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US Sanctions on Russian Oil

India warns against ‘double
standards’ over Russian oil

Centre responds to LS. Bill seeking o impose duties on countries buving Russian oil, and threat

from NATO chief: Petroleum Minister says the sanctions will be ‘dealt with’ when they are passed

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia on Thursday cau-
l tioned against “double

standards”, even as
L5, lawmakers consider a
Bill thar would impose
500% duties on India and
other countries  buying
Russlan oil.

The comments by the
External Affairs Ministry
come after indications that
LS President Donald
Trump is backing the Rus-
slan Sanctions Act, 2025,
Introduced by Republican
Senator Lindsey Graham.
Mr. Trump had even threa-
tened secondary tariffs of
100% on countries that
continue trade on sanc-
tioned Russian products.

On Wednesday, NATO
Secretary-General  Mark
Rutte, who met with Mr.
Trump and members of

Strong stand

The '‘Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025, expected
to be introduced in LS. Congress in August,
mandates S00% duties on goods and services

from countries buying Russian oil

What the NATO chief said

u Indla, China, and Brazil
showld tell Viadimir Putin
to be serious about

paace talks with Ukraine

u Continuing to da business
with Russia will 'slam back”

Centre's

respOnse

W Sgcuring anergy naeds is
an ‘overriding priority” for tha
govarnment

on these countries | u India |s gulded by what markets

® The secondary sanctions
by U5, will hit thesa
cnuntries ‘very hard'

the U5, Congress, also is-
sued a threat, in particular
to China, India, and Brazil,
who are among the top
buyers of Russlan crude
oil, ofl products, and coal.
“Bedjing and Delhi” should
push Russian President
Viadimir Putin  towards

offer and global clroumstances.

= Maintain caution against
double standards on the matter

ending the war in Ukraine,
or face tariffs, the chief of
the military alliance said.
Responding o ques-
tions on the issue, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
it was following the deve-
lopments closely. “Secur-
ing the energy needs of our

people Is understandably
an overriding priority for
us. In this endeavour, we
are puided by what Is there
on offer in the markets, as
also by the prevailing glo-
bal circumstances,” spo-
kesperson Randhir Jalswal
gaid. “We would particular-
Iy caution against any dou-
ble standards on the mat-
ter,” he added.

‘Diverse sources’

Al an industry event in Del-
hi on Thursday, Union Pe-
troleum Minkster Hardeep
Puri  sald India  would
“deal” with sanctions
when they are passed,
pointing out that India has
diversified its supply sourc-
es, buying oil from abouwt
40 countries now, as op
posed to 27 in the past.

CONTINVED ON
# PAGE 12

CONTEXT?

d India has cautioned against U.S.-
backed sanctions targeting buyers
of Russian oil, following a
proposed Russian Sanctions Act, 2025.

A The Bill seeks to impose 500%
duties on countries like India, China,
and Brazil, triggering diplomatic
responses and debates over energy
security.



India Responds to U.S. and NATO Pressure

O The proposed Russian Sanctions Act, 2025,
introduced in the U.S. Congress, seeks 500% ad
valorem duties on countries trading in Russian oil and
petro-products.

O NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte warned India, .
China, and Brazil to stop buying Russian energy or
face tariffs.

RUSSIA

O MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stressed
India’s energy needs and warned against “double
standards” in global diplomacy.

O Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri stated India would
“deal with sanctions” if passed and highlighted India’s
shift from 27 to 40 oil source countries.



Equal Inheritance Rights

SC upholds equal
inheritance rights
for tribal women

EXPRESSMEWS SERVICE
REW DELHI, JULY 17

THE SUPREME Court Thursday held that a tribal
woman would be entitled to an equal share in an-
cestral property. The SCobserved that denying a fie-
male heir right in the property unless otherwise
prescribed inlaw only exacerbates gender division
and discrimination, which the law should weed out.

Inthe absence of a spedific Law governing imtes-
tate succession among Schedulbed Tribes, Justices
Sanjay Karol and |oymahya Bagchi involeed the prin-
ciple of “justice, equity and good conscience”, ex-
tending the provisions of the Central Provinces
Laws fct, 1875 to the case and set aside the July 1,
2022 judgerment of the Chhattisgarh HC which had
upheld the lower court order denying her the in-
heritance rights.

The appellants, who approached the 5C chal-
lenging the HC order, were legal heirs of one Dhaiya,
awomean from a Scheduled Tribe. Their motherwas
one of the st children — five sons and one daugh-
ter, of Bhajju alias Bhanjan Gond. They sought par-
tition of a property belonging to their maternal
grandfather, stating that their mother is entitled to
am equal share in the scheduled property.

The court noted that the parties not being cov-
ered by any other inheritance law, the 1875 Act
wiould apply. Though an argument was raised that
thie 1875 Act has been repealed in 2018 the bench
painted out that it has a clause which protects
transactions before the repeal date.

“5o, the right having been accrued in favour of
thee appellant-plaintiffs’ mother upon the death of
her father, which was approximately 30 years be-
fiore the filing of the plaint became crystallised and
wioukd not be affected by the fact that the Act was
no bonger in the statube book:,” Justice Karol said
writing for the Bench.

Context?

O In a landmark ruling that has become major india
news, the Supreme Court declared that tribal
women cannot be denied ancestral property solely
based on gender.

O This judgement ensures constitutional
equality in tribal inheritance cases and reverses
earlier rulings that had upheld patriarchal
customs over women's rights, marking a significant
step forward for tribal women inheritance.




Supreme Court’s Key Observations and Ruling

O The Supreme Court bench, comprising Justices Sanjay Karol and Joymalya Bagchi, ruled
in favour of a Scheduled Tribe (ST) woman from Chhattisgarh claiming inheritance from
her maternal grandfather, highlighting the importance of tribal women inheritance rights.

d It held that gender-based denial of property to tribal women is unconstitutional and
unjust, challenging traditional male-dominated inheritance practices.

d The Court stated that equal rights for women must be upheld in tribal succession, even in
the absence of codified personal laws, emphasizing the need for gender equality in tribal
communities.

Q It criticized lower courts for expecting women to prove the existence of inclusive
customs, instead of requiring the opposing party to prove exclusionary customs that favor
male inheritance.

O The ruling emphasized that customs cannot override constitutional guarantees,
especially Article 14 and Article 15(1), which protect the inheritance rights of tribal
women.



Broader Implications for Tribal Gender Justice

[ The verdict sets a progressive precedent for gender equality in tribal communities,
where inheritance is often governed by unwritten customs that have historically favored
male heirs.

d It dismantles the patriarchal assumption that women are excluded from succession by
default in tribal societies, challenging long-standing male-centric practices.

d The ruling reinforces that constitutional principles override unjust traditions, especially
in matters of livelihood and property, ensuring that tribal women inheritance rights are
protected.

d It calls for scrutiny of customary practices that deny equal rights, especially when not
codified or legally recognized, potentially leading to more equitable tribal inheritance
systems.

A This judgment may trigger greater awareness and assertion of property rights by tribal
women across India, empowering them to claim their rightful inheritance.



About the Tribal Laws and Constitutional Protections:

® Hindu Succession Act, 1956, does not apply to Scheduled Tribes, leaving succession to be governed
by tribal customs unless otherwise legislated.

@ Article 14 of the Indian Constitution guarantees equality before law, forming the basis of the SC’s
judgment on tribal women inheritance.

® Article 15(1) prohibits the State from discriminating on grounds of sex, relevantin denying property to
women, including tribal women.

@® The principle of justice, equity, and good conscience applies when customary law is silent or
unclear on matters such as tribal women inheritance.

® Tribal autonomy in personal laws cannot justify discrimination or the denial of fundamentalrights,
including inheritance rights for tribal women.



Poshan Tracker App

Glitches in Poshan app hindering beneficiaries’ registration in Haryana

Ashna Butani
ROHTAK

Alter completing her pre-
school duty, Usha Rani, a
47-year-old anganwadi
worker, walked through
the winding alleys of Ma-
rodhi Jattan village in Roh-
tak, Haryana, o meet her
assigned beneficlaries - se-
ven pregnant women and
three lactating mothers
and get them registered on
the Poshan Tracker app for
availing dietary benefits.
The facial recognition of
her beneficiaries on the
app, made mandatory by
the Centre since July 1, has
been pending. Ms. Rani
tried numerous times o
get them registered, but an
‘error’ message popped up
every thime. The anganwadi
worker apologised o the
beneficiaries for the incon-
vendence and told them

An anganwadi worker trying to register a beneficiary on the Centre's
Pashan Tracker app in Rohtak, Haryana. sy KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

she would iy o get them
registered scon so that
they can avail themselves
of the take-home ration
and other benefits.

The Union Ministry of
Women and Child Deve-
lopment has directed an-
ganwadi workers o com-
plete the authentication of
beneficlaries, which in-

cludes faclal recognition
and Aadhaar e-KYC on the
Poshan Tracker app. The
initiative is for monitoring
the implementation of
Poshan Abhiyaan, a health
scheme o improve the nu-
trition parameters in chil-
dren and women.

The Ministry has also or-
dered registration of all be-

neficiary children through
their guardians’ or pa-
rents' Aadhaar cards on
the app.

Under the scheme, an-
ganwadi workers and hel-
pers are tasked to provide
supplementary  nutrition
for infants, lactating and
pregnant  mothers, pre-
school education, health
check-ups and Immunisa-
tion for children wp o six
VEArs,

Ms. Rani sald genting the
benehciaries registered on
the app s not as easy as lt
seems. She mentioned that
in some cases, the apyp fails
to register the women be-
neficlary's face.

Moreover, there are a
few cases of the benefi-
clary’s name being mis-
spelt on their Aadhaar
card, which the app does
not accept.

Another anganwadi

worker, Sushila, 44, who
does not know how o op-
erate a smartphone and re-
lies on her daughter, Moni-
ka, 22, for help, said that
poor lnternet conmectivity
at some places and technd-
cal glitches in the app at
times are other hurdles,

“In one case, we tried
for more than 30 minutes
o get the facial recognition
of the beneficiary done.
We attempted multiple an-
gles and locations, but in
vain," said Ms. Sushila.

A pregnant woman in
the village, who did not
wish to be named, said,
“My husband has lost his
mobile phone, and my
Aadhaar card was linked to
his number, as 1 do not
hawve a phone. To register
on the Poshan app, my
husband's number must be
active. 1 have stopped re-
celving the dietary supple-

ments as 1 am ol regis-
tered on the app”

Digital divide

While the Ministry has
maintained that integrat-
Ing technology into its pro-
grammes ensures that be-
nefits reach the last mile
swiftly and transparently,
the beneficiaries argue that
digitisation has only in-
creased thelr problems.

According o the ‘Com-
prehensive Modular Sue-
viey: Telecom, 2025 by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme  Implementa-
tiom, 74.2% of women in r-
ral Harvana have access o
a mobile phone, against
G4, ren.

Ms. Rani said she wants
to keep up with digitisa-
tion, but anganwadi work-
ers have not recelved any
specific training for this
purpose,

Context

d Anganwadi workers in
Haryana are facing technical
challenges in registering
pregnant and lactating
women on the Poshan
Tracker app, delaying access
to nutritional benefits under
the Poshan Abhiyaan
scheme.



Poshan Tracker App

d Developed by the Union Ministry of Wommenaoand
Child Develooment (MWCD), the Poshan Tracker is a % -------
real-time digital tool for monitoring service delivery syt e s ssrnc .
and nutritional outcomes under . J@f- :

#AatmaNirbharBharatKaBudget

the PoshanAbhiyaan (launched in 2018).

MISSION POSHAN 2.0

Q It mandates facial recognition and Aadhaar e- & SAKSHAM ANGANWADI

KYC for authentication of beneficiaries, including

children through guardians’ Aadhaar. 1 I ?Sflfs';,’a‘;‘ngf\gg':ﬁxaﬁ’,ge“pg’a“e“as
Role of Anganwadi Workers 2@ | il ol B

to be strengthened

. . . . 3 Quality and testing of Take-home Ration
d Anganwadi workers are frontline service providers ®

under the Integrated Child Development Services | Trattionatcommunty fond abis o PN\
(ICDS). "1 be promoted )

5 Delivery of food under the Supplementary

O Their duties include registering beneficiaries, Nutrition Program to be optimised (>

ensuring nutrition supplementation, immunisation,
and pre-school education.



Akash Prime Missile

Akash Prime successfully
tested in Ladakh by Army

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

To further strengthen the
air defence system, the Ar-
my has carried out success-
ful trials of the indigenous-
ly developed air defence
system “Akash Prime” in
Ladakh.

A senior official con-
firmed that the Army Air
Defence Corps conducted
the trials in collaboration
with senior scientists from
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), which developed
the missile system.

The two-day trial was
conducted at an altitude of
over 15,000 feet in eastern
Ladakh. The Akash Prime
scored two direct hits on
fast-moving aerial targets
in the rarefied high-alt-
tude atmosphere.

On top: The Army carried out successful trials of the indigenously
developed air defence system in Ladakh. x,0r00

The latest version of the
Akash system would form
the third and fourth regi-
ments of the Akash air de-
fence systems in the Indian
Army. The Akash air de-
fence system is a medium-
range, surface-o-air mis-
sile platform.

Prithvi-Il and Agni-l
The Ministry of Defence on
Thursday confirmed that

short-range ballistic mis-
siles ~ Prithvi-ll and Agni-l

were successfully test-
fired from the Integrated
Test Range in Chandipur,
Odisha.

The launches validated
all operational and techni-
cal parameters. These tests
were conducted under the
aegis of the Strategic Fore-
es Command, added the
Ministry.

Context

d The Indian Army and DRDO
successfully conducted high-
altitude trials of the indigenously
developed Akash Prime air defence
system in Ladakh, while Prithvi-II
and Agni-I ballistic missiles were
test-fired from Chandipur.



Akash Prime
Q It isan upgraded version of the Akash surface-to-air missile (SAM) system.

Q It is desighed to engage aerial targets such as aircraft, helicopters, UAVS, and cruise missiles at
medium range.

O The recent trials at over 15,000 feet in Ladakh successfully demonstrated its high-altitude
operational capability with direct hits on fast-moving aerial targets.

Indigenisation and DRDO Role

d The system is developed by DRDO and is part of India’s broader efforts to enhance
indigenous defence manufacturing under initiatives like Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence.

Strategic Ballistic Missiles (Agni-lI &Prithvi-Il)
a Agni-I: A short-range ballistic missile (SRBM) with a range of ~700 km, capable of carrying

nuclear warheads. It is road/rail mobile and developed under the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP).

Q Prithvi-ll: Also part of IGMDP, it has a range of ~250-350 km and is a short-range ballistic
missile using liquid propulsion. It is primarily used by the Indian Army.



Gaganyaan Mission

A foothold in the cosmos

Success of Asdom-4 mission offers invaluable lessons
and a powerful impetus for India’s space aspirations
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Context

The return of Group Captain Shubanshu
Shukla from the Axiom-4 mission to the
International Space Station (ISS) marks
India’s first crewed commercial
spaceflight, signaling a milestone in its
human spaceflight programme.



Strategic Milestones and National Implications

0 Group Captain Shubanshu Shukla’s
participation in the Axiom-4 mission represents
the first instance of an Indian serving on a
commercial human spaceflight, symbolizing
India’s deepening role in global crewed space
exploration.

d The mission underscores India’s potential in
adapting to rigorous international space
standards and validates the reliability of private-
sector space transportation in complex scientific
missions.

d By learning from international collaboration,
especially through Axiom’'s methodologies and
logistics, India strengthens its roadmap for the
Gaganyaan mission and future low-Earth orbit
(LEO) missions.

\\\ The Indi(Esléz

THE AXIOM-4 MISSION

KEY EXPERIMENTS

Physical and cognitive impact
1 1 microgravity,
L gaze fixation
Kennedy Space Centre, Florida and rapid eye movements are affected
in sp

Peggy Whitson (Commander, US),
Shubhanshu Shukla (Pilot, India),
Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski
(Mission Specialist Poland),

Tibor Kapu

(Mission Specialist, Hungary).

3 0 Crew Drageon approaching the Sovard port of Horrasony




Key Learnings from Axiom-4 and Global Synergies

0 Axiom-4 offers critical insights into

multidisciplinary crew training involving non- GAGANYAAN M|SS|ON

career mlllta ry professionals, there.by INDIA'S FIRST MANNED FLIGHT TO SPACE
expanding the scope of future Indian |
~ The proj fi - It would be one of th
astronaut profiles. e o x e
Modi on August 15, 2018. spaceflights in the world,
with the estimated cost of
e - - It will send the th | t more th
QThe mission highlights methods to manage ket Bl Dl
microgravity-induced physiological changes, at least seven days by 2024-25.
. .. . . = 3| India plans to call it
psychological conditioning, and real-time SROhopestodepioyits  NTMNEN  ostronauts"Vyomnauts’

. . -y biggest rocket, GSLV MK |l "B since 'Vyom' in Sanskrit
problem-solving essential for India’'s human for this project. i means 'Space’
spaceflight ambitions. 2 W

. : The space agency hopes < * ndiawillbecome .

O Exposure to advanced launch sequencing, o ‘ fourthcountry afrer oSN
. . . . . . %ﬁf&&?&%Thedme Russia, US and China to ‘)
pre-mission simulations, and integration WA send humans tospace. =@

with international modules improves ISRO’s
mission Management capacities.



Future Outlook and India’'s Strategic Positioning

0 Axiom Space's aim to replace the ISS with a
commercial space station aligns with India’s
aspirations under the Bharatiya Antariksh
Mission, offering avenues for private-sector
partnerships.

0 The Gaganyaan project, supported by Indian
private firms and global companies like
SpaceX and Blue Origin, is expected to evolve
INto a broader programme involving Moon

bases and low-Earth orbit infrastructure. INDIAN P"- ON US 2
0 While leveraging global cooperation, India m
alms to secure |Ong_term Strategic autonomy Indian astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla’s
A A indi A | Axiom-4 mission (Ax-4) to the International Space
through indigenous space tecnnology, Station (ISS) which Is scheduled to be launched on June

sustainable astronaut training, and eventual 8 from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
independent orbital platforms.
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