




Rethinking Global Leadership

Context

The 2025 BRICS Summit highlighted 
the erosion of multilateralism amid the 
U.S.’s shifts to bilateralism under 
President Trump; the editorial urges 
India to recalibrate its global strategy 
through strategic autonomy, South-
South cooperation, and internal 
transformation. -South cooperation, 
and domestic transformation to 
position itself as a global leader.



Decline of Multilateralism and the Global Flux

❑ The United States, under Donald Trump, has shifted towards 
bilateralism, sidelining the United Nations and weakening collective 
mechanisms like the G-77. 

❑ The BRICS 2025 Declaration avoided addressing this structural 
disruption.

❑ The imposition of unilateral tariffs and bilateral negotiations is being 
used by the U.S. as a tactic to gain economic concessions, moving away 
from a rules-based order. 

❑ This reflects a recalibration of power diplomacy post-WWII.

❑ With multilateral institutions weakened, the Global South can no 
longer rely on traditional platforms for bargaining. India's influence now 
depends on building strong regional and bilateral partnerships, not 
ideological voting blocs.



India’s Strategic and Economic Reorientation

❑ India must articulate neutrality among global powers while asserting 
its core national interests. 

❑ Its loss of the UNESCO Executive Board seat to Pakistan highlights the 
urgency to recalibrate diplomacy.

❑ Trade realignment toward ASEAN, coupled with massive infrastructure 
investments (high-speed rail, digital networks), can compensate for 
declining U.S. exports and stimulate internal demand.

❑ With India now ahead of the UK and Germany in GenAI patent filings 
(WIPO), the country has a foundational advantage in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution to drive endogenous growth and global 
competitiveness.



Security, Borders, and South-South Prosperity

❑ A shift from heavy ground forces to integrated 
technologies—drones, satellites, AI—gives India 
strategic depth and economic efficiency, 
aligning military doctrine with global best 
practices.

❑ Recent diplomatic overtures on Indo-China 
border demarcation and renewed interest in the 
Indus Waters Treaty indicate a transition from 
confrontation to long-term trust-building for 
economic cooperation.

❑ The upcoming BRICS Summit in India presents 
an opportunity to build a new value chain 
network across the Global South—prioritizing 
mutual prosperity over outdated multilateral 
bargains with the Global North.



Revisiting Consent and Criminalization

Context

❑ Right to Privacy of Adolescents (May 
2025), the Supreme Court, invoking 
Article 142, chose not to sentence a man 
convicted under Section 6 of the POCSO 
Act, highlighting the real-life emotional, 
economic, and social hardships faced by 
the adolescent girl involved. 

❑ The case reopened critical discourse on 
criminalising consensual adolescent 
relationships and the need for legal 
reform.



Judicial Trajectory and Legal Paradoxes

❑ Article 142 Used for Substantive Justice The Supreme Court invoked 
Article 142 to not impose the mandatory 20-year sentence on the 
convict, despite upholding his conviction under the POCSO Act, citing 
the victim’s well-being and the family’s socio-economic distress.

❑ While the Calcutta High Court had initially acquitted the accused on 
humanitarian grounds, it made regressive remarks urging 
adolescent girls to control sexual urges, reflecting entrenched 
patriarchal biases.

❑ The top court dismissed concepts like “non-exploitative sexual acts” 
and “older adolescents,” though these are recognised in UNCRC 
General Comment No. 20 and medical discourse, thereby resisting 
evolving international norms on adolescent consent.



Systemic Failures and Institutional Gaps

❑ The Court acknowledged that the victim suffered due to family 
rejection, inadequate child protection systems, and procedural 
trauma, illustrating the systemic failure in addressing adolescent 
sexuality sensitively.

❑ Empirical studies  reveal that a significant proportion of POCSO 
cases involve consensual relationships with adolescents aged 16–
18, where victims often refuse to depose against accused partners.

❑While the Court suggested using JJ Act rehabilitative measures 
through Child Welfare Committees, field evidence indicates that 
adolescents in such cases frequently face institutionalisation and 
emotional distress, not support.



Reform Imperatives and the Way Forward

❑ Re-examining Blanket Criminalisation under POCSO .The rigid age-of-
consent bar at 18 does not accommodate consensual relationships among 
older adolescents. 

❑ A differentiated approach could help prevent misuse of POCSO against non-
exploitative relationships.

❑ Consent of adolescents aged 16+ should be legally recognised with 
safeguards such as ensuring absence of coercion, unequal power dynamics, 
or authority-based influence (e.g., teachers, employers).

❑ The Supreme Court directed the Centre to explore implementing 
comprehensive sexuality education, psychosocial counselling, emergency 
services, and life-skills training—essential components for adolescent 
empowerment and systemic reform.



Shubanshu Shukla's Space Returnh

Context

❑ The SpaceX Dragon carrying the 
Axiom-4 crew, including Pilot 
Shubhanshu Shukla, successfully 
returned to Earth on 15th July 2025 
after a 20-day ISS mission, marking a 
milestone as Shukla became the first 
Indian to pilot a private commercial 
space mission.



Axiom Space Mission

❑ Launched by NASA and Axiom Space, using SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft.

❑ Marked one of the first fully private crewed missions to the ISS, combining NASA’s 
infrastructure with commercial spaceflight.

❑ Crew included Commander Peggy Whitson (USA), Pilot Shubhanshu Shukla (India), and 
Mission Specialists from Poland and Hungary.

India's Role and Achievements

❑ Shubhanshu Shukla became the first Indian pilot of a commercial orbital space 
mission and the first Indian to reach the ISS via a private U.S. mission.

❑ His role reflects India’s increasing participation in global private spaceflight and 
collaborative exploration efforts beyond ISRO-led missions.

❑ This aligns with India’s broader ambitions under its Space Policy 2023, which 
encourages private sector participation, astronaut training, and international 
partnerships.



International Space Station (ISS)

❑ The International Space Station 
(ISS) is a habitable artificial 
satellite orbiting in low Earth orbit 
(LEO).

❑ Altitude Range: Approximately 370 
km to 460 km above Earth.

❑ It serves as a microgravity and 
space environment research 
laboratory, where crew members 
conduct experiments in various 
fields like biology, physics, 
astronomy, and materials science.

Key Partner Agencies

The ISS is a multinational 
collaborative effort involving:

➢ NASA – United States
➢ Roscosmos – Russia
➢ ESA (European Space Agency) – 

Represents 22 European countries
➢ JAXA – Japan Aerospace 

Exploration Agency
➢ CSA – Canadian Space Agency
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