




Girl Child Trafficking in Bihar

Context

❑ In response to a PIL filed by Just 
Rights for Children (JRC), the 
Patna High Court has 
acknowledged the trafficking and 
exploitation of girls in orchestras 
across Bihar as a “serious issue” 
and directed the state to take 
urgent action.



Nature and Scale of the Crisis

❑Hundreds of minor girls, often under 14, have been rescued from orchestra 
troupes in Bihar, particularly from Saran, Gopalganj, and Muzaffarpur 
districts. 

❑ These girls were promised jobs or training but subjected to sexual violence 
and inhuman living conditions.

❑Bihar’s porous border with Nepal and railway linkages with trafficking-prone 
states like Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odisha make it a strategic hub for 
trafficking, worsened by poverty, illiteracy, and lack of institutional 
surveillance.

❑ In states like West Bengal, music and dance are used as cultural aspirations 
to lure girls. In Bihar, they are sold for as little as Rs 10,000 and forced to 
perform in degrading conditions under threats and abuse.



Institutional and Legal Shortcomings

❑ India has robust laws like the POCSO Act, Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 
Act, and Juvenile Justice Act. 

❑ Yet, weak enforcement, poor conviction rates, and misclassification of 
crimes (e.g., as ‘missing persons’) severely weaken their deterrent value.

❑Dysfunctional Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) lack full-time 
officers, coordination across states is poor, and inter-state investigations 
collapse due to bureaucratic red tape. Even when rescues occur, 
survivors are often returned to abusive households.

❑ Judicial Intervention JRC’s petition led to High Court intervention 
seeking a ban on minor employment in orchestras. However, in the 
absence of regulatory enforcement, these troupes continue to function 
with impunity.



Strategic Framework for Prevention and Justice

❑ The proposed PICKET strategy 
includes Policy reforms, Institutional accountability, Convergence of digital 
and ground forces, Knowledge dissemination, Economic disincentives, 
and Technology-driven monitoring to combat trafficking.

❑ The Railway Protection Force (RPF) has initiated corridor monitoring, but this 
must expand to bus networks and local transport. 

❑ Panchayats should maintain migratory registers and schools must track 
prolonged absences.

❑ Time-bound prosecution, asset seizure of perpetrators, and state-monitored 
rehabilitation must be institutionalised. 

❑ Victim compensation schemes should be enforced, and survivors must never 
be sent back to exploitative environments.



Limited Borrowing Space

Context

❑ The article analyses FY2025 
fiscal trends of 17 major 
Indian states, focusing on 
rising deficits, constrained 
borrowing space, and the 
Centre’s role in boosting 
capital expenditure through 
capex loans.



Fiscal Stress and Revenue Deficit Trends

❑ The combined fiscal deficit of 17 states is 
estimated at ?9.5 trillion (3.2% of GSDP), up 
from Rs 7.8 trillion (2.9% of GSDP) in FY2024, 
largely due to a near-doubling of the 
revenue deficit.

❑ Revenue deficit rose to Rs 2.1 trillion in 
FY2025 PA from Rs 1.1 trillion in FY2024, as 
revenue receipts grew moderately (6.3% 
YoY), while revenue expenditure rose 
sharply by 9%.

❑With a higher share of fiscal deficit being 
consumed by revenue spending, the space 
for capital outlay has become constrained, 
making the fiscal position less growth-
oriented.



Capital Expenditure and Centre's Support

❑ Incremental capital spending of the states fell 
sharply to Rs 678 billion in FY2025 PA from Rs 910–
1,120 billion in FY2022–2024, indicating a slowdown 
in infrastructure and asset-building investment.

❑ The Centre disbursed Rs 1.5 trillion in capex loans in 
FY2025, up from Rs 1.1 trillion in FY2024; based on 
past trends, 17 states are estimated to have 
received Rs 1.13 trillion, funding over 40% of 
incremental capital expenditure.

❑ In March 2025 alone, states’ capex spending surged 
by 42% YoY to ?2.2 trillion, mainly from Uttar 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, and 
Karnataka, revealing a pattern of back-ended 
spending and fiscal stress.



Policy Recommendations and Forward 
Outlook

❑Despite capex pressures, actual spending in 
FY2025 has fallen short of the RE by Rs 1.1 
trillion, indicating inefficiencies and delayed 
disbursements in public finance 
management.

❑ Preliminary estimates show capex to rise to Rs 
9.5 trillion in FY2026, implying a YoY rise of Rs 
2.1 trillion, which is almost double the average 
of previous years and possibly unsustainable.

❑ The Finance Commission’s recommendations 
on compensation cess and incentives for 
states to increase capital spending within 
fiscal deficit limits could enhance state-level 
public investment efficiency.



Flash Floods in India

How flash floods are affecting India

❑ Flash floods lead to the death of 
more than 5,000 people annually in 
India. With soaring global 
temperatures, they are expected to 
increase in frequency and become 
more intense. 

❑ A study has put the spotlight on 
areas that are most vulnerable to 
flash floods, and how authorities 
can limit their impact.



➢ Flash flood events in India increased from 
132 in 2002 to 184 in 2020 (as per official 
figures).

➢ Notable increases observed especially in the 
Brahmaputra basin, followed by Ganga 
and Krishna basins since 1995.

Driving Factors
➢ Only 25% of flash floods are triggered solely 

by extreme precipitation.
➢ Remaining 75% result from compound 

effects:
➢ High antecedent soil moisture,
➢ Prolonged heavy rainfall,
➢ Rapid rainfall event after wet soil saturation.



Role of Climate Change

❑ Between 1981–2020, rise in extreme rainfall frequency due to warming trends.
❑ Every 1°C increase in temperature raises moisture-holding capacity by 7%, 

causing more intense precipitation

Geomorphological Factors

❑ Steep slopes and high relief in Himalayan and Western Ghats sub-basins 
contribute to faster runoff and flood onset.

❑ In central India, flashiness is driven more by rainfall concentration.

Adaptation and Mitigation

❑ Calls for basin-specific strategies based on rainfall intensity, soil type, slope, 
and geomorphology.

❑ Importance of resilient infrastructure, early warning systems, and region-
specific adaptation planning



Kaziranga Tiger Reserve

CONTEXT

On Global Tiger Day, Assam’s Kaziranga 
Tiger Reserve (KTR) was reported to have 
the third-highest tiger density in India after 
Bandipur and Corbett, with 18.65 tigers per 
100 sq. km, marking a notable increase in 
tiger population and underscoring the 
success of wildlife habitat conservation 
efforts.



Tiger Population Growth in Kaziranga

❑ The 2024 report revealed 148 tigers in Kaziranga’s 1,307.49 sq. km area, 
showcasing the reserve’s role in protecting this iconic species.

❑ This marks a rise from 104 tigers in 2022, with the Biswanath Division contributing 
27 new records, highlighting the success of conservation strategies.

❑ The Eastern Assam Wildlife Division saw an increase to 115 tigers, while Nagaon 
maintained six tigers, demonstrating the importance of maintaining diverse 
habitats.

❑ Camera trap surveys were conducted from December 2023 to April 2024 under 
national protocols, employing scientific observation techniques.

❑ The spatially explicit capture-recapture method was used to ensure accurate tiger 
estimates, showcasing the role of advanced ecological survey methods.



Kaziranga’s Rank and Conservation Role

❑With 18.65 tigers/100 sq. km, KTR ranks behind Bandipur (19.83) and Corbett (19.56), 
cementing its status as a crucial tiger habitat.

❑ Assam is actively working on habitat restoration and anti-poaching efforts to combat 
invasive species and protect endemic wildlife.

❑ CM Himanta Biswa Sarma emphasized Assam’s holistic approach to tiger protection 
and ecosystem conservation, highlighting the state’s commitment to wildlife.

❑ The tiger is celebrated as the “treasure of Assam’s forests,” underscoring its cultural 
and ecological significance.

❑ Improved monitoring, increased forest cover, and strict enforcement have enabled tiger 
resurgence, demonstrating effective conservation project management.



About Tiger Conservation in India

● India is home to over 75% of the world’s wild tigers, making it a focal point for international conservation 
efforts.

● The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) governs policies under Project Tiger (1973), a 
landmark conservation initiative.

● Techniques like camera traps, pugmark tracking, and capture-recapture models are widely used for 
scientific observation of tiger populations.

● Tiger reserves help protect biodiversity and maintain ecological balance in various habitats, from moist 
forests to grasslands.

● Global Tiger Day (July 29) promotes awareness about tiger conservation efforts worldwide, emphasizing 
the need for habitat protection.

Kaziranga National Park
● Location: Situated in Assam, in the Brahmaputra floodplains, known for rich biodiversity and diverse 
wildlife habitats.

● Status: Declared a Reserve Forest (1905), Wildlife Sanctuary (1950), National Park (1974), Tiger Reserve 
(2006), and UNESCO World Heritage Site (1985).
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