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Countering the U.S Tariff
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US action violates its commitments under WTO. India
rmust diversify its export basket and destinations
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* Trump imposes additional 25% tariffs,
taking total duties on Indian goods to
50%

« Penalty over India’s Russian oil
purchases

* New tariffs apply only to India, not
to China or Turkey




, , INDIA-USA TRADE
US Tariff Actions and Impact

d The US imposed new tariffs on Indian ——
exports such as pharmaceuticals, W =
: : * In FY24, the bilateral trade between India
semlcpnduptors, mOblle phor\es, and and the US stood at a record US$ 118.2
chemicals, in addition to earlier tariffs, billion as against US$ 128.78 billion in FY22.
1 : : » In FY24, India had a trade surplus of
disregarding multilateral trade rules. D S D
¢ Of the total trade in FY24, Indian exports
QA India and the US had earlier set an RESE g IS RPN
L. . can exports to India stood at
ambitious bilateral trade goal of $500 US$ 40.7 billion
il | 1 1 * USAis the 3rd largest investor in India with
billion k?y 2030, butolmmed|ate .ta riff e T
escalation undermines that trajectory. from April 2000-September 2024

A These tariffs contradict WTO's Most o
Favoured Nation (MFN) principle,
violating rules of non-discrimination in @.:“j‘"
trade practices. Y
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India’s Challenges and Constraints

O Nearly 60% of India’s exports to the US are concentrated in pharmaceuticals, mobile
phones, gems and jewellery, and engineering goods, making India vulnerable to
targeted tariffs.

d Competitors from South and Southeast Asia, with diversified low-to-medium value
exports, may replace Indian exporters in the US market.

d Farmers, small industries, and workers dependent on affected export sectors face
immediate livelihood risks.

Way Forward for India

d India must expand its export destinations beyond the US and EU, building stronger
trade ties with ASEAN, Africa, BRICS, and Latin America.

d India should pursue trade diversification while simultaneously engaging in WTO
dispute mechanisms to safeguard its interests.

O Broader domestic reforms in competitiveness, logistics efficiency, and technological
upgrading are critical to withstand global trade shocks.



Curbing Online Gambling addiction

ADDICTION, NOT PLAY

Ban on online real-money gaming will protect mental health of the young

ALISHA LALLJEE

THE EDITORIAL OM the ban on online real-
money gaming {The wrong answer,' (E,
August 25) presents an account of the move's
econamic, begal, and regulatory implications.
Butit merlooks oneof the most critical dimen-
sions of this issue: Mental health, particularhy
of children and adolescents.

Omnline gaming, especially real-money
gaming, operates on psychological principles
mearty identical to gambling: Variable rewards,
intense engagement koops,and the pursuit of
rapid gratification. These mechanics are de-
signed to sustain play, extract payments, and
create dependency. When introduced to
young. impressionable users, itoften leads not
to beisure, but to addiction.

Parent=often discover the problem toolate
—wihen credit card hills spike, academnic per-
formance collapses, orachild's mental health
has begun to deteriorate. Families describe a
toniic home atmasphere, filled with secrecy, ar-
guments,and emotional distress. Insuch cases,
therapy is not enough. Prevention through reg-
ulation o, when neceszary, prohibition is ale-
gitimate and urgent public health response.

Omline gaming today is notwhat it was a
decade agn. What appears to be harmless en-
tertainment s, in reality, designedito keepusers
hooked. These games are not simply “fun dis-
tractions”. They are immersive environments
that condition the brain to crave more play,
mawe wins, more risk. The line between skill
and chance blurs rapidly. Many adolescents
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- DEAR EDITOR, -
I DISAGREE
Acolumn in
which we invite
readers to tell us why,
when they differ with
the editorial
positions or
news coverage of
“The Indian Express’

Indlia’s youth deserve more
than just a firewall They
deserve understanding,
suppaort, and care. By
reframing online gaming,
addiction as a behavioural
anud mental health issue, and
by comibining thoughtiul
regulation with robust
counselling, the country can
create a safer digital
enviromment.

Inse track of time, e about usage, steal tofund
gameplay, or suffer from anxiety, depression,
and suicidal ideation when they lose or are
forced tostop. The resulting tensiomoften spills
intothe household, straiming relationships and
erading trust between parents and children.
This addiction is not theoretical. Across
Inddia, there are numerous cases of children
draining family bank accounts, falling into
debt, or spiralling into behavicural and emo-
tional distress, [nsome tragic instances, the
consagquences have included suicide. Despite
these human costs, the mental-healthdimen-
sionof this crisisis toooften absent from pol-
icy discussions and public commentary.
Aban canseem ke a protective measure,
removing the source of harm It also offers
families an immediate sense of relief by re-
ducing conflicts and financial losses. Partial
hans or stricter age-gating can be particularly
effective, helping protect minors wiile allow-
ing informed adults o engage responsibhy By
liriting exposure for younger users, partial
restrictions can delay the onset of addictive
behaviours and offer parents a safer environ-
ment to guide healthy digital habits.
Howeever, the psychology of addiction is
rarely that simple. When compulsive behav-
iour is forcibly imterrupted without therapeu-
tic intervention, it often re-emerges in other
forms, a phenomenon known as psychologi-
cal displacement. Children whaolose their pri-
mary coping mechanism may turn to maore

harmful behaviours such as compulsive
pormnography consumptiom, social media over-
use, or even substance abuse, Without guid-
ance, the farmily environment can remain
tense, with children secking escape in even
less regulated spaces.

Children caught in the grip of addiction of-
ten become irmitable, secretive, or aggressie
whenaccessisrestricted. Totruby protect chil-
drenand adolescents, any form of han must be
accompanied by a comprehensive mental
health frameweor. This mears integrating rou-
time rmental health screenings in schools, ex-
panding access to child-friendly counselling
services, and training educators and parents
to recognise warning signs of distress.
fwareness campaigns on digital addiction
must target students and caregivers alike.

By treating this issue as a behaviowral
healthchallenge rather thana purehy discpli-
nary problem, Indiacanbeginto heal the emo-
tional rifts that gaming addiction creates
within families. India's youth deserve more
thanjust a firewall They deserve supportand
care. By and by combining thoughtful regula-
tion with robust counselling and prevention
programmes, the country can create a safer
digital erviranment, ome where Gamilies find
balance, and children grow up with healthier
relationships to technology.

The writer isa psychalogst
and specinl edicator
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Youcanendupin with
fine for playing online games in India!

Fantasy apps (Dreamll, MPL)
Rummy, Poker, Teen Patti
Any real-money online game

n online gaming bill 2025 passed!

The government has imposed a ban on
online real-money gaming, citing
concerns over its mental health impact,
particularly on children and
adolescents.



Psychological and Social Risks

d Real-money online games use reward
systems, variable reinforcements, and
risk—-reward cycles similar to gambling,
fostering compulsive behaviour.

d Adolescents often experience secrecy,
academic decline, and strained family
relationships when addiction takes
hold.

d Mental Health Concerns as there are
Cases of anxiety, depression, and even
suicidal tendencies have been linked to
compulsive gaming behaviour.

Ways & Means

Many using non-real money
gaming versions of poker, rummy

i
Betting on WhatsApp RRGEEECH

groups with friends, [
family for apps like games like

JJPoker. PPPoker Ludo
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VPN being employed RiEY 8
to mask geolocation 16,000
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Sweeping
measures®

N & d
The Prometionand 5, « #
Regulation of
Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 prohibits
offering, operation,
facilitation,
advertisement,
promotion
and participaticnin
online money games

= ‘Real money gaming’ refers to
platforms such as Dream11 and
PokerBaazi where players risk
their money for winnings

= The Bill makes the distinction
between games of chance and
skill irrelevant, as it seeks to ban
all “online money gaming”

= The industry has argued that
fantasy games are those of
‘skill’ and cannot be regulated by
States as gambling

= The industry says it has annual
revenues exceading ¥31,000
crores and that it employs over
two lakh people

PUNISHMENTS

u The Bill proposes
imprisonment up to
three years and/or
fine of up to T1 crore
for entities offering
or facilltating online

money gaming

m The Bill also seeks to
prohibit advertisement

& related to online money

games and hars banks
and financial institutions
from transferring funds
forany of such games

m Advertising can attract
imprisonment up 1o two
years and/orfineup to
350 lakh, Facilitating
financial transactions
can lead to imprisonment
up to three years and/or
fine up to X1 crore

TYPES OF ONLINE
GAMING

¢

E-SPORTS
USUALLY PLAYED INA
MULTI-PLAYER FORMAT. THESE ARE
MORE POPULAR AMONG
PROFESSIONAL GAMERS AND
GENERALLY INVOLVE
TOURNAMENTS, THESE INCLUDE
PUBG AND LEAGUE OF LEGENDS

EDUCATIONAL
GAMING
OGAMES DESIGNED WITH AN

EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE SUCH AS
QUIZIES AND PUZILES

FANTASY SPORTS
USERS CREATE VIRTUAL
TEAMS USING PROXIES

OF REAL PLAYERS
FROM SPORTS SUCH AS
CRICKET AND FOOTBALL,

AMONG OTHERS

CASUAL GAMES

SKILL BASED GAMES SUCH
AS CHELSS, LUDO, CANDY CRUSH,
TEMPLE RUN, ETC.




Family and Societal Impact

O Families discover the problem late, usually after financial or academic crises, by which
time intervention is difficult.

O Addiction contributes to secrecy, aggression, and behavioural problems, eroding trust
within households.

U The issue imposes costs such as therapy, suicide prevention, and the need for long-term
rehabilitation.

Way Forward

O A balanced regulatory framework treating gaming addiction as a behavioural and
mental health issue is essential.

O Screening in schools, counselling, and digital literacy campaigns can help prevent
harmful outcomes.

0 Combining robust regulation with awareness and family guidance can ensure healthier
relationships with technology.



Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups

MAPPING THE MARGINS

Tribal ministry does well to propose that Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups be counted separately

W JULY 17, the Ministry of Tribal AfTairs { MoTA) wrote (o the Registrar

General and Census Commassioner of India | RGL, requesting it to consider

icluding Particularly Vilierable Teibal Groups {PVTGs ) — the meast mag-

ginalised tribal groups in the country — in the upcoming Census exercise.
As reported in this newspaper, the MalA has asked RGI o separately count the number
of PVTG households and individuals, along with their distinetive culiural, demographde
and socio-economic features. I thas is done, itwill be the frsttime that the PYTGE are enu-
merated separately since the category was introduced. Eadier, in the 2011 Census, 40 PVT
groups were counted within the broader category of Scheduled Teibes (5Ts). Currently,
there are 75 VT groups across 18 states and one Union Termtory, The MalA's initiative
tocount the most marginalised groups separately o faclitate targeted policies of uphift
ard redress is a welcome move.

The PYTGs entered politscal discourse for the first time after the Dhebar Commission
wias constituted toimeestigate and report “on the probleme of the Scheduled Tribes”; the
committee submitted its report in 1961, It sdentified the inequalities within the tribal
groups. This led to the creation of the category Primitive Tribal Groups (PFTGs ) in 1973,
baged on four criteria — pre-agricultural level of technalogy, low level of bteracy, eco-
nomic backwardness and a declining or stagnant population. [n 2006, the name was
changed to PYTEG, as the word “primitive” was seen as problematic. The female literacy
rate among the PVTGS i the lowest inlindia. A recent study that surveyed researnch woik
on 13 PVT groups in Odisha betwesn 2000 to 2023, published in the fournal of Health,
Popelation and Mutrition [ 2024), highlighted their precarious health indices. In 2023, the
Centre launched the Pradhan Mantr Janjati Adivasi Myaya Maha Abhnyan [P JANMAN)
o provide basic Facilites o PYTGE. For the suecessful implementation of amy developmen-
tal scherme, sociological mapping is necessary, and the proposed inclusion of PVTGs asa
separate category in the Census would help serve this purpose.

Alongside, the government could conssder rethinking the defimition of PTG abead of
the enumeration exercise. The existing criteria are decades ald and nsk excluding some
comimunities, as ground realities have changed due to the intervention of state and non-
state actors. For exarmphe, the use of “pre-agricultural bevel technology” — modernsation
of technology has equipped many marginabised communities to wse “developed” tools.
A careful step towards not only identifying but also addressing PYTGs s necessary Lo fa-
cilitate social inclusion, instead of assimilation.

4 Who are PVTGs? )

* PVTGs are the most vulnerable categories among tribal groups.
They have declining or stagnant population, low literacy level,
pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward.
* Status: PVTGs inhabit isolated, remote and difficult
areas in small and scattered hamlets/ habitats.

» 75 such groups of tribals in 18 States and 1 Union

. Territory have been identified and categorised as PVTGs.

Context

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has requested the
Registrar General of India to enumerate
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
separately in the upcoming Census to improve
welfare targeting.



Historical and Policy Background

d PVTGs, the most marginalized within
Scheduled Tribes, were identified in
1973 based on criteria such as pre-
agricultural level of technology, low
literacy, economic backwardness, and
stagnant population.

4 In 2011, 40 PVTG groups were
enumerated within the broader
Scheduled Tribe category, but no
separate data was maintained.

O Presently, there are 75 PVTGs across 18
States and one Union Territory, yet

they remain inadequately represented
in official statistics.

HOUSING FOR 75 VULNERABLE @Eﬁ’f#ﬁﬁ?’é
TRIBAL GROUPS

k. Centre targets 75 particular
ggggﬂ?lON “, w7 wulnerabletribal groupsin
g ,;“[ 18 states & UTs. Inaccessible
(24 000 Cr L‘ tribes to get basic facilities
’ like roads, telecom, electricit
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Socio-Economic Vulnerabilities

d Female literacy among PVTGs is the lowest in India; a recent Odisha study (2020-23)
revealed alarming literacy and health gaps.

d PVTGs face high malnutrition and poor access to health facilities, as highlighted in
the Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition (2024).

O Despite targeted schemes like PM-JANMAN launched in 2023, progress remains slow
due to lack of precise data and monitoring.

The Way Forward

Q Separate enumeration will provide disaggregated data to design precise welfare
measures and track socio-economic conditions of PVTGs.

d The outdated “pre-agricultural technology” definition must be revisited, as
modernization has altered socio-economic realities of many communities.

O Beyond counting, addressing exclusion through education, health, skill development,
and culturally sensitive tools is vital for empowerment.
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