seeks 500% ad 
valorem duties on countries trading in Russian oil and 
petro-products.

❑ NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte warned India, 
China, and Brazil to stop buying Russian energy or 
face tariffs.

❑ MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stressed 
India’s energy needs and warned against “double 
standards” in global diplomacy.

❑ Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri stated India would 
“deal with sanctions” if passed and highlighted India’s 
shift from 27 to 40 oil source countries.



Equal Inheritance Rights

Context ?

❑ In a landmark ruling that has become major india 
news, the Supreme Court declared that tribal 
women cannot be denied ancestral property solely 
based on gender. 

❑ This judgement ensures constitutional 
equality in tribal inheritance cases and reverses 
earlier rulings that had upheld patriarchal 
customs over women’s rights, marking a significant 
step forward for tribal women inheritance.



Supreme Court’s Key Observations and Ruling

❑ The Supreme Court bench, comprising Justices Sanjay Karol and Joymalya Bagchi, ruled 
in favour of a Scheduled Tribe (ST) woman from Chhattisgarh claiming inheritance from 
her maternal grandfather, highlighting the importance of tribal women inheritance rights.

❑ It held that gender-based denial of property to tribal women is unconstitutional and 
unjust, challenging traditional male-dominated inheritance practices.

❑ The Court stated that equal rights for women must be upheld in tribal succession, even in 
the absence of codified personal laws, emphasizing the need for gender equality in tribal 
communities.

❑ It criticized lower courts for expecting women to prove the existence of inclusive 
customs, instead of requiring the opposing party to prove exclusionary customs that favor 
male inheritance.

❑ The ruling emphasized that customs cannot override constitutional guarantees, 
especially Article 14 and Article 15(1), which protect the inheritance rights of tribal 
women.



Broader Implications for Tribal Gender Justice

❑ The verdict sets a progressive precedent for gender equality in tribal communities, 
where inheritance is often governed by unwritten customs that have historically favored 
male heirs.

❑ It dismantles the patriarchal assumption that women are excluded from succession by 
default in tribal societies, challenging long-standing male-centric practices.

❑ The ruling reinforces that constitutional principles override unjust traditions, especially 
in matters of livelihood and property, ensuring that tribal women inheritance rights are 
protected.

❑ It calls for scrutiny of customary practices that deny equal rights, especially when not 
codified or legally recognized, potentially leading to more equitable tribal inheritance 
systems.

❑ This judgment may trigger greater awareness and assertion of property rights by tribal 
women across India, empowering them to claim their rightful inheritance.



About the Tribal Laws and Constitutional Protections:

● Hindu Succession Act, 1956, does not apply to Scheduled Tribes, leaving succession to be governed 
by tribal customs unless otherwise legislated.

● Article 14 of the Indian Constitution guarantees equality before law, forming the basis of the SC’s 
judgment on tribal women inheritance.

● Article 15(1) prohibits the State from discriminating on grounds of sex, relevant in denying property to 
women, including tribal women.

● The principle of justice, equity, and good conscience applies when customary law is silent or 
unclear on matters such as tribal women inheritance.

● Tribal autonomy in personal laws cannot justify discrimination or the denial of fundamental rights, 
including inheritance rights for tribal women.



Poshan Tracker App

Context

❑ Anganwadi workers in 
Haryana are facing technical 
challenges in registering 
pregnant and lactating 
women on the Poshan 
Tracker app, delaying access 
to nutritional benefits under 
the Poshan Abhiyaan 
scheme.



Poshan Tracker App

❑ Developed by the Union Ministry of Women and 
Child Development (MWCD), the Poshan Tracker is a 
real-time digital tool for monitoring service delivery 
and nutritional outcomes under 
the PoshanAbhiyaan (launched in 2018).

❑ It mandates facial recognition and Aadhaar e-
KYC for authentication of beneficiaries, including 
children through guardians’ Aadhaar.

Role of Anganwadi Workers

❑ Anganwadi workers are frontline service providers 
under the Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS).

❑ Their duties include registering beneficiaries, 
ensuring nutrition supplementation, immunisation, 
and pre-school education.



Akash Prime Missile

Context

❑ The Indian Army and DRDO 
successfully conducted high-
altitude trials of the indigenously 
developed Akash Prime air defence 
system in Ladakh, while Prithvi-II 
and Agni-I ballistic missiles were 
test-fired from Chandipur.



Akash Prime

❑ It is an upgraded version of the Akash surface-to-air missile (SAM) system.

❑ It is designed to engage aerial targets such as aircraft, helicopters, UAVs, and cruise missiles at 
medium range.

❑ The recent trials at over 15,000 feet in Ladakh successfully demonstrated its high-altitude 
operational capability with direct hits on fast-moving aerial targets.

Indigenisation and DRDO Role

❑ The system is developed by DRDO and is part of India’s broader efforts to enhance 
indigenous defence manufacturing under initiatives like Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence.

Strategic Ballistic Missiles (Agni-I &Prithvi-II)

❑ Agni-I: A short-range ballistic missile (SRBM) with a range of ~700 km, capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads. It is road/rail mobile and developed under the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme (IGMDP).

❑ Prithvi-II: Also part of IGMDP, it has a range of ~250–350 km and is a short-range ballistic 
missile using liquid propulsion. It is primarily used by the Indian Army.



Gaganyaan Mission

Context

The return of Group Captain Shubanshu 
Shukla from the Axiom-4 mission to the 
International Space Station (ISS) marks 
India’s first crewed commercial 
spaceflight, signaling a milestone in its 
human spaceflight programme.



Strategic Milestones and National Implications

❑ Group Captain Shubanshu Shukla’s 
participation in the Axiom-4 mission represents 
the first instance of an Indian serving on a 
commercial human spaceflight, symbolizing 
India’s deepening role in global crewed space 
exploration.

❑ The mission underscores India’s potential in 
adapting to rigorous international space 
standards and validates the reliability of private-
sector space transportation in complex scientific 
missions.

❑ By learning from international collaboration, 
especially through Axiom’s methodologies and 
logistics, India strengthens its roadmap for the 
Gaganyaan mission and future low-Earth orbit 
(LEO) missions.



Key Learnings from Axiom-4 and Global Synergies

❑ Axiom-4 offers critical insights into 
multidisciplinary crew training involving non-
career military professionals, thereby 
expanding the scope of future Indian 
astronaut profiles.

❑ The mission highlights methods to manage 
microgravity-induced physiological changes, 
psychological conditioning, and real-time 
problem-solving essential for India’s human 
spaceflight ambitions.

❑ Exposure to advanced launch sequencing, 
pre-mission simulations, and integration 
with international modules improves ISRO’s 
mission management capacities.



Future Outlook and India’s Strategic Positioning

❑ Axiom Space’s aim to replace the ISS with a 
commercial space station aligns with India’s 
aspirations under the Bharatiya Antariksh 
Mission, offering avenues for private-sector 
partnerships.

❑ The Gaganyaan project, supported by Indian 
private firms and global companies like 
SpaceX and Blue Origin, is expected to evolve 
into a broader programme involving Moon 
bases and low-Earth orbit infrastructure.

❑ While leveraging global cooperation, India 
aims to secure long-term strategic autonomy 
through indigenous space technology, 
sustainable astronaut training, and eventual 
independent orbital platforms.
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