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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the 
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA):
1.It is a statutory body established under the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972.
2.The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of the 

NTCA.
3.NTCA approves the Tiger Conservation Plans prepared 

by states.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
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Assam Anti-Polygamy Bill



Assam Moves to Criminalise Polygamy 
Through New Bill

The Assam government has introduced 
the Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, 
proposing imprisonment, heavy fines, and 
disqualification from government benefits for 
individuals entering second marriages while a 
first is valid. 

The Bill excludes Scheduled Tribes and Sixth 
Schedule areas, recognizing customary tribal 
practices. 



Key Provisions of Assam’s Anti-Polygamy Bill:

❑ The Bill makes polygamy a criminal offence, with punishment of up to seven years in 
jail, and 10 years if the offender conceals an existing marriage.

❑ Repeat offenders face double punishment, strengthening deterrence.

❑ The draft law excludes individuals belonging to Scheduled Tribes under Article 
342 and regions under the Sixth Schedule, where multiple marriages are permitted by 
customary law. 

❑ It aims to protect women, reduce hardship, and “streamline society”.

❑ The law applies even when an Assam resident enters a polygamous marriage outside 
the State, ensuring no loophole through cross-border marriages. 



Accountability Measures and Wider Impact

❑ The Bill brings village heads, qazis, priests, parents, and guardians under punishment if they 
knowingly support or conceal polygamous marriages.

❑ Clerics who solemnise illegal marriages may face fines up to ₹1.5 lakh.

❑ Anyone who intentionally withholds information from police may face two years’ imprisonment and 
fines up to ₹1 lakh.

❑ Individuals convicted under the law become ineligible for government employment, welfare 
schemes, or contesting elections. 

❑ The Bill provides a compensation mechanism for women harmed by polygamous marriages and 
empowers police to intervene before prohibited marriages occur.

❑ Existing polygamous marriages remain valid if conducted under recognized personal or customary 
laws before the Act comes into force. 



Constitutional & Legal Context :

● Article 342 defines Scheduled Tribes, allowing continuation of certain customary practices.

● The Sixth Schedule grants autonomy to tribal regions in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram, 
protecting tribal traditions including marriage customs.

● Polygamy laws in India vary across personal laws:

○ It is prohibited under Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

○ Allowed in certain cases under Muslim personal law.

○ Customary practices govern several tribal communities.

● Criminalising marriage-related offences typically falls under State List subjects, giving Assam the 
power to enact such legislation.

● Disqualification from government schemes and elections is aligned with principles of 
ensuring public morality within constitutional limits. 
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Trump's Ukraine Peace Plan



Context

❑ Former US President Donald Trump has 
unveiled a controversial Ukraine peace plan, 
proposing a major shift in US–Russia 
relations by reintegrating Moscow into the 
Western order. 

❑ This has unsettled Europe, Ukraine, and 
parts of the US establishment, while raising 
significant geopolitical implications for India, 
especially amid changing Eurasian power 
dynamics.



Understanding Trump’s Ukraine Peace Proposal

❑ Fresh Approach: Trump presents a bold framework to 
reconcile the US–Russia rivalry, challenging two decades of 
entrenched hostility.

❑ Core Offer: His 28-point proposal mirrors key Russian 
demands—territorial concessions in eastern Ukraine and 
Crimea, NATO neutrality for Kyiv, and limits on its military.

❑ Strategic Objective: Reintegration of Russia into the global 
economy and possibly the G7, reducing Moscow’s 
dependence on China.

❑ High-Stakes Diplomacy: Trump aims to reset relations 
despite Washington’s bipartisan suspicion toward Moscow.

❑ US Internal Divide: While MAGA groups push for 
disengagement from European conflicts, the US 
establishment views Trump’s approach as appeasement.



Key Geopolitical Concepts and International Frameworks :

❑ G7 / G8: Group of advanced economies; Russia was part of G8 until its suspension after Crimea 
(2014).

❑ NATO: Collective defence alliance; Ukraine seeks membership, strongly opposed by Russia.

❑ Crimea Annexation 2014: Russia’s unilateral takeover, condemned under international law and 
considered a violation of customary international law.

❑ Eurasian Geopolitics: Competition among major powers to prevent domination by any single state 
or coalition.

❑ Strategic Autonomy (India): India’s principle of independent decision-making without alignment to 
power blocs.

❑ Sino-Russian Axis: Deepening strategic, military, and economic partnership challenging Western 
influence.

❑ US Sanctions Laws: Include CAATSA, affecting countries engaging with Russia.

❑ Multipolarity: A global order with several influential powers—India’s preferred international 
structure.



Impact on Europe and Ukraine’s Security Calculus :

❑ European Concerns: The plan has rattled Europe, which struggles to manage the 
vacuum created by earlier US hesitations over Ukraine military aid. 

❑ Ukraine’s Alarm: Kyiv faces pressure to accept concessions that undermine 
its sovereignty, territorial integrity, and long-term security guarantees.

❑War Fatigue: Prolonged conflict has deepened military, economic, and 
humanitarian strains on Ukraine.

❑ Hard Bargaining Ahead: Any settlement requires resolving disagreements 
on borders, NATO membership, and US–EU security assurances.

❑ Diplomatic Deadlock: Despite talks, bridging gaps between Ukrainian aspirations 
and Russian demands remains extremely difficult.



Russia’s Position and Its Deepening China Alignment :

❑ Closer Ties with Beijing: Isolated after Crimea (2014) and the 2022 invasion, 
Russia turned decisively toward China—now its main economic 
partner, energy customer, technology supplier, and geopolitical backer.

❑ Strategic Vulnerability: Despite battlefield advantages, Russia 
faces economic stress, sanctions, and long-term isolation.

❑Moscow’s Assumptions: The Kremlin believes time favours Russia—
expecting Ukraine’s position to weaken and Western unity to erode.

❑ Desire for Autonomy: Moscow seeks recognition as an independent great 
power, not a junior partner in a China-centric order.

❑ Opportunity for Realignment: Even limited rapprochement with the West 
would strengthen Russia’s strategic choices.



India’s Strategic Stakes in a Potential US–Russia Reset :

❑ Balanced Diplomacy: India never saw US–Russia hostility as permanent, recalling 
earlier US–Soviet alliances and Russia’s post-Cold War Westward tilt.

❑ G2 Concerns: India is wary of a Sino-American duopoly in Asia, but not of a 
cooperative US–Russia arrangement.

❑ Russia–China Axis Risks: A strong Sino-Russian partnership complicates India’s 
security environment, especially along the LAC.

❑ Space for Maneuver: A US–Russia thaw may create room for India to maintain 
relations with both, without being caught in zero-sum rivalries.

❑ India’s Priority: Strengthening national power, preserving strategic autonomy, and 
avoiding ideological biases in great-power disputes.
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Custodial torture and CCTV compliance



Context
•A Supreme Court panel has released a comprehensive report on prison reforms, revealing deep 
systemic gaps in the investigation of custodial deaths.

Major Highlights

• Delays in custodial death probe: It highlighted severe delays in forensic examinations due to 
a 52% staff vacancy in state forensic labs.

• As a result, 1,237 enquiries into custodial deaths remained pending in district courts for over a 
year as of 2023.

• Issues in Prison Administration: Prison manuals refer to prison work related to conservancy 
and sanitation as ‘menial’ or ‘work of degrading character’, which perpetuates a hierarchical 
view of labour.

• Disparity in Payments: Significant disparities exist in the daily wages paid to prisoners, with 
amounts ranging from Rs 20 in Mizoram to Rs 524 in Karnataka.

• Several states pay prisoners much less than the prescribed minimum wage for their labour.



Custodial Deaths in India

❑ According to the National Human Rights Commission, 
there were 11,650 deaths in custody in India between 
2016 and 2022.

❑ Uttar Pradesh alone has reported 2,630 custodial 
deaths, the highest in the country.

❑ Magisterial Inquiries: A 2023 analysis of NHRC and 
government data reveals between 2017 and 2022, 
only 345 magisterial inquiries were ordered 
nationwide into custodial deaths, resulting in just 123 
arrests.

❑ Vulnerable Groups: NHRC data reveals that 71% of 
custodial deaths between 1996 and 2018 involved 
detainees from poor or vulnerable backgrounds.



Why Custodial Deaths are Rampant in India?

❑ Colonial Legacy of Policing: The Indian police system is still heavily influenced by the 
Police Act of 1861, designed for control rather than service.

❑ Weak Accountability Mechanisms: Investigations into custodial deaths are often carried 
out by the same police department, leading to bias.

❑ Torture as a Tool of Investigation: Due to poor training and lack of forensic 
infrastructure, police often resort to third-degree methods to extract confessions.

❑ Marginalisation and Vulnerable Groups: Most victims come from weaker socio-
economic backgrounds. Lack of legal literacy and resources prevents families from 
seeking justice.

❑ Poor Implementation of Safeguards: Safeguards under Article 21 & 22 of the 
Constitution, D.K. Basu guidelines (1997), NHRC directives, and Supreme Court 
judgments are often ignored.



Legal Initiatives to Curb Custodial Deaths in India

❑ Supreme Court Guidelines (D.K. Basu vs. State of West Bengal, 1997): It laid down 
mandatory arrest and detention safeguards: informing relatives, maintaining arrest memo, 
medical examination, legal counsel, production before magistrate within 24 hours.

❑ These guidelines are treated as enforceable law under Article 141.

❑ National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): NHRC requires mandatory reporting of all 
custodial deaths within 24 hours.

❑ Issues advisories and seeks compliance reports from states.

❑ Supreme Court Directions on CCTV Cameras (2020, Paramvir Singh Saini Case): Directed 
installation of CCTV cameras with night vision and audio in all police stations and prisons.

❑ Ordered independent committees at state and district levels for monitoring.

❑ Judicial Oversight: High Courts and the Supreme Court regularly intervene in custodial death 
cases, order compensation, and monitor police reforms.



Thank you
Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New 

Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167

tel:+91%208178833167

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

