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Topics for Today
1. Centre notifies four new Labour codes

2. A new direction for India should be toward Asia

3. India's first private PSLV launch likely in early 2026.



Centre notifies four new Labour Codes

Centre notifies four
new Labour Codes

They replace 29 fragmented laws, some of them dating back to 1930s;

PM terms Codes progressive’; trade unions call them “pro-employer’

AM, Jigeesh
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he Centre on Fri-
I day notified all four
Labour Codes, ush-

ering in major reforms, in-
cluding extending univer-
sal social security coverage
for gig workers, promising
gender pay parity, expand-
ed rights and safety for wo-
men workers, giving statu-
tory backing for minimum
wages, and introducing
fixed-term employment.
The Code on Wages
(2019), Industrial Relations
Code (2020), Code on So-
cial Security (2020), and
the Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Condi-
tions  (OSHWC) Code
(2020) had been held back
due to protests from trade
unions, which continue. In
a joint statement, 10 Cen-

Consolidated Codes

An overview of the four Codes notified by
the Centre and their scope
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the settlernent of central labour laws related to workplace
industrial disputes safety, health, and working conditions

tral Trade Unions called
the Codes an “anti-worker
and pro-employer™
reform.

The Codes, which came
into effect on Friday, re-
place 29 fragmented laws,
many of which date back to
pre-Independence  and
early post-Independence

eras (1930s-19505). Prime
Minister Narendra Wodi
described these as “one of
the most comprehensive
and progressive labour-
oriented reforms  since
Independence™.
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* Indian Economy and issues relating
to planning, mobilization, of
resources, growth, development and
employment.

* Inclusive growth and issues arising
from it.



https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/inclusive-growth/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/inclusive-growth/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/inclusive-growth/

CONTEXT

[ The Central Government has officially
implemented all four Labour Codes from
November 21, replacing 29 outdated
laws and introducing major reforms
in wages, social security, industrial
relations, and workplace safety, with
strong support from industry bodies and
mixed reactions from trade unions.

Transforming Labour Governance

Before - 29 Existing Labour Laws

. Labour
2o 4 Codes z

The Code on
Wages, 2019
The Industrial

Relations Code,
2020
The Code on
Social Security,

2020 The Occupational
Safety, Health and
Working Conditions

Code, 2020

Source: Ministry of Labour & Employmaent



Major Highlights of the Newly Implemented Labour Codes:

O The Code on Wages (2019), Industrial Relations Code (2020), Code on Social Security
(2020), and OSHWC Code (2020) came into force together after a five-year wait.

d Industry bodies such as CIl, Nasscom, and the Indian Staffing Federation welcomed the
reforms, calling them modern, progressive, and worker-centric.

d The Codes promise fair wages, universal social security, gender pay parity, and safer
working conditions across all industries.

O The reforms introduce gig and platform worker definitions, ensuring social security
coverage for nearly 50 crore unorganised-sector workers.

O Women'’s rights expand significantly: night-shift permission, safer workplaces, and
gender-neutral provisions ensure wider labour participation.

O The Codes also ensure mandatory appointment letters, timely wage payments, and free
annual health check-ups for workers above 40.



Reactions from Trade Unions, Industry Leaders, and Government

« The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) praised the reforms as the biggest worker-
centric move since Independence.

« The National Front of Indian Trade Unions (NFITU) welcomed the guarantee
of minimum wages and equal pay for equal work for women.

* In contrast, 10 Central Trade Unions condemned the Codes as pro-employer,
labelling them a “return to master-servant era” and announcing protests.

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed the Codes as a comprehensive overhaul
enabling ease of doing business, simple compliance, and universal social security.

- Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya emphasised sustained coordination with States
to ensure smooth rollout, as nearly all States have published draft rules.



Understanding Labour Codes:

e The Codes consolidate 29 Central labour laws into 4 streamlined Codes.

Key reforms include:

- National floor wage ensuring statutory minimum pay across India.

- Fixed-term employment, granting contract workers full benefits equal to permanent employees.

- Aadhaar-linked Universal Account Number enabling portability of social security benefits
across States.

- Inspector-cum-facilitator model replacing punitive inspections with supportive compliance.
- OSH Board for national-level harmonisation of workplace safety standards.

- Coverage expansion: Gig workers, migrant workers, platform workers, plantation labourers, and
hazardous industry workers brought under safety and social security systems.



India's Foreign policy shift to Asia

The new direction for India should be toward Asia

he photograph of Russian President
T"r‘lud.ilnir Putin, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Maodi an Chinese President Ni

Jinping in an animated comversation al the 2025
Tianjin Shanghai Cosperation Organizatian (SC0)
cummit in early Septembser this vear exhibi
elements unilving them, which has been the
hallmark of meetings af the G5 Just 2 month
Later, at the Busan Summit 2025, the photograph
ol U5, President Donald Trump, who looked
ureasy, ard Mr. Xi, who looked calm, ot the *G2"
summit, acknowledges the power shift to Asia

The L3, Secretary of State tokd the Senate that
the stary af the 215t century will be written in
Asia. The global tremd was then sheeured by now
LS, Ambassacor o India Sergio Gor Lying out
thee U575 prioeities: “pull India® to its side away
frovm China and get India 1o stop buying cheap
Russian oil. Mr. Modi liber made dear that India'’s
future canmot be dictated by others.

Acritical masment For foreign policy

Inalia’s Foredgn policy is at an inflexion point ag it
i o the cusp af becoming ane of the largest
eromamies, and the U3, i upending
mulilateralism and reducing Incia'’s strategic
policy space in ral key domains as India's
redations with China improve and these with
Russia strengthen. [s the LS, thaarting [ndia’s
rise b prevent another China? With China, it
shouled be a case of ‘trust but verily' as
negotiations for an intermational border in
Ladakh acdvarce with it having the patential b
settle the Kashmir issue and investment that may
follow. Fussia is a To-year-old bested partoer amd
its S-400 was the game-changer in ‘Operation
Sincloar’.

For India, the chodee is not binary, as western
analysts argue, tilting towards the U8 or China.
The new darection lor India should be toward
Asia, whose marke will be hnger than the U,

Asia is coming tagether ina form very differem
b theee wary the West came tagether, not based on
colonialism or global rules but shared value chain
imberests. Coundries in the regian want

Mukul Sanwal

k& a foemnor United
Kations diplomat

Aska b at the
centre of the
wirld and India
shauld fosous an
selfsustalning
arowth

partnership with Indi, as it has the echnological
capacity and economic heft o balanee China.

Asia, with two-thinds of the glebal populaion
ard weahh, s again a1 the centre of the world.
BRICS, with averlapping membership and
policies, the SC0, with its stress on
peesecurity-economics, and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, a pelitical-rade
grouping, are poing o be imtertwined. The doar
Lo re-enkry into the Regional Comprehensive
Evanomic Partnership is still open. This is where
trade concessions should be made, which will be
caitsiche Workd Trace Organization rules,
intluding modus vivendi on trade with China, as
an shernative market 1o the US,

Hard decisions

Inclia has mowed away fram the hesitations af a
developing country, ring-lencing its growih, toan
emerging power, confidently engaging others as a
peer. LS. pressure has led 1o new national
consensus an acceplability ol hard dedsions,

First, operationalisaion of ‘drabegic
ooy’ dhiubd be based on India's uniqueness
hanving bwo global agendas. It has the highest
grovih rate, buge potential 60 2000, the Lingest

pocil an the highest number ol the pooe.

the United Nations, India's loundatianal
suistainable development interests are closer b
the Glebal South. Inclia will nesd o claridy its
unclerstancling of ‘parmesship’ linking valus
chains and adjusting priorities withowt diluing
them b avedd aceepling the agendas and
ramseworks of others.

Secoml, the new rules will be very different b
the ald anes. Asia had no answer 1o Eurape's
gunbeats and later keverage, amd
imterdependence give immens: acvantage o the
West. Interconnectedness of the
ig redlected in technohygical capa
diplomacy, leacding w milicary cipabilicy.
Assumptions of foreign, technology and security
policies are being questioned as inovation
interconnections determine economic growih,
poditical influence and military strength. For

Inclias, there can be oo compromise on national
ikata, encogenous technalogy innavation, loeal
defencs production and indusive grawth.

Third, cyber warfare should be the central
pillar af natianal security, based an India’s
comparative sdvantags, and not theatre
commands as hnd-boased threats have changesd.
China has sepped back Iram the Ching-Pakistan
Eeanmic Corridlar which Pakistan has
substituted with expensive Asian Development
Bank lans. 1t has strategic support from the LS,
a mutual defence pact with Saudi Arabia and
increasel inlluence, along with the 15,
Banghlesh. The LS. i seeking the Bagram base
in Adghanistan, Inclia has alzo scured s
siz-manth waiver from ULE. sanctions an
Chatrabar Part which gave India an opening into
Iram_ Alghanistan, Central Asia and RBussa

The evolving neighbourbood landscape
suggests the neexl for o national debate an
recrienting defence allocations - halving the s
af the Army and redecing members of large
(Emported) platforms for endogenous Artihcial
Intelligence (A1), air defence, space, missles and
dranes where India has world-class capability -
1o factor in the nesd for continuing inmevation,
with spin-ofls for growth.

An Al Future
Lastly, shaping the glalxal Al future is necessary
lor doulde-digit inclusive growth. Bernstein, a
wealth management firm, inareport has askecd
questions abowt Incia's 180,37 2-crare Al mission,
that it eoukdd became inconseguential on
the glhobal stage. 1t also said that LS. companies
could dominate Al A Pardiamentary Standing
Comumittee has emphasised the need for
imdigenous research in loundational Al madels 1w
ansure soversign capability. Funding shold
imcrease ab heast 20-8ald o support national
strabegic collaboration, high-end computational
resauroes, proprietary model and talem
development driven by the Prime Minister's
Oftice. Al sovereignty is now the key reguirement
10 b= o plabal poer by 2047
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e |ndia and its
relations.

neighborhood-

 Bilateral, regional and global

groupings and agreements involving
India and/or affecting India’s
interests.




Context

d India’s foreign policy is undergoing a
significant shift as global power moves
from the West toward Asia, marked by
India’s growing engagements with China,
Russia, SCO, BRICS, and the emerging
Asian economic order.

[ The editorial analyses why India must re-
orient its strategic direction toward Asia
instead of relying on a binary U.S.—China
framework.




Emerging Asian Power Shift and India’s Central Role

Growing Asian relevance: Recent summits—from the SCO Tianjin 2025 to
the G2 Busan Summit—highlight the unmistakable geopolitical shift
toward Asia, with China and India emerging as major poles.

Symbolic images: The contrasting images of India-China-Russia leaders in
animated conversation and a tense U.S.—China encounter indicate geopolitical
rebalancing.

Recognition by the West: The S. Secretary of State admitted that the 21st
century will be written in Asia, acknowledging Asia’'s demographic and
economic dominance.

S. discomfort: U.S. domestic actors push India away from China and Russia,
reflecting anxiety over India’s rising independent influence.

Indian assertion: The Prime Minister has clarified that India’s strategic choices
cannot be dictated by external powers, reinforcing autonomy.



Asia’s Unique Integration and India’s Opportunity :

Non-Western template: Asia is integrating not through colonial legacies or
imposed rules but through value-chain partnerships and economic
complementarities.

Demand for India: Asian nations see India as a balancing force due to
its technology capacity, market size, and economic credibility.

Rise of regional blocs: BRICS, SCO, and ASEAN are becoming intertwined in geo-
security, economic integration, and political cooperation.

Re-entry into RCEP: The door remains open for India to rejoin RCEP, enabling
access to the world’s largest regional market.

Alternative to U.S. markets: New trade arrangements with China may provide
strategic breathing space beyond WTO structures.



Challenges:

O External pressure: Persistent pressure from the S. to align against China and
Russia limits India’s diplomatic manoeuvring space.

O Geopolitical uncertainty: Improving ties with China remain fragile due to
unresolved border disputes, creating unpredictability.

O Technology dependence: Heavy reliance on Western Al, chipsets, and digital
infrastructure restricts India’s strategic autonomy.

O Regional instability: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh face political
volatility, affecting India’s neighbourhood strategy.

O Slow defence reform: India’s defence restructuring is slow, with large
budgetary commitments to personnel rather than innovation.

O Economic integration gaps: India’s exit from RCEP weakens its role in Asian
supply chains.



India's First Private PSLV launch

India’s first private PSLV
launch likely in early 2026

Anonna Dutt
New Dalld, November 21

THE FIRST flightof a privately
bullt PELY roecket will lkely
happen early next year, with
two more launches planned for
2026, sccordingto one of the in-
dustry panners developing the
rocket.

“We havestarted dellvering
the PELY hardware and we are
hopeful that next year we will
have two or three launches.
This will of course depend on
the payloads being ready as
well as avallable slots with re-
spect te 13RO's {Indlan Space
Research Organisation) launch
calendar” sald AT Ramchan-
danl, senlor WP and Head, LET
Precislon Engineering & Sys-
tems, which is a partof the con-
sortium manufacturing the pri-
vate PSLV launchers.

For the first launch, the
PsLAV-NIwill carry the eamhob-
servation satellite EOS-100

Initlally, the misslon was
scheduled for the first quarter
of 2025, According to sources,
at least one misslon with the
privately manufactured PSLY
would have been possible this
vear {tself. However. It was de-
Layed as the satelllte it was sup-
posad tocarry was not ready.

“There were a few compo-
nents or systems in which we
faced challenges. but ISRO
helped us out We are geared up
forlaunch,” sald Ramchandand,

* WAY FORWARD FOR PRIVATECONSORTIUM

be manufactured pri-
vately

THE COMTRACT was awarded to
a consartum of HAL and L&T,
wihich wall manufactune ot least
firwe launch vehicles

THE PSLV an 15RO work- 15RO 15 cwrrenthy respan-
haree, is s first rocketto I 1 sible for conracting ar
.

pravidng payloads for
thesa PELY masions

INFUTURE it i= likely the consoe-
toum will be albile to create its own
clierit base, market the launcheas
and schedule them as wall

The Indlan Space Researnch
Organizatlon had called for
commerclalization of its work-
horse launch vehicle PSLY In
2022, making it the flrst vehicle
toundergothe process after the
space sector was opened up to
private players.

While the contract awarded
tothe HAL and L&T consortium
calls for manufacturing flve
lawnch vehlcles for the space
agency, there may be apossibil-
Iy of move in the future.

“I believe that 15RO feels
that the demand |5 there and
we may end up dodng another
ten launches after these.” sakd
Bamchandand.

And, while the space agency
Is currently responsible for con-
tracting or providing payloads
for these PSLY misslons. golng
forweard, it ks likety that the con-
soetium will be able to create lts
own cllent base, market the
launiches, and schedule them as
well

“This = different from the
510 model about which 15RO
wasvery clearupfront about the
companies having to produce
the launch vehicle, sell the
launches from day 1. It was on
the company tosee the potertial
demandand catertolt,” he sald.

The 551V vechnology was
transferredto HAL, which s also
a part of the PELY consortiurm.

Bamchandani added that
companbes manufacturing sat-
ellites have reached out totherm
especlally those worldng in do-
meaing such as communication
and earth ohservatlon that
usally requibne satellites heavier
thanonesthat canbe carred on
smaller launch vehbeles suchas
EELV or Vikram-L

“after a couple of launches
the confidence will come.
Today, we are also notstepplng
out and reaching out to cus-
tomers. bt [supposethat Is the
next step after a couple of
launches,” hesakd.
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Achievements of Indians in
science & technology;
indigenization of technology and
developing new technology.

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space,
Computers, robotics, Nano-

technology, bio-technology and
issues relating to intellectual

property rights.
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Context

A India is preparing for its first privately
built PSLV launch in early 2026,
marking a major step in
the commercialisation of ISRO’s
launch vehicles.

d The HAL-L&T consortium will
manufacture the rockets, with plans
for future private clients and expanded
mission capability.

3

India's First Private PSLV
Launch: What to Expect in 2026



Private PSLV Manufacturing and Upcoming Launches:

A India’s first privately built PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) is likely to
launch in early 2026, with two additional missions planned during the year.

O The manufacturing contract was awarded to a HAL-L&T consortium,
responsible for producing at least five PSLV launch vehicles for ISRO.

O According to L&T’s Senior VP T. Ramchandani, PSLV hardware delivery has
begun, and two to three missions could take off next year depending
on payload readiness and ISRO'’s launch calendar.

d The first mission, PSLV-N1, will carry the Earth-observation satellite EOS-10,
though earlier timelines were delayed due to satellite unavailability.

d ISRO originally aimed for a 2025 launch, and one mission could have taken
place this year if the payload had been ready.



Growing Commercial Potential and Industry Demand

A This move follows ISRO’s 2022 decision to commercialise PSLV, making it the
first Indian launch vehicle outsourced to industry after space sector reforms.

O Unlike the SSLV model, where companies had to build and market launches
from the beginning, PSLV missions will initially be contracted by ISRO.

A Going forward, the HAL-L&T consortium is expected to develop its own client
base, independently market launches, and create mission schedules.

0 Companies working in communication, remote sensing, and Earth-
observation satellites—which require heavier payload capacity than SSLV or
Vikram-I—have already approached the consortium.

d Ramchandani stated that demand is strong and the consortium
may produce 10 additional PSLVs beyond the initial five.



About PSLV and Private Participation:

O PSLV: India’s most reliable launch vehicle; known for delivering satellites
into sun-synchronous and polar orbits.

O Commercialisation: PSLV became the first ISRO rocket to be fully outsourced to
private industry after 2020 space reforms.

O HAL & L&T: Core partners supplying major subsystems; now responsible for end-
to-end rocket manufacturing.

(1 SSLV vs PSLV: SSLV is a small-lift, low-cost vehicle; PSLV is medium-lift with
proven global demand.

d ISRO’s Vision: Promote private launch capability, reduce manufacturing load, and
expand India’'s share in the global space economy.
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