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Topics for Today
1. Indian Judiciary and Litigation and pendency of cases

2. India-Africa relations and Potential.

3. Supreme court judgement on Man- Wildlife conflict.




Q. Which one of the following statements is
correct with respect to fundamental rights?

(a) Rights are claims of the State against the citizens.
(b) Rights are privileges which citizens are expected to
enjoy as per the wishes of the Government.

(c) Rights are claims of the citizens against the State.
(d) Rights are privileges granted by the State.

Article 32 enables
people to approach
SC for fundamental
rights, says CJI Gavai
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Syllabus
General Studies paper I

e Structure, organization and functioning
of the Executive and the Judiciary—
Ministries and Departments of the
Government; pressure groups and
formal/informal associations and their
role in the Polity




Context

O India’s justice delivery system faces an enduring
crisis marked by enormous case pendency,
procedural delays, and structural weaknesses in the
subordinate judiciary.

1 With 69 crore cases pending in district courts, the
burden falls heavily on lower courts, which form the
backbone of the judicial hierarchy.

O Recent Supreme Court observations highlight a
sense of stagnation in this tier, aggravated by judges
lacking basic training and experience.

U Addressing this crisis requires targeted structural
reforms, improved training frameworks, and
modernisation of procedural laws.
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Obstacles to Efficiency in Subordinate Courts

O A major obstacle to efficiency in subordinate courts is the excessive clerical workload
imposed on judges.

1 Under the Code of Civil Procedure (CPC) and the Civil Rules of Practice, judges must
call every suit, issue summons, receive vakalathnamas, and handle routine filings.

U These tasks occupy crucial morning hours, often from 10:30 a.m. to noon, leaving
judges minimal time for hearing cases or writing judgments.

L This misallocation of judicial time contributes directly to pendency.

L A practical solution is the appointment of a dedicated judicial officer at the lowest rank
in each district to perform ministerial functions for all courts of a particular cadre.

U Such a system would free subordinate judges from clerical tasks and substantially
improve productivity and case disposal.



Judicial Competence and Training

O Another systemic challenge is the decline in the experience and preparedness of
newly appointed judges.

O Traditionally, district munsifs and magistrates were selected from lawyers with a
decade or more of practice under senior advocates, ensuring familiarity with
courtroom dynamics and legal reasoning.

O Today, many judges enter directly from law school with little exposure to real litigation,
making it difficult to handle complex matters or pass reasoned orders.

0 To remedy this, there is a need for mandatory training for new judges at High Court
benches, where they can observe proceedings, understand judicial conduct, and
study how orders are drafted.

O This work culture through observation would significantly strengthen the subordinate
judiciary’s competence and improve the quality of decision-making.



The Role of the Higher Judiciary and the Path Forward

Reducing pendency is not solely the responsibility of subordinate courts. Higher courts must also
ensure timely disposal of appeals and revisions.

The objective should be reasonable termination of proceedings rather than hastening the
commencement of new ones.

Reform requires a combination of measures

1. Modernising procedural law to eliminate outdated steps.

2. Improving recruitment standards by selecting experienced lawyers as judges.
3. Strengthening judicial training, especially at the entry level.

4. Simplifying execution mechanisms to ensure decrees have real enforceability.

Without these interventions, pendency will continue to rise and public confidence in the justice system
will erode further.



India- Africa Relations

India needs to connect, build and revive’ with Africa

en yiiars ago, New Delhi bosted the lase

Incli-fdrica Forum Summil (IAFS-AI. The

W5 sl wias a momend al
signibcance. Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic
imagination under Prime Minister Narendra
Mok, [recliss hael welcomed representatives rom
all 54 Alrican states,

Since then India has added 17 new missions
acria Alrici Trade has surpassed $H00 billion,
Ievestment llows are gathering pace. India's
supgart lor Africa's glolsal voice has grown. I was
keey in ersuring full membership for the Alrican
Unicn in the G-300 18 s fow linee 1o take stock,
nat anly ol promisss made but also of the
Toundations kid.

The opportunities and challenges

Iy 2050, o in four peaple on earth will be in
Adrica. Incia will be the warld's third larges
eponmy. Between thes: v lies a potential
grovath corridor of commerce, demography,
technology and aspication.

Inclicn 13 among Alrica's op lve investors, with
cumulative irvestments of 375 billion. However,
ke unelerlying mocel has shilled. From ports g
power lnes, vivecine production to digital ools,
ke message for engagement is clear. Buikl
together.

The evolstion of s is visible. I April 2025,
India and nine Alrican navies (Comoroes, Djibouli,
Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambigue, the
Sepchedles, South Adrica and Tanzania) exercised
together in the frst Alrica-lndia Key Maritime
Engagernent (AJKEYMED, initialing a security
parinership rooted in shared oceanic geograpiy.

Inelia’™s Exim Bank recently extended a $40
miillian commercial credit line w the ECOWAS
Enk for Investment amd Development (EBID) -
et in scade, but a sgnal ol interest in
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Ten vears after
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last India-Africa
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African-ed development. Education remsins a
trusted pillar.

The new camps ol 1T Madras, in Zanzibar, is
Lher maosd vizible example. Behind it sands
decades of knowledge parinerships, induding the
Pan-Alrican e-Network and India's Indian
Technical and Economic Coaperation (ITEC)
programme, which continie 1o train thousamds
across Ehe conlinent.

These are nod iselated elfons but partal a
pronwing wieh. Gevond that, Indis continues o
pussh for African repress ptation in galal
instibutions ard contributes 1o Unibed Nations
peacekeeping migsions on the continem.

India’s trade with Alrica is growing, but it sill
liages behind China. Indian lirms arrive full o
prommises but are aften dowed by small balanee
sheets and bureaucratic drag. The templation bo
seale back i real, bul erromseosus.

Instead, Inelio rmust monee wp the value chain,
That mesans oco-imvesting in fture-facing sectors —
preen hydnogen, electric mobility and digital
infrastructure. Arica tocly is assening s berms.
The African Continental Free Trade Area
CAICFTAY is laving the grouncdwork for a singhe
contirental market. Indi's UPLand digital gack
can oomplement this trnsformation. Als, oals
aloome are ot strabegy. Delivery i, In cities such as
Bigadi (Rwanclay, Mairobi (Kenyal and Lagos
(Higeria), Alrican inpowvation ecosystems are
growing. Bul the competition is global.

The human link

Inelia’s most enduring export b Adrica is not
technology. It is talent. Nearly 40,000 Africans
tianve stucliexd in Enclia in che last decade, through
the ITEC, the Indian Council e Cultural
Relations (HOCR) ancd the e-Network pltforms.
Many have nsturned 1o shape palicy, run

ministries or lewd innovation back bome. They
are living bridges that carry trust across bonders
The movemenl & ol one way. African

stulents, sthletes ancd eobre prene urs ane carving
their space in India. Nigerian footballers such as
Ranli Marting have become howsebold names,
The Indian oricket team's s bowding coach i
South Alrica's Morne Morkel. Alrican vaices are
present in India's universities and Bbariories.
The parimership is not just sravegic. It is lvel.

Looking to the future
I Inclia wanks b sustain Ehis momenbam, Uthres
moves matter.

First, connect inance 1o real oscomes. Bvery
lime of ereclit st bead to something visible and
valualde, Public hnance must de-risk, oot
displace, private capital

Second, build an Incdis-Adrica digital corridor.
This should rest not only on UPLand India Stack
bt also on Africa’s digital strengihs. Together, we
can co-devedap plaifor ms for health, sducation
anal payments that serve the Global Sauath.

Third, revive the institutional backbone. The
IAFE has not mel since 2005, That Summid, a1 Mr.
Modi's insdstence, brought all of Adrica wgether.
A% it chiesl coardinator, this wriler saw Erst-hamnd
the diplamatic ensrgy it released. [t is time o
bring that spirit back as a date on India's
diplomatic calendar.

There was a lime when merchants crossed the
Inclian Ooean in search ol spice amd gobd. Todyy,
Inclia and Alrica are nod just exchanging poods
Thery are beginning 1o exchange conbdencs,
capacily, ideas, and connecting futures.

Addecade after India welcomed all of Africa
Dhelhd, the neat chapter nessds 1o be written. India
once extended a hand o the whole of Alrica.
Mo it is time 1o join hands and build together.
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1. Bilateral, regional and global groupings
and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

2. Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries on
India’s interests, Indian diaspora.




Context

1 A decade has passed since New Delhi hosted the third India—Africa Forum Summit
(IAFS-1Il), a landmark event that symbolised a transformative shift in India’s
diplomatic vision.

O By welcoming representatives from all 54 African nations, India signalled its ambition
to elevate the relationship into a continent-wide, strategic partnership.

O Theyears since have seen rising trade, new missions, expanding educational
networks, and greater political alignment, yet they have also revealed persistent
challenges that demand new solutions.

O AsIndiarises as a global economic heavyweight and Africa becomes the
demographic centre of the world, both regions stand on the threshold of a shared
future that requires coordinated, co-created action.



Features of Indo-Africa Ties
O The strategic logic of India—Africa ties has strengthened considerably since 2015.

O India’s establishment of 17 new diplomatic missions and trade surpassing $100 billion
reflect a broadening engagement.

O These advances underscore India’s recognition of Africa’s increasing global importance,
especially as one in four people on Earth will be African by 2050, and India is set to
become the world’s third-largest economy.

O India has emerged as one of Africa’s top five investors, with $75 billion in cumulative
investment.

O More importantly, the model of engagement is shifting from traditional infrastructure
projects to co-creation in high-impact sectors such as vaccine production, digital tools,
and renewable technologies.



Competing in a Changing Global Landscape

O Despite progress, India faces significant challenges. China remains ahead in trade and
investment volumes.

O Indian companies are often hindered by limited financial scale and bureaucratic delays,
creating pressure to scale back engagement, an approach that would be strategically
misguided. Instead, India must move up the value chain.

O Future-facing sectors such as green hydrogen, electric mobility, and digital infrastructure offer
the opportunity for joint innovation and leapfrogging.

O Africa’s own transformation is accelerating through the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA), which aims to create a single continental market.

O India’s UPI and digital stack can complement Africa’s ambitions, but tools alone are not
strategy.

O With vibrant innovation hubs emerging in Kigali, Nairobi and Lagos, Africa is not just a recipient
of technology but a producer of innovation.



[ Connect finance to real outcomes particularly
Lines of credit should yield visible, high-impact
results, with public finance serving to de-risk
private capital.

1 Build an India-Africa digital corridor
and Collaboration must extend beyond UPI to
integrate Africa’s digital strengths, enabling co-
developed platforms for health, education and
payments across the Global South.

1 Revive the India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) The
absence of the summit since 2015 has left a
strategic vacuum. Its revival would restore
structure, visibility and coordinated direction.




Human-Wildlife conflict as a natural disaster

States must actively consider
notifying any ‘human-wildlife
conflict’ as natural disaster: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday, in a judgment,
said States must actively
consider notifying ‘human-
wildhile conllict’ as a natu-
ral disaster. A Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai directed States
0 pay an ex gratia amount
ol 20 lakh to victims of -
man-wildlite conflicts un-
der the Centrally Spon-
sored Umbrella Scheme ol
Integrated Development ol
Wildlite Habitars
(CSS-IDWH).

“All States should have
smooth and inclusive com-
pensation policies for crop
clamage, lass of lite of bath
human and cattle. In ordet
to reduce the timelines to
mitigate the issues result-
ing out of human-wilkllife
conflict, close coordina-
tion between  difleremt
agencies and departments
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The Supreme Cowrt directed States to not sy bufler and core areas
of their tiger reserves within the nest six months. e rHO10

with mandated responsi-
bilities should be ensured,”
the  Supreme  Court
ardered.

Tree felling in Corbett
The court was hearing a
petition  alleging  ilegal
tree-felling and construc-
tion in the Corbett Tiger
Reserve, ane ol the oldest
in the country.

The judgment made the
State of Uttarakhand fully
liabde to restore and repair
the Corbett ecology. The

State, in consultation with
the Central Empowered
Committee, was directed
to submil a restoration
plan for the reserve in two
months, begin demolish-
ing illegal constructions
there in three months and
file a compliance affickavit
in the apex court in a year.

The judgment, asthored
by Chiel Justice Gavai, di-
rected States to notify bufl-
er and core areas of their
tiger reserves within the
next six months.
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 Conservation,environmental

pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.



https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/environmental-pollution/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/environmental-pollution/

In a landmark ruling aimed at preserving India’s tiger habitats, the Supreme Court has
issued sweeping directions to curb ecological damage in tiger reserves.

Background of the Case

M The ruling stems from a suo motu intervention by the Supreme Court after reports of
unauthorised tree felling, illegal construction, and misuse of funds surfaced within
the Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve.

O An expert committee appointed by the Court investigated the violations and
proposed detailed recommendations for ecological restoration.

O Accepting the committee’s findings, the Court noted that tiger tourism, while
valuable for public awareness, has often devolved into “mass commercial tourism”
detrimental to wildlife and forest ecosystems.

O The judgment seeks to strike a balance between ecotourism, local livelihoods, and
biodiversity protection.



Tiger Safaris Only in Non-Forest Areas

O The Court categorically prohibited tiger safaris inside core or critical tiger habitats,

directing that they may only be established on non-forest or degraded forest land
within buffer zones.

O Further, such safaris must operate in association with a fully functional rescue and

rehabilitation centre for tigers, catering to conflict animals, injured, or abandoned
wildlife.

Complete Ban on Night Tourism and Mobile Use

[ Recognising the disturbance caused by human activity and noise pollution, the Court
imposed a complete ban on night tourism within tiger reserves.

O In areas where roads pass through core tiger habitats, the Court ordered strict night-

time regulation, prohibiting vehicular movement from dusk to dawn, except for
emergency or ambulance services.



Eco-Sensitive Zone Norms for Tiger Reserves

O The Court directed that Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) around tiger reserves must conform to the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) norms.

O Under this, the minimum ESZ area shall be equivalent to the buffer or fringe area of the tiger reserve.

O States were instructed to notify ESZ boundaries within one year, ensuring uniform protection
standards nationwide.

Regulation of Tourism Infrastructure in Buffer Zones

O The judgment mandates that all tourism infrastructure development in buffer areas comply with ESZ
notifications under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

O While eco-friendly resorts may be allowed in buffer areas, the Court emphasised that no such
establishment shall be permitted in tiger corridors.

Q It further recommended promoting community-managed homestays and village-based ecotourism,
thereby ensuring that conservation efforts benefit local populations.
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