




WESTERN GHATS CONSERVATION

Context:

❑ Ecologist Madhav Gadgil has urged for a 
community-centric approach to conserve the 
Western Ghats, citing failure of forest 
bureaucracy and neglect of Forest Rights Act 
implementation.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/13/the-forest-rights-act-2006-what-makes-implementation-challenging/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/13/the-forest-rights-act-2006-what-makes-implementation-challenging/


About Western Ghats Conservation:

❑ A UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the world’s eight hottest hotspots of biodiversity, the 
Western Ghats stretch along the western edge of the Deccan Plateau, influencing monsoon systems 
and sustaining rich ecosystems.

❑ Spread across Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

Key Features:

❑Rich Biodiversity: Hosts over 7,400 species, with high endemism in flora and fauna.

❑Hydrological Role: Origin of rivers like Godavari, Krishna, and Kaveri, critical for peninsular water 
security.

❑Climatic Influence: Traps monsoon winds, creating high rainfall zones and acting as a climate 
regulator.

❑Topographical Diversity: Composed of lateritic plateaus, escarpments, valleys, and peaks like Anai 
Mudi (2,695 m).

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1342/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/01/10/krishna-godavari-basin/


Issues Plaguing the Western Ghats:

❑ Forest Department uses outdated and inflated data, limiting transparency and ecological planning.

❑ Polluting industries operate in ecologically fragile zones, backed by state support and no accountability.Grasim Rayon 
Factory discharged toxic mercury into Chaliyar River, destroying fisheries and tribal livelihoods.

❑ Non-Implementation of Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: Tribal and forest-dependent communities continue to be 
denied Community Forest Rights (CFR) despite legal entitlements.

❑ Forest lands are diverted for eucalyptus and acacia plantations, harming native biodiversity and soil health.

❑ Inaccessible, Aggregated Forest Data: Forest Survey of India provides delayed and district-level data, hiding local 
forest degradation.

Committees on Western Ghats Conservation:

Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP), 2011
Led by Madhav Gadgil, recommended ESA zoning, CFR implementation, and Gram Sabha-led conservation.

Kasturirangan Committee, 2013
Favoured a development-friendly approach, reducing ESA coverage and diluting people’s participation in governance.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/11/28/pennaiyar-river/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/28/what-are-community-forest-rights/#:~:text=These%20rights%20give%20the%20authority,and%20in%20conservation%20of%20biodiversity.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/08/kasturirangan-committee-on-western-ghats/


Way Ahead:

1. Implement Community Forest Rights (CFR) under FRA, 2006: Recognizing CFR empowers 
communities economically and ecologically by giving them ownership and responsibility.

2. Promote Democratic Decentralisation: Empowering Gram Sabhas ensures local knowledge and 
accountability in forest conservation.

3. Modernise Ecological Data Systems: Use real-time open-access satellite tools like Google Earth 
or Bhuvan for monitoring forest health and changes.Global Forest Watch now provides 30m 
resolution data that can be used to counter false FSI claims.

4. Ban Unsustainable Industrial Activities in ESA: Enforce SC-mandated mining bans in wildlife 
corridors and fragile ecosystems to avoid irreversible biodiversity loss.

5. Promote Biodiversity-Compatible Livelihoods: Encourage NTFP-based enterprises, eco-
tourism, and agro-forestry to align income generation with conservation.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Decentralisation-in-India.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/08/biomass-satellite-mission/


ECI de-listing political parties

❑ The Election Commission of India (ECI), acting 
as a constitutional authority, plans to de-list 
345 Registered Unrecognised Political Parties 
(RUPPs) for not contesting elections in six years 
as part of a clean-up drive to enhance electoral 
integrity.

❑ These parties were found 
inactive or untraceable at their registered 
addresses, raising concerns about the 
legitimacy of registered political entities.

❑ The action aims to curb tax evasion, symbol 
misuse, and prevent the rise of ‘letter pad 
parties’, which are often involved in financial 
irregularities and undermine democratic norms.



Registration Rules and RUPP Benefits

❑ Forming a party is a right under Article 19(1)(c); parties must undergo political party 
registration under Section 29A of RP Act, 1951 to participate in the electoral process.

❑ Registered parties must uphold constitutional values, ensure inner-party democracy, and 
conduct regular elections to maintain their status.

Key benefits for RUPPs:

❑ Income tax exemptions under Section 13A of IT Act, providing significant financial advantages to 
registered parties.

❑ Common election symbol allocation, enhancing party recognition and visibility during elections.

❑ Permission to appoint 20 star campaigners, boosting campaign visibility and reach. These star 
campaigners play a crucial role in attracting voters and promoting the party’s agenda.

❑ Various campaign funding benefits to support electoral activities.

❑ Parties must report donations above ₹20,000 and accept over ₹2,000 only via bank or cheque to 
meet donation transparency requirements.



Lack of Power and Legal Gaps in De-listing Process

❑ As per Supreme Court (2002), ECI, despite being a constitutional authority, cannot de-register parties 
unless they committed fraud, became unconstitutional, or are declared unlawful, except in exceptional 
circumstances. 

❑ This limitation highlights the legislative changes needed to empower the ECI in addressing inactive 
parties effectively.

❑  Of 2,800 RUPPs, only 750 contested in the lead-up to the 2024 general elections; many haven’t 
submitted mandatory updates on leadership since 2014, highlighting an inner-party democracy deficit.

Suggested reforms:

❑ Law Commission recommendations (255th Report): De-register if a party fails to contest elections for 
10 years.

❑ ECI’s 2016 proposal: Amend RP Act to allow de-registration and enforce inner-party democracy.

❑ Chief Electoral Officers in states have expressed concerns about the proliferation of inactive RUPPs 
and ‘letter pad parties’.



Maharashtra scraps new three-language 
Policy

Why in the News?

❑Maharashtra government scrapped the 
three-language policy for Classes 1 to 5 
after two months of sustained public 
opposition.

❑ Political dissent: The move faced resistance 
from academics, activists, and ruling 
coalition partners like the NCP.

❑ A committee led by Narendra Jadhav will 
review the policy’s future and 
implementation timeline.



Concerns and Public Reaction

❑  The policy would have affected nearly 80 lakh students in Marathi and English medium 
schools.

❑ Opposition response as Shiv Sena (UBT) and MNS called the rollback a victory for Marathi 
unity but criticized the committee’s credibility.

❑ Protest cancelled: A major rally planned for July 5 will now be held as a celebratory march.

Controversy and Scepticism

❑ RSS agenda fears: Critics accused the government of pushing a “Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan” 
narrative through language policy.

❑ Experts questioned the need for a committee instead of a clear withdrawal of the policy.

❑ Activists expressed doubts about Dr. Jadhav’s expertise and warned of protests if the policy 
is reintroduced.



THREE-LANGUAGE FORMULA

● Policy origin: Introduced under National Policy on 
Education (1968) to promote linguistic harmony.

● Structure: Generally includes mother 
tongue/regional language, Hindi, and English.

● Implementation issues: Varies across states; some 
oppose it citing cultural imposition and regional 
sensitivities.

● NEP 2020 stance: Supports the three-language 
formula but allows flexibility based on state 
preferences.

● Debate continues: Balancing national 
integration with linguistic diversity remains a policy 
challenge.
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