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Girl Child Trafficking in Bihar

Bihar'’s dark side — the hub of girl child trafficking

he left Chhattisgarh with a small bag and

a dream. A man had comanced ber

Family that she would be trained asa

dancer, eam well and suppon them. Her
parenis, wha were desperase and worn down by
vears of paverty, let her go. By the tmme she was
foumd in Bihar, she was not the same girl. She had
heen broken by control, violence and rape. She
was K. Her sory is not rare.

Lintl june thes year, the Bibar palice rescued
I girls in the State — 153 of them traficked insn
archestras, the remraining 118 forced into the Besh
trade. In Saran district, the number af gk
resrued fram these “‘dance troupes’ since jJamiary
is 162 Between March and june thas year, the Just
Hazhvis for Children (K partners, working
alongside districe pohnri:lm:s resoued 15 gk
from archesira gr

benumiunnﬁm which these girls, stripped aof
dignity ard brusgalised ints subrmassion, were
foumd were appalling — overcrowded, unhygienic
rains, They were presented on stage as
performers, bt in reality, they were wictims af
trafticking and sexual abuse.

Humnan trafficking is among the largest
argamised crimes globally. It inflicts severe
phnsical, psychological and ecanomic harm an
indmiduals af 2l ages, but women and children
are the most vulnerahle. Omee they are pulled in
getiing out = almast impossahle. Nearly 138
mualeon children were engaged in child labour in
2024, including around 54 million in hazrdous
wark, acconding in estimases by the International
Labour Organzation {ILO} and UNKEE.

Bihar as a trafficking destination
Bshar's emwerpence as ane-af India's mast active
destmatiors for trafficking = not incdental. A
thie beart of thes crisis lies a consplete absence of
ry aversight and socal acceptance for
being commpdshied. Geography and poverty
deepen this vulnerahility. The Stabe’s ponous
horder with Mepal and ssamiles railway
connectivity o eraffickmg prone States such as
West Hengal, tharkhand, Odisha, Chhastisgarh,
sasam and Urtar Pradesh Gcilitae waficking
flows 1 Bibar.

I Stabes mxch as West Bengal, where music
and dance are integral so culivral idengiiy,
parenis encourage their daughiers o pursue the
arts. These AN are upn b
1nﬂichﬂs:§;.pmmgumurmd jlz|.!n
stardomm. False praomesss of love, marriage or
employment are also ussd o lure gris. In
districts such as Saran, Gopakzan), Muzfarpur,
Raohias and West Champaran - the ‘orchestra
helt” — girls, some 2= young as L& are bemg sobd
1o orchestras for as litthe a sum as $10,000. They
are foroed toowear inappropreabe dathing and
dance to vulgar sorgs before inebrated men. The
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girls are punishied 1f they refuse and raped if they
resist.

Haow the system fails children

Actording to thie Naitonal Crinse Becoods Bureau
data, 2,478 children were trafficked m 2022,
mchuding L0549 . Thiziza re that bareh
scnh:hr;me !I.IFlﬁCkl. Mamy c:fsw“s mever w:!?:
palice station because families are exher
complicit or Fear o speak. The laws are nat
maclequate, bt in fct, comprehensive. The
Immoeal Trafhe (Prevention) Act, the Juvenile
Justce Act, the Protectom af Children from
sezual Offences (FOC500 Act, the Banded Labour
System (Abalitony A, the Child and Adalescers
Labour (Prahibmion and Kegulation) Act, and
provasions under the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita
criminalise chald bbour, rafhiciong and sexml
explamation.

But comviction rates remain abysmal. Mos
cases are filed as Mdnappmgs or missng
reparts Angi-Human Traficking Unsts {AHTLs}
are under-resourced. Imvestigatons that concern
multiple States aften collapss dus to
Jurisdictsomal confusion and buresucratic delay.
‘When gk are rescued, many are sent right back
o the s famabes that sold them.

Despite rescue after rescue, orchestras in Bihar
continue to aperase with impunasy. just Rights for
Chaldren, a netwark of over 250 KGODs w 5]
el vialence against children, approached the
Pasna High Court seeking urgent prahibibary
arders agamst orchestras. The peimon calls for
an immedate ban on the emplovment of mizars
m archesiras.

In resporse, the High Court dirscted the Babar
governient to act without delay, rscognsang the
traffickang and explaitation of chikdren in
archestras ta be a "sarsous issue”, Suchian
acknow! t st tramslase imio tion
u!m)'mbetrm chain. g

Preventon must hegm wherne traficking
begirs. Schoals must momitor attendance. When
a child goss missing for wesks, #mus rigger
alerts and reparts. Panchayas nuast maingain
migratary registers. When children disippear,
sameone in the village always knows and that
someone mrst be required ioact. Farents should
bbe made aware af what maghs happen o thear
daughters.

Transport vigilance must be up. The
Railway Pratection Force {RPF) has
morsoring vulrerable coridors and conducting
awarensss drives 2t railway stations. This nodel
st exterd o inser-Stase bus routes, kool
termirals and private carmers. Transpoet
departments must tram their st 1o idereify
sgre af trafficking.

AHTUs need full-ime officers mined
coordmate mesaures acrass horders, mack

metancks and follow a case from rescue i
prosecution. They should be held accoureable.

There should be an immediate and abscluie
prohshition an the enploymens of mnors in
archestras. These groups must be idemified,
mapped ard regulated. Premises where girls are
confined st be sealsd. Chwners, landlords and
argarasers must be usedd and ther asseis
must be attached. The Labour Department must
e mandated to mspect, repart and ace,
Proseoation must be time-bound and
rehabdtatinn must be lomg-term and
stte-s . Children must not be sent back
lnﬂ:r:pm:;‘n‘::ndznuﬂmzrubl:dthzir
explaitation. Yactim compensation schemes must
e endorced rgorousky.

Prevenisan is protecian. Frosecuisan is
proteciion. Frosecuiion is prevention Trafhoking
wsmot the failure of a few systems. B is the
collapse of many. Laws and enforcement are anly
ane part of the solution. Ending explosation &
possible through prosecution

The Cemtre for Legal Action and Behaviour
C AL-Laby recemly released a report,

ing the Case for ferne How Prosecution Ao
as the Tipping Paint to End Child Labour - The
e fram India’, thas drewe data from 24 Stases, It
showed that prosscution is key to securing
Justice. Abong with law enfoacement, the KGO
neiwork resoued 53,651 children from iraficking
and kidnapping {in 27,320 mids), pursuing legal
aciom in every case. Nearly 0% of these children
were irapped o the worst forms of child labowr,

A egy roobed in p i
Ta succesd, we need a strategy rooted in
prevengian, and we need to call it PICKET. First, it
begins with 'Fobicy’ - strong and clear palices
that prohibit chakd bibsour and exploitation.
Zecond, “Instibutions’ mues be reguired to
mopitor, prosecute and rehabilizte. Third, the
Corvergence’ of agencies, dgital infrastructane
ard survivar-centred response szssznml ta
cmmbat trafficking. Fourth, 3
whieTe oommrinity awaseness and mt:lllgem
gl are cnucial. The insights of suravors are
amang the mast pawertul & we have to
dismanile irafficking networks. Fdth,
Econoanically”, traffickmg must be made
wneviable. And, sxth, 'Technology must be used
o track traffickers, baild datal heat
maps and predic: movement patterre. Mane of
thas will wark unless Stites share daza, digitize
case records and copperate.
Justice = not punishmers, bt it is prevention
before harm. The anl 0 prevent the mext
girl froam being lr:lhcﬁedu to dismartle the
sysaem that allows it We have the ook, We have
the laws. All that remains is the will. The loeger
wewait, the mare we kose.

Context

d In response to a PIL filed by Just
Rights for Children (JRC), the
Patna High Court has
acknowledged the trafficking and
exploitation of girls in orchestras
across Bihar as a “serious issue”
and directed the state to take
urgent action.



Nature and Scale of the Crisis

d Hundreds of minor girls, often under 14, have been rescued from orchestra
troupes in Bihar, particularly from Saran, Gopalganj, and Muzaffarpur
districts.

O These girls were promised jobs or training but subjected to sexual violence
and inhuman living conditions.

A Bihar's porous border with Nepal and railway linkages with trafficking-prone
states like Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odisha make it a strategic hub for
trafficking, worsened by poverty, illiteracy, and lack of institutional
surveillance.

4 In states like West Bengal, music and dance are used as cultural aspirations
to lure girls. In Bihar, they are sold for as little as Rs 10,000 and forced to
perform in degrading conditions under threats and abuse.



Institutional and Legal Shortcomings

O India has robust laws like the POCSO Act, Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, and Juvenile Justice Act.

U Yet, weak enforcement, poor conviction rates, and misclassification of
crimes (e.g., as ‘missing persons’) severely weaken their deterrent value.

d Dysfunctional Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) lack full-time
officers, coordination across states is poor, and inter-state investigations
collapse due to bureaucratic red tape. Even when rescues occur,
survivors are often returned to abusive households.

A Judicial Intervention JRC's petition led to High Court intervention
seeking a ban on minor employment in orchestras. However, in the
absence of regulatory enforcement, these troupes continue to function
with impunity.



Strategic Framework for Prevention and Justice

O The proposed PICKET strategy
includes Policy reforms, Institutional accountability, Convergence of digital
and ground forces, Knowledge dissemination, Economic disincentives,
and Technology-driven monitoring to combat trafficking.

d The Railway Protection Force (RPF) has initiated corridor monitoring, but this
must expand to bus networks and local transport.

0 Panchayats should maintain migratory registers and schools must track
prolonged absences.

d Time-bound prosecution, asset seizure of perpetrators, and state-monitored
rehabilitation must be institutionalised.

d Victim compensation schemes should be enforced, and survivors must never
be sent back to exploitative environments.



Limited Borrowing Space

A LIMITED BORROWING SPACE

Assistance by Centre has played a key role in boosting capital expenditure of states

ADITI NAYAR

THE FSCAL HEALTH of the Centre and the
states is a key part of the overall macro pic-
ture. This article analyses the fiscal trends for
a large sample of 17 state governments (ex-
cluding Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim) for
Fy2025 and what they augur for the current
fiscal and the medium term. These states ac-
coumnt for about 90 per cent of India’s GO
Typically,a wide variation has beenobserved
in the states’ actual fiscal metrics relative to
the Budget and Revised Estimates. Therefore,
thefocus hereis on the trends revealed by the
provisional actuals | PA) for FY 2025 relathe to
the actual position in the previous year.

The Y2025 PAindicates awidening imthe
combined fiscal deficit of 17 states toRs 95
trillion (3.2 per cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product or GS0F) from Rs 78 tnl-
lion[2.9 percent of GSOP)in FY2024. This was
driven by the near-doubling of their revenue
deficit to Rs 2.1 trillion (0.7 per cent of the
GSDP) in FY2025 PA from Bs L1 trillion (04
percentob GSOF) in Fy2024, and toa relatively
smallerextent by a rise in capital spending [ by
Rs G678 billion or 0.2 per cent of GSDF)

The spike in revenue deficit levels in
Fy2025 was due to a moderation in the pace
of growth of revenue receipts, which in-
creased to63 peroentin FY2025 from 79 per
cent in Y2024, amid a stable year-on-year rise
of 9 per cent in revenue expenditure.

The rise in the states’ revenue deficit in
Fy2025 is in contrast to the compression at

InFY2025, Rs 15 willion
was disbursed as capex loans
o all states, up from Rs 11
trillion in FY2024. Based on
the previous shares, the
proportion of 17 states in the
capex loan in FY2025 is
estimated at Rs 113 trillion,
up from Rs 0.8 trillion in
FY2024. This sugpests that
the increase in the capex loan
funded over 40 per cent of
the incremental capital
spending of the sample
setin FY2025.

the Centre. A higher share of revenue deficit
in thee fiscal deficit is not a favourable out-
come tor state finances. This indicates that
the limited borrowing space is partly used
towards funding the revenue expenditure,
which tends to be less productive compared
to capital spending. For instance, the total
capital spending of the 17 states in FY2025
PA comprised 78 per cent, lower than
the trend during FY2022-24, wherein 80-
90 per cent of the fiscal deficit was attrib-
uted to capex.

The combined capital spending of the 17
states was Rs. 74 trillion in FY2025 PA, Rs
678 billion higher than the amount spentin
F2024. The incremental capex of the states
in FyY2025 Pivwas sharply lower than the in-
cremental spending of Bs 910- 1,120 billion
during Fy2022-Fy2024. Another discourag-
ingtrend is the undershooting in capex rel-
ative to the Revised Estimates [RE) by Rs 1.1
trillicn, once again in contrast m the over-
shoot seen for the Centre. The capex of the
states in FY2025 till the end of February was
lower than the spending in the previous
year. In barch 2025, the states’ capex surged
by 42 per cent Yo't to Rs 2.2 trillion from Rs
L5 trillion in March 2024, led by a pick-up
in spending by Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Madu and Karnataka. As much as 30
per cent of the annual combined capex of
the sample states was incurred in March
2025, much higher than the proportion of
spending seen in March 2024 Incidentally,

back-ended capex is one of the reasons that
the states” borrowing through state govern-
ment securities bends o spike in March

The amounts disbursed by the Gol to the
states under the special assistance for capital
expenditure (capex loan scheme ) in recent
years have played a key mlein boosting spend-
ing on capex In FY2025, Bs 1.5 illiom was dis-
bursed as capex Ioans to all states, up from Rs
1.1 trillion in Fy'2024. Based on the previous
shares, the proportion of 17 states imthe capex
Ioan in FY2025 is estimated at Rs 113 trillion,
up from Bs (08 trillion in Fy2024. Thissuggests
that the increase inthe capex loan funded over
40 per cent of the mcremental capital spend-
ing of the sample setin Fy2025,

For the budget estimates of FyY2026, 17
states have indicated capital spending of Rs
0.5 trillion, 29.2 per cent higher on a Yo'y basis
or an incremental spending of Bs 2.1 trillion
in Fy20026, relative to the FY2025 PA Thisis
double the average incremental capex of Bs 1
trillion during FyY2022-Fy2024, and appears
somewvhat implausible,

Beyond FY2026, the recommendations of
the Finance and Pay Commissions, as well as
changes related to G5T compensation cess,
will cast anindeliblemark on the evolution of
state finance. Any incentives oowards max-
imising capex within the permitted bormo-
ing space and fiscal deficit anchor would cer-
tainly be valuable.

The writer is chief economist,
head- Research & Outreach, [CRA

Context

d The article analyses FY2025
fiscal trends of 17 major
Indian states, focusing on
rising deficits, constrained
borrowing space, and the
Centre’s role in boosting
capital expenditure through
capex loans.



Fiscal Stress and Revenue Deficit Trends

d The combined fiscal deficit of 17 states is m

estimated at 79.5 trillion (3.2% of GSDP), up It is the excess of Budget Expenditure over
from Rs 7.8 trillion (2.9% of GSDP) in FY2024, Budget Receipt other than borrowings
largely due to a near-doubling of the

.o FD = Budget Expenditure — Budget Receipts
revenue deficit. get Expe g p

(excluding borrowings)

d Revenue deficit rose to Rs 2.1 trillion in It reflects the total government borrowings
FY2025 PA from Rs 1.1 trillion in FY2024, as during a fiscal year
revenue receipts grew moderately (6.3%
YoY), while revenue expenditure rose
Sha rply by 9% It is the excess of Revenue Expenditure over

Revenue Receipts.
d With a higher share of fiscal deficit being
consumed by revenue spending, the space
for capital outlay has become constrained,
making the fiscal position less growth-
oriented.

RD = Revenue expenditure —Revenue receipts

It reflects the inefficiency of the government to
reacn Its reguilar or recurring expenditure



Capital Expenditure and Centre's Support

d Incremental capital spending of the states fell
sharply to Rs 678 billion in FY2025 PA from Rs 910-
1,120 billion in FY2022-2024, indicating a slowdown
in infrastructure and asset-building investment.

d The Centre disbursed Rs 1.5 trillion in capex loans in
FY2025, up from Rs 1.1 trillion in FY2024; based on
past trends, 17 states are estimated to have
received Rs 1.13 trillion, funding over 40% of
Incremental capital expenditure.

d In March 2025 alone, states’ capex spending surged
by 42% YoY to ?2.2 trillion, mainly from Uttar
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, and
Karnataka, revealing a pattern of back-ended
spending and fiscal stress.

Capital Expenditure

Incurred in acquiring or
improving permanent assets not
meant for resale. May add to value
of an existing asset

Increases earning capacity

It 1s normally a non-recurring
outlay.

It produces benefit over several
years.

Thus a small part is charged 1o
iIncome statement as depreciation
and the rest appears in the
balance sheet

Is an item of balance sheet




Policy Recommendations and Forward
Outlook

O Despite capex pressures, actual spending in
FY2025 has fallen short of the RE by Rs 1.1
trillion, indicating inefficiencies and delayed
disbursements in public finance
mManagement.

d Preliminary estimates show capex to rise to Rs
9.5 trillion in FY2026, implying a YoV rise of Rs
2.1 trillion, which is almost double the average
of previous years and possibly unsustainable.

d The Finance Commission’s recommendations
on compensation cess and incentives for
states to increase capital spending within
fiscal deficit limits could enhance state-level
public investment efficiency.

 Cess

Additional tax
collected for

specific purpose

[ Surcharge ]

|

Additional tax
charged when
income earned

above specified
limit




Flash Floods in India

Where and how flash floods are impacting India

ALIND CHALUHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

AYEAR agn, landslides following torrential
rain and flash floods killed 373 people in
‘Wayanad, Kerala. A month before that, five
Arrmymen weere killed after a Rash flood in
the Shyod river in Ladakh swept away atank.
In 2023, dozens died after a Glacial Lake
Outburst Flood (GLOF) in Sikkim. This
manthy, flash floods and landslides killed
mare than 100 people in Himachal Pradesh.
Flash floods after extreme rainfall events
Eill more than 5,000 in India annually, and
cause sgnificant damage to infrastructure,
farmlands, and the envirmment. A the global
climate crisis intensahies, these events are be-
coming mone frequent — inoeasing from 132
m 2020 to 184 in 2022, official figures shoa.
What factors are driving Aash floods and
where, and how can their impacts be lim-
ited? A study by researchers at 1T
Gandhinagar has provided some important
mights (Dinvers of flash Boods in the Indian
sub-continental river basins’, Mature, July 13}

Most vulnerable

Flash Hoods ocour most Fregquently in the
Himalayas, Central India, and the west coast
of the country, the study has reported.

The researchers analysed sub-basins
(parts of large river basins ) toidentiby Hash-
Hood hotspats, and identified sub-hasins in
the Brahmaputra, Marmada, Tapd, Mahanacdi,
Brahmani, and west coast river basins as be-
ing “extremely prone” to Hash flooding.

Parts of the Godavari, Ganga, Mahi, and
Indus river basins have been identified as
“highly susceptible”.

There has beena notable increase in lash
tood events since 19495, Most have ocourred
in the Brahmapastra river basin, follomeed by
the Ganga and Krishna basins, the stucly says.

Driving factors

Only 25% of flash floods are directly
caused by extremne precipitation, the study
says. Therest are due to a combination of ex-
treme raintall and the condition of the sail
before precipitation.

“Hf the grownd is alreachy wet before a heawy
rainfall event, chances are the soil would be

saturated or near saturated, which can lead to
instant runofE This mereases the risk of flash
floods,” study co-author Vismal Misra said.

Inonly 23% casesdoes an extreme rainfall
cvent bead o immediate [within six hours)
flash floods; prolonged (multi-day ] rain, of
hoth low and high intensity, is usually the
reasomn, the study says.

0 the west coast and in Central India,
fash Hoods are driven by the high ‘lashiness’
of sub-hasins — where water kevels rapidly
reach a peak after a heavy rainfall event. Soil
conditbons play a crucial robe in determining
hovww quickly water infiltrates a sub-basin.

In the Himalayas, factors such as steep
slopes and high reliet (when there is a signif-
icant difference between a high point and
loww point) add tochances of Hash floods.

Climate change

For every degree Celsius increase in av-
eTage temperature, the atmosphe re can hobd
aboart 7% more modsture, leading o more in-
tense precipitation.

Between 1981 and 2020, the yearly fre-
quency of extreme precipitation events dou-

biled during the pre-monsoon season in India.
Extreme rainfall during the monsoon, post-
manecor, and winter seasons has increased
Ty 5%, 40, and 12.5% respectivedy, the study
nates. More than 75% of all lash Bood evenis in
the period 1980 to 2018 cooumed during the
June-September monsoon season.

Rizing temperatures are also leading to
mere wet hours in most sub-hasins that are

ik currently flash food-prone, says the study.

Adaptation strategies

Findings of the study point to the need to
atopt region-specific adaptation strategies
that are based on factors such as topography
and soil conditions, and not just extreme
rainfall events.

This can help in developing betber carly
warning systems, targeted disaster pre-
paredness, and long-term adaptation plans,
the researchers say.

There is also a need to identify new po-
tential flash Hood hotspots and build dimate-
resilient infrastructure to limit the impacts.

LONGER VERSION ON
Indlanexpress.comfexplained

How flash floods are affecting India

O Flash floods lead to the death of
more than 5,000 people annually in
India. With soaring global
temperatures, they are expected to
increase in frequency and become
more intense.

O A study has put the spotlight on
areas that are most vulnerable to
flash floods, and how authorities
can limit their impact.



> Flash flood events in India increased from
132 in 2002 to 184 in 2020 (as per official
figures).

» Notable increases observed especially in the
Brahmaputra basin, followed by Ganga
and Krishna basins since 1995.

Driving Factors

» Only 25% of flash floods are triggered solely
by extreme precipitation.

» Remaining 75% result fromm compound
effects:

» High antecedent soil moisture,

» Prolonged heavy rainfall,

» Rapid rainfall event after wet solil saturation.

Flash flood susceptibility
M Very high
" High

Moderate



Role of Climate Change

Q Between 1981-2020, rise in extreme rainfall frequency due to warming trends.

d Every 1°C increase in temperature raises moisture-holding capacity by 7%,
causing more intense precipitation

Geomorphological Factors

0 Steep slopes and high relief in Himalayan and Western Ghats sub-basins
contribute to faster runoff and flood onset.

Q In central India, flashiness is driven more by rainfall concentration.
Adaptation and Mitigation

A Calls for basin-specific strategies based on rainfall intensity, soil type, slope,
and geomorphology.

A Importance of resilient infrastructure, early warning systems, and region-
specific adaptation planning



Kaziranga Tiger Reserve

Kaziranga in Assam records
third-highest tiger density in
India after Bandipur, Corbett

The Hindw Burean
GUWAHATI

The Kaziranga Tiger Re-
serve (KTHR) in Assam has
recorded the third-highest
tiger density in India after
the Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve in Karnataka and the
Corbett Mational Park in
Uttarakhand, says a report
on the status of tigers in the
reserve, which is better
known for its one-horned
rhinoceros.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma released the
report online to mark Glo-
hal Tiger Day on Tuesday.

The report stated that
148 tipers were recorded
across the 1,307.4%-5q. km
expanse of the KTR in
2024, The “remarkable”
increase since the 2022 es-
timation was attributed oo
the fArst-ever sampling of
the Biswanath Wildlife [n-
vision, where 27 tigers

A reyal Bengal tiger inside the
Hazumng_a Mabianal Park. ap

were recorded.

The tiger count grew
from 104 In 2022 fo 115 in
2024 in the core Eastern
Assam Wildlife Division,
while the Nagaon Wildlife
Division maintained a
count of six tigers.

“From Eaziranga to Ma-
nas, Assam is not only li-
mited o protecting the tg-
&r, but it is also playing an
important role in restoring
the tiger's habitat. With the

third-highest tiger density
in the world, extensive for-
est cover and bold steps
against infiltration, the bg-
er, the treasure of Assam's
forests, is walking proudly
and bravely today,” Mr. Sar-
ma said.

The report said the KTR
has 18.65 tigers per 104 sq.
km — behind Bandipur's
19.83 tigers in 1,456 sq. km
and Corbett's 19.56 in 1,288
&0. km. KTR officials said
the survey was conducted
between December 2023
and April 2024 using came-
ra traps, fodlowing the pro-
tocol of the National Tiger
Conservation  Authority
and the Wildlife Institute of
[ndia.

The spatially explicit
capture-recapture  meth-
od, which provides a more
precise and ecolosically re-
levant approach, was em-
ploved to determine tiger
numbeers.

CONTEXT

On Global Tiger Day, Assam’s Kaziranga
Tiger Reserve (KTR) was reported to have
the third-highest tiger density in India after
Bandipur and Corbett, with 18.65 tigers per
100 sqg. km, marking a notable increase in
tiger population and underscoring the
success of wildlife habitat conservation
efforts.



Tiger Population Growth in Kaziranga

O The 2024 report revealed 148 tigers in Kaziranga's 1,307.49 sq. km area,
showcasing the reserve’s role in protecting this iconic species.

O This marks a rise from 104 tigers in 2022, with the Biswanath Division contributing
27 new records, highlighting the success of conservation strategies.

d The Eastern Assam Wildlife Division saw an increase to 115 tigers, while Nagaon
maintained six tigers, demonstrating the importance of maintaining diverse
habitats.

O Camera trap surveys were conducted from December 2023 to April 2024 under
national protocols, employing scientific observation techniques.

O The spatially explicit capture-recapture method was used to ensure accurate tiger
estimates, showcasing the role of advanced ecological survey methods.



Kaziranga’s Rank and Conservation Role

3 With 18.65 tigers/100 sqg. km, KTR ranks behind Bandipur (19.83) and Corbett (19.56),
cementing its status as a crucial tiger habitat.

d Assam is actively working on habitat restoration and anti-poaching efforts to combat
invasive species and protect endemic wildlife.

O CM Himanta Biswa Sarma emphasized Assam’s holistic approach to tiger protection
and ecosystem conservation, highlighting the state’s commitment to wildlife.

O Thetiger is celebrated as the “treasure of Assam'’s forests,” underscoring its cultural
and ecological significance.

d Improved monitoring, increased forest cover, and strict enforcement have enabled tiger
resurgence, demonstrating effective conservation project management.



About Tiger Conservation in India

e India is home to over 75% of the world’s wild tigers, making it a focal point for international conservation
efforts.

e The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) governs policies under Project Tiger (1973), a
landmark conservation initiative.

e Techniques like camera traps, pugmark tracking, and capture-recapture models are widely used for
scientific observation of tiger populations.

e Tiger reserves help protect biodiversity and maintain ecological balance in various habitats, from moist
forests to grasslands.

e Global Tiger Day (July 29) promotes awareness about tiger conservation efforts worldwide, emphasizing
the need for habitat protection.

Kaziranga National Park
e Location: Situated in Assam, in the Brahmaputra floodplains, known for rich biodiversity and diverse
wildlife habitats.

e Status: Declared a Reserve Forest (1905), Wildlife Sanctuary (1950), National Park (1974), Tiger Reserve
(2006), and UNESCO World Heritage Site (1985).
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