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Advisory Opinion 

The Supreme Court has issued a significant advisory opinion under Article 143 of the 
Constitution, responding to a Presidential reference triggered by a two-judge Bench 
judgment from April 2025 related to delays in assent to State Bills.



Background to the Presidential Reference 

The Presidential reference arose due to the Supreme Court’s April 2025 judgment in State 
of Tamil Nadu vs. Governor of Tamil Nadu, which: 

1. Mandated a three-month timeline for Governors and the President to act on Bills, 

2. Declared such decisions judicially reviewable, 

3. Exercised Article 142 powers to grant “deemed assent” to several pending Tamil Nadu 
Bills. 

This ruling generated constitutional uncertainty, prompting the Union government to seek 
clarification on: 

1. Whether courts can prescribe timelines, 
2. Whether presidential inaction is justiciable, 
3. Whether the Supreme Court’s Article 142 powers can override constitutional 

provisions.



Scope of Questions Raised in the Reference 

The reference placed 14 constitutional questions 
before a Constitution Bench, primarily relating to: 

• Interpretation of Article 200 and Article 201 
regarding assent to State Bills, 

• Whether courts can intervene before a Bill 
becomes law, The justiciability of delays, 

• The permissible boundaries of Article 142.

These questions went to the heart of India’s federal 
structure and the functional relationship among State 
legislatures, Governors, and the Union.



Key Takeaways from the Supreme Court’s Advisory Opinion 

The five-judge Bench delivered a comprehensive opinion, which reshapes constitutional 
understanding on several fronts.

Governor’s Options Under Article 200 

❑ The Court clarified that a Governor has three constitutionally recognised choices when 
presented with a Bill: Assent, Reserve the Bill for Presidential consideration, Withhold assent 
and return the Bill to the legislature with observations. 

❑ These options are explicitly grounded in the constitutional text.  

Discretion of the Governor 

❑ The Court held that the Governor enjoys discretion in choosing among these options and is not 
bound by the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers regarding assent-related decisions.  

❑ This interpretation marks a significant shift from earlier decisions such as Shamsher Singh 
(1974) and Nabam Rebia (2016), which emphasised the primacy of ministerial advice.



Limited Justiciability 

❑ Governor’s actions under Article 200 are generally not justiciable.

❑ However, in cases of “glaring prolonged and unexplained inaction”, courts may issue a limited 
mandamus directing the Governor to act.

❑ Courts cannot review the validity of the Governor/President’s decision before a Bill becomes law.  

No Judicial Timelines 

❑ A key reversal of the April 2025 judgment: the Court held that in the absence of constitutional 
timelines, the judiciary cannot prescribe time limits for Governors or the President to act on Bills.  

No ‘Deemed Assent’ 

❑ The Court strongly rejected the concept of “deemed assent,” holding that the judiciary cannot 
substitute executive authority through Article 142. 

❑ Assent-related decisions belong exclusively to the Governor or President.
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Melghat Malnutrition Crisis 

❑ Recently, the Bombay High Court sharply 
criticised the Maharashtra and Union 
governments for their extremely casual 
handling of the alarming rise in malnutrition-
related infant deaths in Melghat, a tribal-
dominated region in Amravati district. 

❑ A petitioner informed the court that 65 infants 
(0–6 months) had died due to malnutrition 
between June 2025 and now, and over 220 
children were currently classified as Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) — with half at risk of 
dying without immediate intervention.



Melghat’s Persistent Malnutrition Crisis: Current Status 

❑ For over three decades, Melghat, home to predominantly Korku tribal communities, has struggled 
with chronic infant and maternal deaths linked to malnutrition and poor healthcare access.  

❑ Despite multiple government schemes, malnutrition remains widespread due to: Food insecurity 
High infection rates Poor access to healthcare Severe anaemia.

Infant Deaths: Fluctuating but Persistently High 

❑ Melghat comprises Dharni and Chikhaldara talukas with 324 villages. Infant deaths remain 
worryingly high. 

❑ Officials argue deaths stem not only from malnutrition but also: Anaemia Sickle cell disease 
Pneumonia Delayed treatment due to poor connectivity .

❑ However, the petitioner maintains that malnutrition exacerbates these illnesses, making them 
fatal without timely care.



Persistent Challenges Fueling Melghat’s Malnutrition

❑ Melghat faces severe infrastructural deficits that delay urgent medical care: 

❑ Poor road conditions make reaching hospitals on time difficult. 

❑ Inadequate electricity supply affects homes and healthcare facilities. 

❑ Shortage of fully functional PHCs, forcing dependence on distant hospitals. 

❑ These gaps contribute directly to preventable infant and maternal deaths.

Fragmented Governance and Poor Coordination 

❑ Experts note that various government departments work in silos, leading to: Irregular supply of 
nutrition supplements .

❑ Weak monitoring of malnutrition cases Poor coordination in implementing policies This 
fragmentation undermines even well-designed interventions.



Solutions to Tackle Malnutrition in Melghat 

Experts emphasise that eliminating malnutrition requires far more than food distribution. 

It demands a holistic, coordinated, and systems-based approach. 

Strengthen the Healthcare Ecosystem 

Build a robust maternal and child healthcare system. 

Ensure timely care for infections, anaemia, and other co-morbidities. 

Upgrade civic and health infrastructure across Melghat. 

Empower ASHA Workers with Strong Training 

Create a well-trained cadre of ASHA workers skilled in early identification of malnutrition. 

Equip them to initiate timely referrals and follow-up interventions. 

Integrate Health and Nutrition Interventions 

Combine nutrition support with treatment of associated illnesses. 
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Appointment and Oath Ceremony Details:

❑ President Droupadi Murmu will administer the oath of office to Justice Surya Kant, 
formally appointing him as the new Chief Justice of India (CJI).

❑ The swearing-in ceremony will take place at Rashtrapati Bhavan, following the 
established constitutional convention.

❑ Justice Kant’s appointment as the next CJI was officially notified on October 30, in 
accordance with the collegium recommendation system.

❑ His assumption of office marks continuity in the judicial leadership and ensures 
smooth transition within the Supreme Court hierarchy.

❑ He takes over the post from Justice B.R. Gavai, who demitted office on completing his 
tenure.



Appointment of Chief Justice of India

Constitutional Basis: Article 124(2) — President appoints the CJI.

Convention: Senior-most Supreme Court judge is appointed as CJI based on collegium 
recommendation.

Tenure: CJI serves until the age of 65 years.

Oath: Administered by the President of India under the Third Schedule of the Constitution.

Role of CJI:

○ Heads the Supreme Court and collegium system.

○ Allocates judicial work and benches.

○ Supervises the functioning of the entire judiciary.

○ Plays key role in appointments and transfers of judges.

○ May interact with UN special rapporteurs on international legal matters.
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the 
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA):
1.It is a statutory body established under the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972.
2.The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of the 

NTCA.
3.NTCA approves the Tiger Conservation Plans prepared 

by states.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Thank you
Address
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