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Rethinking Global Leadership

A bigger BRICS. Better too?

What do the new members bring to the BRICS table? With many of the six having strong economic
dependencies on China, what is at stake for India? What does Russia hope to gain from the expansion?
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Russia, China's stakes

With the expansion of the grouping.
China s seen as trying (0 build its own bloc
against lbeWcstrm powers. But India has

iscur-
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Context

The 2025 BRICS Summit highlighted
the erosion of multilateralism amid the
U.S.’s shifts to bilateralism under
President Trump; the editorial urges
India to recalibrate its global strategy
through strategic autonomy, South-
South cooperation, and internal
transformation. -South cooperation,
and domestic transformation to
position itself as a global leader.



Decline of Multilateralism and the Global Flux

0 The United States, under Donald Trump, has shifted towards

bilateralism, sidelining the United Nations and weakening collective
mechanisms like the G-77.

d The BRICS 2025 Declaration avoided addressing this structural
disruption.

d The imposition of unilateral tariffs and bilateral negotiations is being

used by the U.S. as a tactic to gain economic concessions, moving away
from a rules-based order.

A This reflects a recalibration of power diplomacy post-WWiII.

O With multilateral institutions weakened, the Global South can no
longer rely on traditional platforms for bargaining. India's influence now

depends on building strong regional and bilateral partnherships, not
Ideological voting blocs.



India’s Strategic and Economic Reorientation

Q India must articulate neutrality among global powers while asserting
its core national interests.

O Its loss of the UNESCO Executive Board seat to Pakistan highlights the
urgency to recalibrate diplomacy.

d Trade realignment toward ASEAN, coupled with massive infrastructure
Investments (high-speed rail, digital networks), can compensate for
declining U.S. exports and stimulate internal demand.

d With India now ahead of the UK and Germany in GenAl patent filings
(WIPO), the country has a foundational advantage in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution to drive endogenous growth and global
competitiveness.



Security, Borders, and South-South Prosperity

3 A shift from heavy ground forces to integrated
technologies—drones, satellites, Al—gives India b
strategic depth and economic efficiency,
aligning military doctrine with global best

practices.

d Recent diplomatic overtures on Indo-China mm
border demarcation and renewed interest in the ETHIOPIA i '
Indus Waters Treaty indicate a transition from BRAZIL 5‘"'"'“

confrontation to long-term trust-building for
economic cooperation.
B BRICS W New ,rmner-ilfas of Jan 2024)

0 The upcoming BRICS Summit in India presents

an opportunity to build a new value chain

network across the Global South—prioritizing

mutual prosperity over outdated multilateral

bargains with the Global North.



Revisiting Consen

and Criminalization

The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

he Supreme Court of India's senicncing
Jadgment in B Right o Privacy of
Adedsems {May 2025) s a resarikobds
example of the Coumn revising s
stanice b pricrising the wce of the young
[persoi mioest Impacied by the ciminal case
Initianed dor her protection.

Thee i exescised 115 extraordinary
jurisdiction, under Article M2 of the Constinbi,
aredd did Nt Hiipese ANy SERGENCE Ok 4 VOIIE Man
coiciod ol aggravated penorative seoal agsiik
e Section 6, Prosection of Children rom
Sepnal Offences (MOCSO) Act. The e nvolved a
Heyear-nkd girl Som murad West Besgal who keft
Baer hasmie v b weith a 25 yearobd mean. The
\.H.IIIJII.H._ImI:M:P_mLm Wit et In Eothol by her
BT, ighe e stavind In 2 sheher and was
m.nxul 10 Bszr mathier, st bl again o be with
dive man due 1o stigma, Bumiliaion, and
curviell amce Trom hier Gmdly. Ty gor marrsd
and had a child in 2038 - when e gl wes 17 He
wais arresed subs cquemly and ried for
kidnapping, rape, sgrrwvaned pensraive ssaal
assan, and child marriage

[ e peoding thee Beelplessness of the girl i
oodrt, with the childom her Lap, the POCS0
Sperial Court was constrained by strisgent legal
prinvishores s sentenced the socused 1o 20 years
mprisonensnt.

I M2, during the appead, the Calcuim High
Conart recogeised her distress - ool by her
gamily and bef 1o care b the baby and a
mater - low withecamcer, while Rzhiing for the
refizase of Beer parntner It noted tae
sl eoonomic hackground of the couple who
A mat wmedersrand that their reladonship
corstinmed an afence. Takinga “humane view of
v matter o do complens justce” the High Cou
reversad thee bower cowt’s comwiction. Whiks
mting than “the appeoach adopoed wder the
POCS0 Actrenders adobesconts valnerabile o
criminad prosecuthons o mormaive s
Eehaviour,” dhe High Court also made several
problkzmatic commeses. including o char lemake
adodesoents shivadd “comrol sesaal wegeiunges as
nthe eyes of snclety she s the booser [sic] when
she g-.u n |m.n_}a5- thie sesml pleasure of hard e

Top court's inerventiomn

Fallowing modia curage over these remarks, the
Supremie Court, in December 200 tooi up e
mliey se0 moc bn Re: obe Righr do Privecy of
Adilercomins. B restored the stcusad’s conviotion
and reecnid e conceps of "B expnitaive”
sexual acts with a minor aged |4 pears, and the
category of “alder adokescents”. Incidentaly,
Lanth these comcepds are fecngrised In
Inereetional basean righes law and medical
parkanice, respectively. General Comment Ba 30
ooy ke Comnmndmen: on the Righes of the Chikd
wncer e UNCAC, euhinrts States oo “avold
criminafidng sdoecents of simiar sges for
Ecpmlly comsensmal and poeexploicaiye sexual
activiry”.

Swagaln Baba

ina bagalewurarcher
on chitd pratectian

Andelila
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2 o logal resasschar
anzhild peatecton

The PUCS0
Aar's blanken
assusmpeien that
all seoual aces
imvoihang
adok=cents ane

Before fmaling the semence, in augus 324,
hie Lot voak & stp, befiming the cec's
complexiny, by dineciing the san: o appaint an
] ClmEneE Coising a chnical
peychialogisr, @ soclal sclemnist, and 3 child
wellare affier 1o ascertain whether the “vicim”

mai i ddult - wated vo contnue lving with
the acoused of peeerred 10 acept st
wlfered by thee Stane Government. Thie
wdmiie s report ad the Court's Interacton
with thee weran Fevesiked the hesry cmotional
and Bnamclal voll that e hanke bad had an
chie family and the “collecties Balure of te
SYsems” in prmecting her.

T Cont revognised che profound bany at
thie hear ol 1his case. The young wimasn had
spent bazr sparse resournces Sghiing for the
perpetraer's release, falling ineo debe and
g (o m Cout 1o oo in desperane aliempls
o retnite witk her family. k conchaded chat
“wadly, U JUsTice lies I nol seniencing the
accusnd 0 wmdergn uprisoreeen”, addng dea
i we send e acused oo jail, the worst seSener
will be the viczim hersel”

Bach thex High Court e Suprems: Comt
beirresd thaeir cases Snom besing treaned as
poecedent, wich the top court describing this as
an “estracrdingry” cise. However, empiricad
sl siggpest that sdolescent reladomeddpe,
especialy above 16 pears, & no exraon@nary
& common: Tealivy. Am Enfold snady of 1L715
“TOANEERK cases” showed That out of 7064
POS0 fusd geveerits by Assam, Maharsehir and
West Bengal between T006 po I000, 14 1%
Envodved romandc reladonships, with E2%of
whctims by such cases relusing o tstify ggaina
Ehe acoueed. Anncher sady by Ensodd and P39
ot fucicial trends in 264 cases wnder Section 6,
NS0 At Trom these States foond tha 3585
Envolved consersual relationships.

Varkous High Courts have emphasksed that
criminaising consensual sex wees never the
ohjective of the POCS0 Act, while sciencic
sndiees coirm dha el expl arathon 15 soamal
fiod ol adivlesents. Howover, recenily the
Bomnbary High Court in Astash Wagheare vs S
of Mabarsiims (35 refiesed o quash a case
Involving a consereual reladonship, by stacing
chat auch peetitiones shoahd weair unil the
BONETTITIEE Conskiers de Ssmesmod) of
decrimisalisaion of adobescond sexual
redaiticirshi ps wnder FOCS0 Aot This judiclal
reluctance reveals the limitadons of case bv-case
s ores amed the wrgent niead for soructural
FelT.

Thee systens that comisues te fall

With semarkabde candour, the Suprane Court
acknoaledged, “This cace 5 an Busiration o e
uannph:le [adlure of our soclery and our kegal
s:,-:um " Community humiliation, Samily

ih pacernalistic padicial language,

inherent

I =

s
tar e mevisited

aitesznit < hild protection systems, corript begal
praciices and sensatonalist meda coverage
wamgribaaned v her sevenpear ordesl However,

the Court’s assumpton that implemescadon of
thie rebabilitatiee prosvisions weader e haevenile
Justice ICare and Protection of Chikdnen) Ao, 2015
by thie Child Wellare Commins: would esure
thiat “na victim will face che dnsiion which the
wiotim in the case Bad vo lace”, belles the
epericnoe of many adokscent girls, wha
roanely endure sk sk, humiliaton
and the deprivation of lserty in sedh cases.

A vicrim, bur of what?
A the law sets the sge of comecm at 18 - a
dievelopmient Irom 302 before which twas 16
the Suprems Cour, b s ndial jodgmes:, dd
N EVISagE AN e ploltative cosersual
relaronship involving an adolescent. The
Sugpwrcan ot dismibssed the observation of the
Cabeueta High Court char *the aw undenmines e
kdentiry of adolescent girks by casting them as
wiotimes, therely rendering them voloeless®, as
“shocking”, Edcaling & paternaltic approach
unable w imegine such adokescents i anything
b witims.

Huwever, the expent Commines neport

eadly stated that “the L s it s &

erimie, thae vicrim did not. thee begal coimie did st
Catgs ANy IrEauma on chis partodar victim. [0 was
thee consegeenc s thereafter ™. Her e
st Bt Inom the relatiorehip el bur from
police meolvement, cout proceedings, and her
strugghe oo seoure het partner's release whils
ralsig a child done:

This case exposes the fundamenal tensions
within the POCSD Aot and ground realies of
adolescent sesmloy. The girl's conseet was
undesiably Swed, ghven her age, poveny, lack of
& SUPpCELve enviranment aud the odnaal

hiliry of chald marriage, & lack of
oppoatinikes, and esposure and Be choloes
bepond masriage. Nevertheless, [0 exemplifies che
nised vo e exsmine the blanker approsech wadey
thi FOCS0 Actand ies sesumption that all sexusd
acts nwolving adol cecenis are inherendy
ephodnative.

Fring peopke who chioose 10 By early e
e sescrdeg chelr agency throsgh che very
limined options available wichin patrianchal
sirucnaes. While consent may be lawed insuch
caees, I 1 cnecial o Inerrngane seale respanses
amd wheether they ane suppon-arkenied, shape
the ability vo exerclse chokce, ad capand
options Trie justhce requires moving beyond
criminalisieg all adclescent relationships Instead
It et revognise comeent of thase sl B years
with conditiofs in which consent will be imvalid
such as coercion, and sexual relatioeships with
persans In poeltions of trust and mhioriy. hake
nNecessiates addresing e (oo cailses of
underage el opements and power mbalances in
Inmimate relarkorahips. The Cowrt’s Srocthn oo
the ceniral govermmenn wo conskder measures ko
compreheredve sexualivy education, e skills
ITEIHNE, COrEey b ance, oo by
services and comprefensiee dat collection o
thisse mperventiore, b a siep inthis direction

+

Context

d Right to Privacy of Adolescents (May
2025), the Supreme Court, invoking
Article 142, chose not to sentence a man
convicted under Section 6 of the POCSO
Act, highlighting the real-life emotional,
economic, and social hardships faced by
the adolescent girl involved.

O The case reopened critical discourse on
criminalising consensual adolescent
relationships and the need for legal
reform.



Judicial Trajectory and Legal Paradoxes

A Article 142 Used for Substantive Justice The Supreme Court invoked
Article 142 to not impose the mandatory 20-year sentence on the
convict, despite upholding his conviction under the POCSO Act, citing
the victim's well-being and the family’'s socio-economic distress.

d While the Calcutta High Court had initially acquitted the accused on
humanitarian grounds, it made regressive remarks urging
adolescent girls to control sexual urges, reflecting entrenched
patriarchal biases.

d The top court dismissed concepts like “non-exploitative sexual acts”
and “older adolescents,” though these are recognised in UNCRC
General Comment No. 20 and medical discourse, thereby resisting
evolving international norms on adolescent consent.



Systemic Failures and Institutional Gaps

d The Court acknowledged that the victim suffered due to family
rejection, inadequate child protection systems, and procedural
trauma, illustrating the systemic failure in addressing adolescent
sexuality sensitively.

d Empirical studies reveal that a significant proportion of POCSO
cases involve consensual relationships with adolescents aged 16—
18, where victims often refuse to depose against accused partners.

d While the Court suggested using JJ Act rehabilitative measures
through Child Welfare Committees, field evidence indicates that
adolescents in such cases frequently face institutionalisation and
emotional distress, not support.



Reform Imperatives and the Way Forward

d Re-examining Blanket Criminalisation under POCSO .The rigid age-of-
consent bar at 18 does not accommodate consensual relationships among
older adolescents.

d A differentiated approach could help prevent misuse of POCSO against non-
exploitative relationships.

d Consent of adolescents aged 16+ should be legally recognised with
safeguards such as ensuring absence of coercion, unequal power dynamics,
or authority-based influence (e.g., teachers, employers).

A The Supreme Court directed the Centre to explore implementing
comprehensive sexuality education, psychosocial counselling, emergency
services, and life-skills training—essential components for adolescent
empowerment and systemic reform.



Shubanshu Shukla's Space Returnh

Happy homecoming for Shukla, three
other astronauts after 18 days in space

Hemanth €5,
BENGALURL

Indian astronaut Shubhan-
shu Shukla and his fellow
crew members on the Ax-
lom Mission 4 (Ax-4) e
trned to earth on Tues-
day, with thelr SpaceX
Dragon capsule splashing
down off the San Diego
coast in the US. at 502
pom. 15T,

They returned from an
18-day soppurn on the In-
ternational Space Station
(155} that was a first step for
Indias ewn ambitions for
human spaceflight, with
Group Captain Shukla of
the Indian Air Force having
heen selected as one of the
astronauts on India's Gaga-
nyaan Mission.

The Dragon's splash-
down oocurred nearly 23
hours after it departed
from the 155 on Monday.
The astronauts made their
way out of the capsule 50
minutes later, helped by
the medical crew aboard
the SpaceX recovery ves-
sel, Shasnnoe.

Days of rehabilitation

The first to come out of
Dragon was Ax-4 Mission
Commander Peggy Whit-
som of the UL, She was fol
lowed by Group Captain
Shukla, who was the pllot
for the mission; Misskon
Specialist Skawosz Uznan-
ski-wiiniewskl of Poland;

Hard grownd: Shubharshu Shukla being belped out of the Dragen
capsule that splashed down off the San Diego coast an Tuesday. P

and Mission Specialist T
bar Kapu of Hungary.
smiling and waving at
the cameras, the astro-
nauts were asslsted by the
team aboard the recovery
vessel as they went for row-
tne medical checks after
spending  neardy three
weeks in microgravity con-
ditions. According to the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganksation (ISRO), Group
Captain Shukla will under-
go a rehabilitation pro-
gramme for about a week
under the supervision of
flight surgeans o help him
adape back to graviry.
During  the  mission,
which took off from Flori-
da on June 25 after mult-
ple delays, the crew com-
pleted 330 orbits of earth,
oovering 5.4 million miles
of spaceflight, Axiom
Space sabd. They also com-

pleted over 60 research ac-
tvitles and 23 outreach
EVENTS.

“Thanks for the great
ride and safe rip and hap-
pv o be back,” Ms. Whit-
son sakd in her first mes-
sape post splashdown.

Early on Tuesday, Spa-
ceX announced that the
Dragon was on track to re-
enter the atmosphere and
splash down as per sche-
dule. At around 2089 pom.,
the deorbit burn phase of
the  splashdown  com-
menced, lxsting for about
18 minutes. Following the
completion of the deorbit
burn, the runk was jetti
soned, and the Dragon's
nose coe was secured for
entry into the atmosphene,
A few minutes later, the
Dragon's two dromie para-
chustes deployed above the
Pacific (eean, followed by

deployment of the four
main parachutes, and the
Dragon had a textbook
splashdown.

Soon after splashdown,
a couple of fast boats with
recovery personnel  ap-
proached the Dragon o
ensure that the spacecraft
was safe.

Sniff checks

The recovery personnel
then completed  sniff
checks 1o ensure there
were no hazardows chemi-
cals around the vehicle and
after they picked up the
main parachutes, the main
recovery vessel, Shanman
approached the Dragon.

The Dragon was then
lifted to the recovery veasel
and placed on the recovery
nest befiore being moved 1o
the hangar aboard the ship
for the opening of the spa-
cecraft hatch. After the
hatch was opened, the as-
tronaus exited the Dragon
one by one, completing
thelr mission.

Axiom Space said thar
the crew will undergo their
first medical checks on-
board the recovery vessel,
before flying on a hellcop-
ter hack to land. From
there, the crew will be
flown to Houston, where
they will be reunited with
thelr respective teams.

MEDICAL EVALUATION
o PAGE 13

Context

d The SpaceX Dragon carrying the
Axiom-4 crew, including Pilot
Shubhanshu Shukla, successfully
returned to Earth on 15th July 2025
after a 20-day ISS mission, marking a
milestone as Shukla became the first
Indian to pilot a private commercial
space mission.



Axiom Space Mission

Q Launched by NASA and Axiom Space, using SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft.

O Marked one of the first fully private crewed missions to the ISS, combining NASA's
infrastructure with commercial spaceflight.

Q Crew included Commander Peggy Whitson (USA), Pilot Shubhanshu Shukla (India), and
Mission Specialists from Poland and Hungary.

India's Role and Achievements

d Shubhanshu Shukla became the first Indian pilot of a commercial orbital space
mission and the first Indian to reach the ISS via a private U.S. mission.

a His role reflects India’s increasing participation in global private spaceflight and
collaborative exploration efforts beyond ISRO-led missions.

A This aligns with India’s broader ambitions under its Space Policy 2023, which
encourages private sector participation, astronaut training, and international
partnerships.



International Space Station (ISS)

d The International Space Station
(ISS) is a habitable artificial
satellite orbiting in low Earth orbit
(LEO).

d Altitude Range: Approximately 370
km to 460 km above Earth.

A It serves as a microgravity and
space environment research
laboratory, where crew members
conduct experiments in various
fields like biology, physics,
astronomy, and materials science.

Key Partner Agencies

The ISS is a multinational
collaborative effort involving:

» NASA - United States

» Roscosmos — Russia

> ESA (European Space Agency) -
Represents 22 European countries

» JAXA - Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency

» CSA - Canadian Space Agency
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