




Countering the U.S Tariff



US Tariff Actions and Impact

❑ The US imposed new tariffs on Indian 
exports such as pharmaceuticals, 
semiconductors, mobile phones, and 
chemicals, in addition to earlier tariffs, 
disregarding multilateral trade rules.

❑ India and the US had earlier set an 
ambitious bilateral trade goal of $500 
billion by 2030, but immediate tariff 
escalation undermines that trajectory.

❑ These tariffs contradict WTO’s Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) principle, 
violating rules of non-discrimination in 
trade practices.



India’s Challenges and Constraints

❑ Nearly 60% of India’s exports to the US are concentrated in pharmaceuticals, mobile 
phones, gems and jewellery, and engineering goods, making India vulnerable to 
targeted tariffs.

❑ Competitors from South and Southeast Asia, with diversified low-to-medium value 
exports, may replace Indian exporters in the US market.

❑ Farmers, small industries, and workers dependent on affected export sectors face 
immediate livelihood risks.

Way Forward for India

❑ India must expand its export destinations beyond the US and EU, building stronger 
trade ties with ASEAN, Africa, BRICS, and Latin America.

❑ India should pursue trade diversification while simultaneously engaging in WTO 
dispute mechanisms to safeguard its interests.

❑ Broader domestic reforms in competitiveness, logistics efficiency, and technological 
upgrading are critical to withstand global trade shocks.



Curbing Online Gambling addiction

The government has imposed a ban on 
online real-money gaming, citing 
concerns over its mental health impact, 
particularly on children and 
adolescents.



Psychological and Social Risks

❑ Real-money online games use reward 
systems, variable reinforcements, and 
risk–reward cycles similar to gambling, 
fostering compulsive behaviour.

❑ Adolescents often experience secrecy, 
academic decline, and strained family 
relationships when addiction takes 
hold.

❑ Mental Health Concerns as there are 
Cases of anxiety, depression, and even 
suicidal tendencies have been linked to 
compulsive gaming behaviour.





Family and Societal Impact

❑ Families discover the problem late, usually after financial or academic crises, by which 
time intervention is difficult.

❑ Addiction contributes to secrecy, aggression, and behavioural problems, eroding trust 
within households.

❑ The issue imposes costs such as therapy, suicide prevention, and the need for long-term 
rehabilitation.

Way Forward

❑ A balanced regulatory framework treating gaming addiction as a behavioural and 
mental health issue is essential.

❑ Screening in schools, counselling, and digital literacy campaigns can help prevent 
harmful outcomes.

❑ Combining robust regulation with awareness and family guidance can ensure healthier 
relationships with technology.



Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups

Context

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has requested the 
Registrar General of India to enumerate 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 
separately in the upcoming Census to improve 
welfare targeting.



Historical and Policy Background

❑ PVTGs, the most marginalized within 
Scheduled Tribes, were identified in 
1973 based on criteria such as pre-
agricultural level of technology, low 
literacy, economic backwardness, and 
stagnant population.

❑ In 2011, 40 PVTG groups were 
enumerated within the broader 
Scheduled Tribe category, but no 
separate data was maintained.

❑ Presently, there are 75 PVTGs across 18 
States and one Union Territory, yet 
they remain inadequately represented 
in official statistics.



Socio-Economic Vulnerabilities

❑ Female literacy among PVTGs is the lowest in India; a recent Odisha study (2020–23) 
revealed alarming literacy and health gaps.

❑ PVTGs face high malnutrition and poor access to health facilities, as highlighted in 
the Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition (2024).

❑ Despite targeted schemes like PM-JANMAN launched in 2023, progress remains slow 
due to lack of precise data and monitoring.

The Way Forward

❑ Separate enumeration will provide disaggregated data to design precise welfare 
measures and track socio-economic conditions of PVTGs.

❑ The outdated “pre-agricultural technology” definition must be revisited, as 
modernization has altered socio-economic realities of many communities.

❑ Beyond counting, addressing exclusion through education, health, skill development, 
and culturally sensitive tools is vital for empowerment.
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