


Topics for Today 

1. HC Disqualifies Mukul Roy from Bengal Assembly .

2. India Unveils Draft Seeds Bill for Modern Regulation.

3. India’s Carbon Emission Growth Slows in 2025.

4.    Supreme Court Orders Saranda Forest Sanctuary Creation



Anti-Defection law

Syllabus

General Studies paper II

• Parliament and State legislatures—structure, 
functioning, conduct of business, powers & 
privileges and issues arising out of these.

• Salient features of the Representation of 
People’s Act.
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Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule) — 

1. Background

The Anti-Defection Law was inserted through the 52nd 
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985, adding the 
Tenth Schedule to the Constitution.

Its objective is to curb political defections motivated 
by office, money or personal gain, and ensure the 
stability of governments.



2. Grounds for Disqualification under the Tenth Schedule
An MP/MLA can be disqualified if:

A. Voluntarily giving up membership of the party
• Not only a formal resignation; conduct indicating defection also qualifies.
• Example: Mukul Roy case (2024) — the Calcutta High Court ruled that he 

“voluntarily gave up” BJP membership by joining TMC activities despite being 
elected on a BJP ticket.

B. Voting or abstaining contrary to the party whip
• If the member acts against the party direction without prior permission.
• Exception: the party may condone the act within 15 days.

C. Independent members
• Disqualified if they join a political party after being elected.

D. Nominated members
• Can join a political party within 6 months of nomination.
• After 6 months, joining a party leads to disqualification.



3. Exceptions to Disqualification

A. Merger Provision — Paragraph 4 (Controversial)
A legislator is not disqualified if:
• At least 2/3rd of the members of a legislative party 

agree to merge with another political party.
This replaced the earlier and widely misused “split” 
provision.

Examples:
• Goa 2019: 10 of 15 Congress MLAs merged with BJP.
• Telangana 2014–18: Several Congress MLAs 

merged with ruling TRS under the 2/3rd rule.



4. Authority to Decide Disqualification
• The Chairperson/Speaker decides on disqualification petitions.
• However, their decision is subject to judicial review on limited grounds (e.g., mala fide 

action, violation of natural justice).

Key Case Law

1. Kihoto Hollohan (1992)
1. Upheld the validity of the Anti-Defection Law.
2. Judicial review is permitted only after the Speaker’s decision.

2. Keisham Meghachandra Singh v. Speaker, Manipur Legislative Assembly (2020)
1. Supreme Court: Speaker must decide defection cases within a reasonable time, 

normally 3 months.

3. Ravi Naik v. Union of India (1994)
1. “Voluntarily giving up membership” can be inferred from conduct.

4. Nabam Rebia case (2016)
1. Speaker cannot decide defection cases while facing a pending removal motion.



Draft Seed Bill
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General Studies paper IIi

• Major crops-cropping patterns in various parts 
of the country, - different types of irrigation and 
irrigation systems storage, transport and 
marketing of agricultural produce and issues 
and related constraints; e-technology in the aid 
of farmers.



India Unveils Draft Seeds Bill for Modern Regulation

• The government has released the draft Seeds Bill 2025 to replace the outdated Seeds Act 
1966 and Seeds (Control) Order 1983. 

• The proposed legislation aims to strengthen seed quality regulation, protect farmers, and improve 
transparency in the national seed supply chain.

Key Features of the Draft Seeds Bill 2025:

• The government has introduced a modernised Seeds Bill 2025, aligning seed regulation with 
current agricultural, technological, and market realities.

• It seeks to replace existing frameworks—the Seeds Act 1966 and Seeds (Control) Order 1983—
which no longer address today’s challenges.

• A major objective is to ensure high-quality seeds reach farmers at affordable prices across 
India, contributing to sustainable agricultural practices .

• The bill focuses on transparency, accountability, and strict checks on the seed supply chain to 
protect farmers from losses.



Provisions for Farmer Rights and Seed Quality Regulation

• The bill safeguards farmer rights, particularly access to reliable and quality-certified 
seeds. 

• It ensures that farmers are protected from crop losses caused by adulterated or 
substandard seed varieties, contributing to more resilient agricultural systems .

• The legislation aims to streamline the process of seed certification, including quality 
testing, labeling, and distribution norms.

• It strengthens oversight on seed producers, processors, and distributors, enabling 
greater accountability .

• Provisions include mechanisms to regulate pricing, availability, and timely supply 
of improved seed varieties for better agricultural outcomes



India's Carbon Emssion
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General Studies paper II

• Conservation, environmental pollution and 
degradation, environmental impact 
assessment.



India’s Carbon Emission Growth Slows in 2025

• The Global Carbon Project reported that India’s greenhouse gas emissions grew by only 1.4% in 
2025, significantly lower than last year’s 4%. 

• The slowdown is attributed to favourable monsoon conditions reducing cooling demand and 
a strong rise in clean energy transitions.

Key Findings on India’s 2025 Emission Trends:

• Slower Growth: India’s greenhouse gas emissions increased by 1.4%, compared to 4% 
growth in 2024, indicating a moderated rise.

• Monsoon Impact: A favourable monsoon reduced temperatures and lowered electricity 
demand for cooling, contributing to lower emissions.

• Renewable Energy Boost: The rise in solar and wind power generation reduced dependency 
on coal, helping stabilize emission levels.

• Global Comparison: Globally, emissions are expected to rise 1.1%, reaching 38 billion 
tonnes this year.



• Major Emitters: India remains the third-largest emitter with 3.2 billion tonnes/year, 
following China (12 billion tonnes) and the U.S. (4.9 billion tonnes).

About Global Carbon Budget & India’s Emission Profile :

● Global Carbon Project: A leading scientific consortium tracking greenhouse gas emissions, 
land-use changes, and carbon sinks.

● Carbon Budget: The allowable amount of CO₂ emissions to keep global warming below a 
temperature threshold, such as 1.5°C.

● India’s Energy Mix: Coal remains the dominant fuel in India’s power sector, though clean 
energy transitions are rapidly expanding.

● Land-Use Emissions: Permanent deforestation emits ~4 billion tonnes/year, offset only 
partially by reforestation efforts.

● Climate Change Impact: Declining efficiency of land and ocean carbon sinks indicates 
reduced natural absorption capacity.



Protection of pristine Sal forest in 
Jharkhand
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• Conservation, environmental pollution and 
degradation, environmental impact 
assessment.



Supreme Court Orders Saranda Forest Sanctuary Creation

The Supreme Court has directed the Jharkhand government to declare 31,468.25 hectares of 
the pristine Saranda sal forest as a wildlife sanctuary, emphasising protection of biodiversity 
while balancing sustainable mining, and ensuring tribal rights remain unaffected. 

Supreme Court’s Key Directions and Observations:

• Mandatory Declaration: The Court directed Jharkhand to notify 31,468.25 hectares (314 
sq. km.) of Saranda as a wildlife sanctuary.

• Ecological Priority: The Bench noted that Saranda is among the world’s most pristine sal 
forests, needing urgent statutory protection to preserve its role .

• Tribals’ Rights Protected: The Court ensured that individual and community rights of 
Adivasi groups—Ho, Munda, Uraon—will not be affected, recognizing their role in 
sustainable forest management .

• State Obligation: Jharkhand was reminded of its constitutional duty to protect ecologically 
significant areas and conduct thorough environmental impact assessments for any 
development projects.



Ecological and Economic Significance of Saranda Forest

• Critical Biodiversity Hub: The forest hosts endangered species like the sal forest 
tortoise, four-horned antelope, Asian palm civet, and wild elephants, contributing 
significantly to India’s biodiversity .

• Cultural Ecosystem: Indigenous communities’ subsistence, culture and forest 
dependence are deeply tied to Saranda’s ecology, highlighting the importance of 
sustainable forest management practices .

• Iron Ore Importance: Saranda carries 26% of India’s iron ore reserves, crucial for 
industries like SAIL and Tata Steel, necessitating a balance between resource 
extraction and forest management.

• Mining Concerns: Amicus curiae warned that declaring the entire forest as sanctuary 
would disrupt mining and employment, emphasizing the need for 
comprehensive environmental impact assessments.



Wildlife Sanctuary Declaration Framework :

● Wildlife Sanctuaries: Protected areas under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, meant to conserve 
flora, fauna, and biodiversity.

● State’s Role: State governments have the authority and legal obligation to notify ecologically 
important regions as sanctuaries.

● Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006: Protects rights of forest dwellers, ensuring no resettlement without 
consent and due process, supporting sustainable forest management .

● Environmental Balance: Conservation decisions must balance biodiversity protection, livelihood 
concerns, and sustainable resource extraction.

● Supreme Court Oversight: Courts intervene when states fail to fulfil statutory conservation 
responsibilities.
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