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WESTERN GHATS CONSERVATION

A year later — colonial-era laws to new criminal codes

enacned laws came o efect. Last vear,

the central gowermment replaced the
Endian Penal Code wﬂnhr:ﬂha::uya Nyaya
Samhita {BN5), the Code of Creminal
rPChwith the Bharaizya Nagarik Suraksha
samhita (BN5S) and the Indian Evdence act, 1872
weith the Bharasiva Sakstva Adfvmivam (BEA].
Policemzn are gradually geizing used o the new
provisions. As mces first miormstion reparts
(FIBs) are registered through the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Met and Syszems (CCTNE),
which is one of the pillars of the Inber-operable
Criminal Justice System {ICIE), a smoath
transitsn from the previous provisions of the
livws 1o the new anes has essemial for
implementanion of the new laws at the police
statwon bevel. FIRSs regezered at wern are being
roubed i the police station of their jurisdiction
thraugh the COTNS, albssit only within a Stae.
The credit for this milestone goes i the Minisiry
of Home Affaers IHAL

i ificant devel in palicirg has been
memgl":‘hmerxmna the c-xﬂw{.uﬁuluu
mobile application o collen: and presere
evadence i real time, Thes app has been
developed by the National Informaiics Cemire
29I i comsultation wih the MHA. The XIC is
alsa the nodal agency for the implementation of
the IJ5, which conreects police {through the
CCTHES wath the aiber pillars, namely, forensc
scierece labarabores {FSLs), proseomion, jals and
oorris. While the transiinon o the new provisions
of Law is a mechanical exercise, i e
*eEakshva’ which = making a big difference on
the ground. Feedback from the invesigating
officers (K5 who are 2t the helmiin
implementing the new ks is smporiant.

twill be a year since the three cominal
l s which replaped the Bntish-era

Blandatory recording of pletures and videos
The ENES n{alcsmmmdm[!r'v fior the [0 o
record Certain processes usng asdiovden
elecirone means. Under some provisions, the
s af such glecirone means is aptional. The
*e=akshva’ app caters 1o six provisians af the law
whichi inctude the recording of search and secure
throesghs audin-video elecironac means (3 new
jon under Section 105 of the BVESI, search

a pedice afficer {under Section 125 of the
ENsS), videography of the scene of crime (under
secton 176 of the BNSS), recording of 2 statement
tunder Sectom 173 of the BNSS), recording of a
statement (under Section 180 of the BVSS]and
eoder o cusindy and disposal of property
p-enh'lglmlou?muspcsiuudcrknmudﬂiuf
the ENSS).

Thiusgh the tmal of the mast heinous offences
registered under the BMS 15 vet to be completed
i order o reveew the overall
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Techmolozial
alvancememis
have been
el bug
levdback Froa
the
inmvesizsating
aBcers, whis
have a pivotal

‘e-Salkslya” on comviction, Kis are gld o be able
o use i bo capiure piciures and videos on @
spot, with geo-coordinates and a rime stamp. For
thee pubilic, this has enbanced visibility of the
eniire process of search and setzure. s are
[ i that witnesses (captured i phosos and
vlﬁ:] cannot deny clmlr;csrnn:u:hrsocm
of crume. Further, [0s cannoe even funofficially)
depube their subordinates to camry out an
Inwestsgation in their name. The tsiom of
capeuring a ‘selfie’ by the [0 has mu deterrent
anl s likedy to improve the overall quality of an
Investgatinn.

Simalarty, the mandasary visit of an FSL expert
t thie scene of crime {Ssction 176 of the BNSS) s

benehical ta the poliee. While the

m infrastructure has not changed much m
thee |z year, the 10 now ensures that the soee of
cramie is mandamoribe inspected by an FSL expert.
There i ako the e of 2 pelice dog at the scene
of crume, which is useful in tracking suspects, The
mesve to have a Central Farensic Soence
Laborabory (CF5L1 and Mational Forensic Soenoe
University (NFSU in Baipur, Chhatrisgarh, whach
was anmounced by the Unicn Bome Snister,
Amit Shah, 15 a mep that will help smrengthen the
ferensic infrastructure.

The impedimenis

Hiwwever, mare still nesds to be done. Whale
pictures and videns captured using 'e-Saksha’
are stored o the National Government Clowd
MG through “Sakshya Jockers', oourts are yet 1o
start directly accessing such piciures and videos
thecusghy the [6)5. Many Bs make a copy through
thee DTS dwhach is bnked to the MG and
stubime a pen drive or a smilar deciranic device
in oo, along with the final repart of the case.
While the ineegrity of evidence ts noi
questiceable m this process, the duplicanon of
wiork and unnecessary rure incurred m
the procurement of penrdrives needs in be
checked. Morsover, 10s use ther personal maohike
phaomes o capaure peciures and videos. Those
wha did have an androad phone bave had v bay
a pew mohile because the ‘eSaksdna’ can only be
downloaded in mobede phomes with Android
version U and a minimeen sorage space of 1 GB.
Same police statons have been gven one tablet
only, which is dearly not suficiens as each palice
station bas mone tham oo [0,

Whale each viden could be of a duration af four
minares (masimamd, there i no lima on the
number of videos that can be taken. In case ofa
linked FIR, there ts no provisian io delete a
picture or video that has not been reconded well.
Hiowwever, i an FIR & ot briked, any pactune ar
wichke cam be debeted and recaprured. However, a
mizximum of five Sakshya s (S10s) could be
1e ml:__dnl the off-line {FIE not linksd) mode. In
i

such cases, the poiures and the videos need o
he uploaded whenever the K0 reaches a network
areq i order 1o make space o capoure additooal
piciures and videas with a fresh 510,

There are examples of accused persons being
refuctant vo be captured elecironscaly when
poinging o the spot where murder weapons
have been hidden or when producing prohibied
drugs. However, ‘e-Sakshya’ could prove ta bea
game-changing inol in Enprovang, invesigations
and ensuring camacions.

Though e-Sakshya has a ]
anur‘fm‘fﬂﬂly pETEE 2 hash vl (g
EHAZSE function) and mandatory certificate (o
athentcare the secondary electronic svidence),
r{eb;r-mmesuhululwlwr:hrscmof

ronic evidence need an expen who coulkd
offer a2 definite apinion and depase i a court of
law. Therefore, Stne kbs dincloding the ooe in
Chihastisgark) which are yes s be notfed under
the IT Az, need to get ther cyber forensac
lzbaraiories soan.

Whale small thedis {of a valee less than $5(HXH
arenot being registered asa hie nffence
unsder the ambigoos proviso 1 subesection (1 of
Section 300 af the BNS, petty arganised cffences
under Seciion 112 of the HNS are registered (o
some offences such as gambling) despiie the
definiton being open ended and vagoe.

The new Secrion 530 of the ENSS provides for
the recording of evadence and examination of
winesses imcluding an K) through viden
comferencing, bat such a practice has rot yet
hecome the nome. Similardy, while KX seem
sanisfied with the implementation of the
seven-day limit under Secton 194 of the BNSS for
ferwarding the medical examination repor of a
rape surviver by a medical practiioner 1o the
police, their major grievance of gesting the post
morteEm feport i e has not be resahed. The
MedlLEaPR {Medhon Legal Examination and Post
Martem Reports Svseml, whach is a web-based
application developed by the NIC Hasana is
uncler testing in Chhaisisgarh. This will enable the
health depamment to create and forward medical
EXAMINENO FEPOrts and Postmartem reports
mcre cuicky bo the poles through CTNS,

Meed for feedback
Since all Ssases and Union Termearies ane
impdementing the new Lws, there is a need for
feedhack o review ease of mplementation and
carry ot changes o maemise the practical
prablems that [0s face and also overcome the
legal obrtacies in courts. 1o addiion, mane
rescarrces need io/be allocied for forensics and
infoammancn and commurscation technokogies.
Thits will ensume that 10s do not have vo use their
rsanal gadgrts for offictal processes and that
E::hdmfm his a separase mobde FSL wmit.

Context:

1 Ecologist Madhav Gadgil has urged for a
community-centric approach to conserve the
Western Ghats, citing failure of forest
bureaucracy and neglect of Forest Rights Act
implerpastatize o
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/13/the-forest-rights-act-2006-what-makes-implementation-challenging/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/13/the-forest-rights-act-2006-what-makes-implementation-challenging/

About Western Ghats Conservation:

1 A UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the world’s eight hottest hotspots of biodiversity, the
Western Ghats stretch along the western edge of the Deccan Plateau, influencing monsoon systems
and sustaining rich ecosystemes.

1 Spread across Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

Key Features:

URich Biodiversity: Hosts over 7,400 species, with high endemism in flora and fauna.

Hydrological Role: Origin of rivers like Godavari, Krishna, and Kaveri, critical for peninsular water
security.

W Climatic Influence: Traps monsoon winds, creating high rainfall zones and acting as a climate
regulator.

Topographical Diversity: Composed of lateritic plateaus, escarpments, valleys, and peaks like Anai
Mudi (2,695 m).


https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1342/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/01/10/krishna-godavari-basin/

Issues Plaguing the Western Ghats:
O Forest Department uses outdated and inflated data, limiting transparency and ecological planning.

O Polluting industries operate in ecologically fragile zones, backed by state support and no accountability.Grasim Rayon
Factory discharged toxic mercury into Chaliyar River, destroying fisheries and tribal livelihoods.

1 Non-Implementation of Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: Tribal and forest-dependent communities continue to be
denied Community Forest Rights (CFR) despite legal entitlements.

L Forest lands are diverted for eucalyptus and acacia plantations, harming native biodiversity and soil health.

O Inaccessible, Aggregated Forest Data: Forest Survey of India provides delayed and district-level data, hiding local
forest degradation.

Committees on Western Ghats Conservation:

Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP), 2011
Led by Madhav Gadgil, recommended ESA zoning, CFR implementation, and Gram Sabha-led conservation.

Kasturirangan Committee, 2013
Favoured a development-friendly approach, reducing ESA coverage and diluting people’s participation in governance.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/11/28/pennaiyar-river/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/28/what-are-community-forest-rights/#:~:text=These%20rights%20give%20the%20authority,and%20in%20conservation%20of%20biodiversity.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/08/kasturirangan-committee-on-western-ghats/

Way Ahead:

1.

Implement Community Forest Rights (CFR) under FRA, 2006: Recognizing CFR empowers
communities economically and ecologically by giving them ownership and responsibility.

Promote Democratic Decentralisation: Empowering Gram Sabhas ensures local knowledge and
accountability in forest conservation.

Modernise Ecological Data Systems: Use real-time open-access satellite tools like Google Earth
or Bhuvan for monitoring forest health and changes.Global Forest Watch now provides 30m
resolution data that can be used to counter false FSI claims.

Ban Unsustainable Industrial Activities in ESA: Enforce SC-mandated mining bans in wildlife
corridors and fragile ecosystems to avoid irreversible biodiversity loss.

Promote Biodiversity-Compatible Livelihoods: Encourage NTFP-based enterprises, eco-
tourism, and agro-forestry to align income generation with conservation.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Decentralisation-in-India.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/08/biomass-satellite-mission/

ECI de-listing political parties

Why is the ECI de-listing political parties?

What are the requirements foe registering a political party with the Election Commission of India? What are the benefits enjoved by Registered Unrecognised
Political Parties? Does the Election Commission have explicit power to de-register a political party?

EXPLAINER

Bangarajan B
The story so far:

he Election Commessson of
T India (ECT has initsited steps so

de-list 345 lk‘rsmnd

Unrecognised Polncal Partes

{RUPPs) that have not comested elections
i the List six years and whase otfices
could noe be plysically located.

What are registered parties?

“The right to farm an assoctation is 2
fundameneal nght guaranteed under
Article 19(0)(<) of the Cocstitution to all
citzens. Poleical partes are an
assocution or bedy of individuals that can
be formed by citmens.

Secton 294 of the Representaton of
the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) Lays down
the requarements for registration of 2
political party with the ECI. Ay political
party that seeks registrasion should
submit a copy of s
memocandumconstitution within 30
days of xs farmaion. Such a document
should contam a proveson thae the party
shall bear troe faith and alegance to the
Coastitunion of Inds. It shoud also bear
allegance to the principles of socialism,
seculansm and democracy, and uphold
the sovereignty, unity and integnty of
Ircka, The ECIreviews the
memecandumiconsatution of the palitical

arty to verify that it contams provisions

or mternal democracy like periodic
elections for 15 office bearess. The ECI
therealter registers them as a RUPP.

The RUPPs engoy the Sallowing benefits

(a) tax exempton for dotations
recetved under Section BA of the Income
Tax Act, 1961, (b} a common symbad tor
contesting gesveral electons to the Lok
Sabba/State Assembbes, and (c) 20 “star
campagners’ dunng election cunpaigns.

RUPPs are required to maintan the
detats of indwidual danors who bhave
donated above 20,000 i a financal year
and submit these detads to the ECI every

Counting parties: Tribal warm

Political parnes that have not updated the
matertal changes mcudng the list of
ofhce bearers since 2004 have been
classified as ‘Inactive’. These parties are
densed the benefe of puteing up
candidages with a common symbal in an
electon, Considering the provisions af
the RP Act and the Income Tax Act, they
would also become meligible for tax
exemptions.

| what needs to be dane?

The present exercise has identified 245

| rUPs than hirve not coosested any

ot VTS with Ehid iabies StAnd o1 Queuss 10 Cast thie yobes Auing the

Sourth phase of the Lok Sabha polks, at Ubhatun Kiuti is Nay 2008 e

Joem FREE Whalsipp Chunad hltp/ ) whatipyp.

vear. As per Section 2 of the RP Act,
fadure 10 furnish these detais will result
i Josang income tax exempeon. The
RUPPs under the Income Tax Act, 1961,
are further requared 10 accept donatons
m excess of EX000 anly through cheque
ar bank wansfers.

What are the issues?

As per ECI notificatson, there are more
than 2500 RUPPs i India as of May 2005
However, only around 750 of them
consested the 2024 genesal electons. t
has resubted m the maniker - ‘letter pad
parthes” - far the rest of the RUPPS The
RP Act does not canfer explicit powers on
the ECIto deregster any political party if
& faeds to comtest elecnions, conduce
mner-party elections or lodge recuisee

cotn chamand 029V a2V RLERGIOX Heo BAOF
returns. The Supreme Court in Madian
National Congress versus Matiture of Sevnal
Weltare & Ors (2002) had held that the ECI
does not have the power 10 de Tegister
any political party under the RP Act. It
may detegster only under exceptional

such

as th
being obtamed by frand or the postical
party ceasing to have alleglance to the
Indtan Constitution or if it is declared
unlawful by the Government.

The ECI fram time 1o time publishes
the k2 of de-listed and mactme RUPPs,
The natificaton of March 2024 (s
amended nll May 2025), contains the kst
of 281 de-listed and 217 mactwe RUPPS.
Parties have been de-ksted after they

wee found to be ‘nonvextstent” a their
address even after notices from the ECI.

electsons snce 2019 and could not be
physcally located anywhere. The ECI has
deected the Chief Electoral Offices of
warous States and Unson Territories to
e show cause notces to these RUPPs
before decsding oo de-listag them. This
a wekome step that would prevent such
Tetter pad parmes” from mesueng the
ncome tax CWIMB OF comamiting
any other fmanciad fraud.

There are sull likely to be more than
1000 “acteve’ RUPPs that do not regularly
cantest elections. The Liw Commussion in
s 255th report (2015) had recommended
amendmessts for deregstraton of a
pakzical party o it fails to contest elections
for 30 consecutive years. The ECT in its
memararchim for dectoral reforms
(2016) had also suggested amendment to
the RP Act that would empower £ o
de-register a party. Apart from the
exercse of de&szing RUPPs, these
recommendations can akso be
mphemented. Anccher serious issue
phiguing almest all palxical pasties is the
kack of mner party democracy. It may not
be ideal for an consteuteal
authary bke the BCI to be tmlved in the
mmddle of party polirics. However, as

by the Law Commesson o its
1xh and 255th report, the RP Act can be

amended to cantain specific

provistons for ensuring Intermal
demacracy m poltical pasties.
Rangarayan. R &5 a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Smplified”
He currently trains at Offcers IAS
Academy. Views expressad are personal.
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O The Election Commission of India (ECI), acting
as a constitutional authority, plans to de-list
345 Registered Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPPs) for not contesting elections in six years
as part of a clean-up drive to enhance electoral
integrity.

O These parties were found
inactive or untraceable at their registered
addresses, raising concerns about the
legitimacy of registered political entities.

O The action aims to curb tax evasion, symbol
misuse, and prevent the rise of ‘letter pad
parties’, which are often involved in financial
irregularities and undermine democratic norms.



Registration Rules and RUPP Benefits

O Forming a party is a right under Article 19(1)(c); parties must undergo political party
registration under Section 29A of RP Act, 1951 to participate in the electoral process.

O Registered parties must uphold constitutional values, ensure inner-party democracy, and
conduct regular elections to maintain their status.

Key benefits for RUPPs:

O Income tax exemptions under Section 13A of IT Act, providing significant financial advantages to
registered parties.

0 Common election symbol allocation, enhancing party recognition and visibility during elections.

O Permission to appoint 20 star campaigners, boosting campaign visibility and reach. These star
campaigners play a crucial role in attracting voters and promoting the party’s agenda.

O Various campaign funding benefits to support electoral activities.

O Parties must report donations above ¥20,000 and accept over ¥2,000 only via bank or cheque to
meet donation transparency requirements.



Lack of Power and Legal Gaps in De-listing Process

O As per Supreme Court (2002), ECI, despite being a constitutional authority, cannot de-register parties
unless they committed fraud, became unconstitutional, or are declared unlawful, except in exceptional
circumstances.

O This limitation highlights the legislative changes needed to empower the ECI in addressing inactive
parties effectively.

d 0Of 2,800 RUPPs, only 750 contested in the lead-up to the 2024 general elections; many haven't
submitted mandatory updates on leadership since 2014, highlighting an inner-party democracy deficit.

Suggested reforms:

O Law Commission recommendations (255th Report): De-register if a party fails to contest elections for
10 years.

O ECI's 2016 proposal: Amend RP Act to allow de-registration and enforce inner-party democracy.

d Chief Electoral Officers in states have expressed concerns about the proliferation of inactive RUPPs
and ‘letter pad parties’'.



Maharashtra scraps new three-language

Policy

Maharashtra scraps new
three-language policy

Panel formed to decide furure of the policy for primary classes will submit its report in 3 months:

Opposition, experts say decision a victory for Marathi people. express doubts about panels role

MUMBAI

aharashira scrap-
ped the introdue-
tion of the three-

language policy for Chasses
I to 5 in State government
schools on Sunday, after
two months of sustained
opposition by academics,
activists, and political par-
ties, including the Nation-
alist Congress Party, which
is part of the ruling coali-
tion kn the State.

To decide the luture of
the policy, the government
S61 up an expert commit-
tee 1o be headed by econo-
mist, educationist, and
lormer Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Narendra Jadhav. “The
committee will look into
the three-language policy,
Irom which grade it shoukd
be implemented. It will
study the recommenda-

g

g o
Word troubles: Shiv Sena (UBT) workers protest agarst the

> o

proposed three- language pelicy in Ny Mumbai oo Sunday. o1

tions of the Mashelkar
Committee report. It will
also hear those who have a
ditferent opinion. The go-
vernment will accept the
Narendra Jadhav commit-
tee report,” Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis told
presspersons in Mumbak,
Two government orders
introducing the policy lfor

primary education, issued
on April 16 and June 17,
have been cancelled.

“The govermment has
put the three-language lor-
mula on hold ar present.
The committee lsas sought
three months.” a senjor go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

This policy will impact

nearly 80 kakh primary stu-
dents in the State Board's
Marathi and English medi-
um schools. The three-lan-
guage formula is currently
implemented in secondary
classes.

Opposition parties,
which had burnt copies ol
the government orders
across the State just hours
earlier on Sunday, cau-
tiously welcomed the go-
vernment's decision, but
were sceptical about the
panel’s role.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhaw Thackeray and his
cousin Raj Thackeray of
the Maharashira Navnir-
man Sena declared it the
victory ol the unity of the

Marathi people.

CONTINUED ON
*» PAGE 10
EDITORIAL
©PAGES

Why in the News?

O Maharashtra government scrapped the
three-language policy for Classes 1 to 5
after two months of sustained public
opposition.

A Political dissent: The move faced resistance
from academics, activists, and ruling
coalition partners like the NCP.

O A committee led by Narendra Jadhav will
review the policy’s future and
implementation timeline.



Concerns and Public Reaction

d The policy would have affected nearly 80 lakh students in Marathi and English medium
schools.

O Opposition response as Shiv Sena (UBT) and MNS called the rollback a victory for Marathi
unity but criticized the committee’s credibility.

O Protest cancelled: A major rally planned for July 5 will now be held as a celebratory march.
Controversy and Scepticism

 RSS agenda fears: Critics accused the government of pushing a “Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan”
narrative through language policy.

[ Experts questioned the need for a committee instead of a clear withdrawal of the policy.

O Activists expressed doubts about Dr. Jadhav's expertise and warned of protests if the policy
is reintroduced.



THREE-LANGUAGE FORMULA

® Policy origin: Introduced under National Policy on
Education (1968) to promote linguistic harmony.

@ Structure: Generally includes mother
tongue/regional language, Hindi, and English.

@® Implementationissues: Varies across states; some
oppose it citing cultural imposition and regional
sensitivities.

@® NEP 2020 stance: Supports the three-language
formula but allows flexibility based on state
preferences.

® Debate continues: Balancing national
integration with linguistic diversity remains a policy
challenge.

One
Regional

Three >
Language

Formula
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