




Bringing global education home

Context 

❑ In recent years, India has witnessed a significant 
transformation in its higher education landscape, 
marked by the entry of world-class foreign 
universities.

❑ Based on the recommendations of the University 
Grants Commission (UGC), the Ministry of Education 
has issued twelve letters of intent to leading global 
institutions, with one U.K. university already 
commencing operations in Gurugram for the 2025–26 
academic session. 

❑ This shift signals not only a conscious policy 
realignment but also a strategic vision to expand 
educational opportunities for Indian students and 
reshape the nation’s place in global academia.



Policy Foundation and Vision 

❑ The cornerstone of this development lies in the UGC regulations introduced in 2023, which enabled 
foreign universities to set up campuses in India with operational autonomy and regulatory clarity. 

❑ This initiative aligns directly with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasizes reimagining 
higher education to be both globally competitive and locally grounded.

The Reason Behind India’s Timing in Opening Its Doors to Foreign Universities 

❑ A unique convergence of factors  large and aspirational youth population, a rapidly expanding 
economy, and an innovation-driven startup ecosystem.

❑ The demand for high-quality education in emerging fields such as artificial intelligence, sustainability, 
and data science is rising sharply. 

❑ At the same time, India’s domestic reforms, such as hybrid learning models, streamlined research 
funding via the Anusandhan National Research Foundation, and outcome-oriented accreditation 
reforms, create fertile ground for global institutions to thrive. 

❑ Foreign universities, many of which face operational challenges and demographic shifts in the West, 
find in India a promising environment. 



Local Advantage, Global Gains of the Arrival of Foreign Campuses 

❑ For Indian students and their families, the benefits are transformative. Access to world-class education 
at home eliminates the financial and logistical burdens of studying abroad. 

❑ Students can now experience global curricula, diverse peer networks, and international research 
opportunities without leaving their own cultural and familial environment. 

❑ This accessibility democratises global education, making it attainable for students who might otherwise 
have been excluded due to economic or social constraints. 

Raising the Bar for Indian Institutions 

❑ The arrival of foreign campuses inevitably raises the bar for domestic universities. 

❑ Competition compels innovation, urging Indian institutions to upgrade curricula, foster research, and 
strengthen global linkages. 

❑ Already, collaborations between IITs, IISERs, AIIMS, and international universities are driving 
advancements in renewable energy, public health, and engineering. 

❑ The new campuses will only accelerate such exchanges, enriching both research output and 
academic culture. Moreover, this influx of foreign players contributes to India’s broader knowledge 
economy. 



India as an Education Powerhouse 

❑ Despite India’s established reputation in technology, diplomacy, and manufacturing, its 
potential in education remains under emphasised. 

❑ Yet, the country’s rich intellectual heritage, from ancient centres like Nalanda to modern 
experiments like Shantiniketan, provides a foundation for positioning India as a distinctive 
force in international education. 

❑ The goal is not to mimic Western models but to create an educational environment that 
blends global excellence with local wisdom. 

❑ Welcoming international institutions and students is not a diversion from addressing 
domestic challenges; rather, it amplifies resources, quality, and ambition within the Indian 
system. 

❑ By shaping the narrative of what world-class education means, India can move from being 
a consumer to a co-creator of global educational standards.



Global Plastic Pollution crisis

CONTEXT

❑ Global plastic pollution is 
reaching alarming levels, 
with waste projected to 
triple by 2060 to 1.2 billion 
tonnes, posing a 
grave ecological threat.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/08/04/what-are-the-major-environmental-and-ecological-risks-associated-with-indias-wind-energy-expansion-how-can-ecological-impact-assessments-be-improved-to-address-these-risks/


Scale of the Crisis

❑ Global plastic production doubled between 2000–2019, 
touching 460 MT; this growth is driven by packaging 
and fast consumption.

❑ Only 9% of plastic is recycled, leading to massive 
leakage into landfills, rivers, and open dumps.

❑ 11 MT of plastic enters oceans annually, harming 
marine species and contaminating the food chain.

❑ Plastics degrade into micro/nano particles that 
infiltrate air, water, soil, and even human blood and 
lungs.

❑ Without urgent reforms, OECD projects plastic waste 
will nearly triple by 2060, overwhelming waste systems 
globally.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/oecd-report/


Grave Problems of Plastic Pollution

❑ Plastics take centuries to decompose, resulting in 
permanent accumulation in ecosystems.

❑ Plastic production and burning contribute 3.4% of 
global GHG emissions, intensifying climate 
change.

❑ Turtles, seabirds, and fish ingest plastic, causing 
starvation, poisoning, and reproductive harm.

❑ Carcinogens and endocrine disruptors in plastics 
leach into food and water, impacting fertility and 
immunity.

❑Marine plastic pollution causes losses worth $13 
billion yearly in fisheries, tourism, and shipping 
sectors.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/endocrine-disrupting-chemicals/


Global Efforts

• UNEA-5 Treaty (2022): 193 nations agreed to negotiate a binding treaty to end plastic pollution by 2024.

• SDG Alignment: Plastic reduction supports SDG-12 (sustainable consumption), SDG-13 (climate action), 
SDG-14 (life below water).

• Circular Economy Push: Global campaigns promote reuse, redesign, and recycling to reduce virgin plastic 
production.

Indian Efforts

• Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016/2022: Bans selected single-use plastic items and enforces 
producer responsibility.

• Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0: Focuses on 100% door-to-door waste collection, segregation, and 
processing.

• Plastic Roads: Over 1.2 lakh km of Indian roads use waste plastic, reducing bitumen use and improving 
durability.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-pollution-and-control/waste-management/plastic-waste/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-pollution-and-control/waste-management/plastic-waste/


India's First bamboo based ethanol plant

Context:

❑ Prime Minister of India inaugurated India’s 
first bamboo-based ethanol plant at 
Numaligarh Refinery, Golaghat, Assam, and 
laid the foundation stone of a polypropylene 
plant.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/02/04/ethanol-production-india/


What it is

❑A bioethanol plant that converts bamboo biomass into 2G ethanol, a renewable alternative 
to fossil fuels.

❑Part of India’s National Bio-Energy Mission and Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) to 
achieve 20% ethanol blending by 2025.

❑ Assam Bio-Ethanol Private Limited (ABEL) in collaboration with Numaligarh Refinery Ltd 
(NRL) under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.

Objective

❑To reduce crude oil imports by producing ethanol locally from bamboo.

❑To boost bamboo cultivation in the Northeast, creating an assured market for farmers.

❑To promote circular economy and energy security through waste-to-fuel technology.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/06/30/revised-guidelines-under-the-biomass-programme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/06/30/revised-guidelines-under-the-biomass-programme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/06/30/revised-guidelines-under-the-biomass-programme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/06/04/india-energy-security/




Judicial Pendency

Context

❑ The pendency of cases in the Supreme 
Court has hit an all-time high of 88,417, 
despite the court functioning at its full 
sanctioned strength of 34 judges.

❑ Fresh filings in August 2025 (7,080) 
exceeded the disposal rate (5,667), 
pushing pendency further.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/structure-organization-and-functioning-of-the/judiciary/sc/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/structure-organization-and-functioning-of-the/judiciary/sc/


Judicial backlog refers to the accumulation of cases that remain pending for disposal beyond a 
reasonable timeframe, creating delays in access to justice.

Trends at Supreme Court Level

❑ Rising Caseload 69,553 civil and 18,864 criminal cases pending (NJDG data, Sept 2025).

❑ Disposal Rate ~80% of monthly filings disposed (August 2025).

❑ Annual Snapshot In 2025, 52,630 cases filed vs. 46,309 disposed (~88% disposal rate).

❑ Historic High Pendency rising steadily since 2023 despite full judge strength and swift 
appointments.

❑ Institutional Efforts  CJI renamed summer vacation as “partial working days,” constituting 21 
Benches to hear cases during recess — yet pendency continues to rise.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/16/national-judicial-data-grid/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/05/15/chief-justice-of-india/
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