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Women in STEM Fields

Women, STEM careers and a more receptive industry

Yourh Skills Day, we are reminded that
skille development is fundamental o

reducing unemployment and promaoting decent
work. India faces a critical paradox: 43% of India's
STEM graduates are women, the highest
Proportion among major economies globally. Yet,
women represent only 7% of the STEM
warkforce, limiting women's access 1o career
apportunities offered by the STEM sector.

According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey
{PLFS) 20023-24, India‘s overall female labour
force participation rate {FLFPE) has risen to
AL.7k, a meaningful jump after years of
stanation. However, the increase is sharper for
rural women (47.6%) than in urban areas (25.4'%),
reflecting barriers in formal employment,
workplace safety, and societal expectations. In
STEM, the parados is more pronoumsced.
According to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics
(2020, only 31.5% of researchers worldwide are
waomen. This education-employment gap reflects
systemic harriers that industry is uniquely
positioned to address. The economic stakes are
clear. According to estimates by the McKinsey
Global Institute, enabling 68 million more women
to participate in India's workforce could boost
India‘s GDF by up to $700 billion by 2025,
Similarly, the World Bank suggests that achieving
a 50°% fernale workdorce participation rate could
elevate GDP growth by 1'%,

E very year on July 15, as we ohserve World

Government vision and STEM skilling

The New Education Policy (MEF 2020 paved the
way for higher retention and opporunities in the
fields of STEM. The nodal Ministry of Education
{MoE) has imtegrated education with skills
development and life skills training. The
Government's renewed focus on revitalising
Industrial Training nstitutes (17T1s) and expanding
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vocational skilling is bringing high-quality
technical edweation and raining closer w villages
and small towns, ensuring broader access for
vouth across rural India

This progress aligns with the Prime Minister's
vision of Viksit Bharat {or developed India),
where women's economic mohility forms the
cormerstone of inclusive development. The share
of the gender budget in the tual national Budget
has increased from 6.8% in 202425 to B.8% in
2025-26 with £4.49 lakh crore in allecation woward
gender-specific programmes.

Further, the Union Budget H025-26 introduced
term loans for women entreprensurs, new
Mational Skill Training Institutes, and investments
i technology-driven skilling. India's policy
framework, from Skill India to Digital India, and
from ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao' o PM
Vishwakarma Yojana, has the right intent.
However, government policy alone cannot bridge
the education-employment gap. mdustry must
transform from passive recruiter to active enabler
of women's career transitions.

Industry as the missing link

Industry plays a critical roke in bridging the gap
between skilling and employment, especially for
women. Persistent social norms, such as the
belief that “mechanical means masculine” or that
“coding isn't for girls”, continue to create
mvizible barriers for skilled women entering
technical fields. These stereotypes are
well-documented in multiple studies, inchiding
those by the World Bank and UNESCO, which
highlight how gendered perceptions mit
women's paricipation in STEM and technical
trades. Evidence also shows that women do not
leave STEM fields due o a lack of ability, but
mstead because workplaces are often
urwelcoming, families lack awareness of career

opportunities, and rodes remain deeply gendered.
Addressing these perceptions, alongside ensuring
warkplace safety, equitable pay, and suppor for
career transitions related to marrizge, childbirth,
and caregiving, is key to unlocking the full
potential of the workforce.

India's private sector is increasingly stepping
up. with many companies championing
sructured menioring programmes,
industry-linked training initiatives and
partnerships with educational instinutions to
create direct pathways from classrooms to
careers. Une such initiative is the UM Women's
WeSTEM programme, being implemented in
collaboration with the Governments of Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat, and supported by the
Micron Foundation. This programme provides
access to skilk and bridges the talent gap. By
engaging families and community leaders,
conducting workplace safety sessions, and
introducing women role models in classrooms,
the programme recognises that skill-‘building
requires a shift in mindsets to be effective.

A blueprint for industry leadership
Industry partnerships with educational
institutions, mentorship metworks linking
professionals with students, and workplace
policies that accommodate life rransitions and
ensure safery, can bridge the
education-employment gap. The question is not
whether India can afford to invest in women's
STEM careers. It is whether indusiry can afford
not to. By equipping women and girls with the
skills and training needed to succeed in STEM
fields, we can create & more inclusive and robaust
=soriety. When a woman earns, her voice and
impact echoes across dinner tables, shop fioors,
policy rooms and entire industries. And in that
voboe lies the blueprint of & future ready India.

Context

On World Youth Skills Day (15th
July), attention has been drawn to
India’s persistent gap between the
high proportion of female STEM
graduates and their low workforce
participation, highlighting the
need for coordinated efforts by
government and industry to
address systemic and structural
barriers.



Persistent Paradox in Women's STEM Participation

A Despite having 43% of global STEM graduates as women, only 27% of
India’s STEM workforce comprises women, revealing deep systemic gaps
between education and employment.

d As per PLFS 2023-24, the Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR)
reached 41.7%—but rural women (47.6%) outperform urban women
(25.4%), indicating structural and socio-cultural constraints in formal
sectors.

d According to McKinsey Global Institute, including 68 million more women
in the workforce could raise India’s GDP by up to $700 billion by 2025. The
World Bank links a 1% GDP growth with a 50% female workforce
participation rate.



Governmental Frameworks for Inclusive Skilling

O National Education Policy (NEP) and Vocational Push through NEP 2020 as it
integrates skills and life education.

0 Government is modernising ITls and expanding vocational skilling to rural
areas, linking skilling with employability and inclusiveness.

0 Gender-Budgetary Commitments in Union Budget 2025-26 as Gender
budget allocation rose to Rs 4.49 lakh crore (8.8% of total budget), including
schemes like term loans for women entrepreneurs and establishment of
National Skill Training Institutes.

d Women's economic empowerment is a pillar of inclusive growth under the
Viksit Bharat initiative. Schemes like Skill India, Digital India, and PM
Vishwakarma Yojana further this empowerment framework.



Role of Industry in Enabling Gender-Responsive Employment

A Cultural Barriers in Technical Domains: Deep-rooted gender norms
(“mechanical is masculine”) hinder entry of women into STEM and
technical jobs.

0 UNESCO and World Bank note that cultural perceptions, not competence,
are key obstacles.

d Corporate Interventions for STEM Inclusion: |nitiatives like UN Women's
WeSTEM—Dbacked by Micron Foundation—partner with state
governments to ensure skilling, mentorship, and mindset shifts via safety
trainings, family engagement, and visible role models.

A Industry-Driven Ecosystem for Career Continuity: Structured
mentorship, industry-academia partnerships, flexible workplace policies,
and safety assurance are vital to support women through life transitions
and ensure STEM career retention.



India-Europe Relations

The importance of India and Europe walking in step

& world increasingly marked by dsorder
and divergence, & foregn palicy nenvens
cast sbour for new policy mmianves, the
Inichia- Eurape relationship stands asa
compeling case for diplomsnic renewal
i cwvilizational depih, yer animased by
cantemparary relevance. If hismory has aften
rendered them distans participants i each
other’s geopolineal imaginatian, the present
mamen® demands - and enabdes - 2 more

purposeil EREEment.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's G7 diplomacy
and Exterral Affairs Minister 5. hishanlkar's
renewed fooms o Europe reflec a conscous
et towmrnds & comtinent in S This s ree
meredy a recognition of Europe’s enduring
enoiomic weght ar culiural raﬂ:lal; It |5 an asue
reading of the evohing glohal chesshoard, where

yeserd sahunue-urn ng, and new
gdldar:{-sm h‘ﬂuﬁr}*

An order a parinership
The transatantis reaim, long aru:lu'nd Ly
American keadership, Sk sl adril amidst
Uredtied Seates Presidemt Domald Trump's
woanodlasm. His transactional workd view,
scepricism towarnds the North Atlannic Treary
oy, disdain for iradickonal dllies, and
dalllance wih adversaries such as Eussan
President Viademer Putin have wnnerved
Washingion's mcet steackiast parmers. The G,
amce the de facto board of diremars for glohad
govermance, ouvered last month not in
cansenexe, but i comention.

For Canada, the United Kingdom, Gernsany,

and Franoe - each recabbeating their farelgn
cies - the mrategic ngic ?’bokm,glnum:}i
s sh - Canach, disent el
l’r\on?mdbpenagznmm the LIS, ::nlzsuh
de ulnl ankan with Europe and emer,
F ?xlrﬂnnhc}mp:pmuru .
mnl_'.lmdnllng of Ehalistani extpemiszs
FHEWE ding). The LK., shedding s
Brexit-era Musions, embraces renewed
cantinental tes. And Ge . wwakemed from
atrateglc sommalence, has rkid an a path of
defence Evement and industmal reinvemion. In
chis milley, Europe ls sriving nos snsply 1o say
relevant kot po become a poke ol power in ks cwn
hi.

The rheteric af “sirasegic ", GO
French fancy, is now echoed in Berkn, Warsaw,
and Brussels sike From French President
Emmanued Macro's nochear mmbrella
Germany’s constiiutional recalibraton for
mirary spending, and the Wesmar Trianghe's
AssEriveeiess In central Europe, the prajec of
European reimvention is well underaey.

Indla’s extemnal L,
chamacterised by pnnemrmwu':d :l'.:al@m\-em B

marphing inie a more assertive pasture of
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*padri-alignnzent”. In a workd veering toward
hipalar rivalry berween the U.5. and China, India
and Exwopse, both aspirational middle powers,
find commuwy cause in championing a mubtipalar
ander that s anchoved in intemanonal ks,
inclustve insritutions and plrs] valuss. This
convergence plays out an several fronis. The
Imla-:EumpHn Uribomi (ELT engagement nosw
uniilds an vwi levels. Instimionally, the EU and
Indta ar dding their borg ding dizogue
in areas of shared and xR LT S
fram rade and wechnslogy o secangy and
climase change. Bilaterally, ties with major
member stages - France, Germany, kaly and,
increasingdy, the Mordie and Easern

TARIONE ~ ane acquingg greater sraiegic deprie.

Econmbc thes as a corridor of opportumity
Few statistics captare the posential of this
mament better than the starting rice i bilaseral
trade and invesiment. Between 205 and 2022,
EL foregn direct imvestment in India grew by
7%, with France’s ivestmens alone
skyrocketng by 373%. In the las thiee years, EU
imparts from India have dowtded, and ersconng
New Delhi's growing ecwenic magnetkm. Yet,
Indiz and Eurape are still only seratching the
surface.

The much-antcpated India-EL Trade and
Invesiment Agreeents must now ke Gsvmcked
with an “early hareest” accord that shows some
senslvity vo India’s green ransiton. The
Eurnpean Carban Barder Adjustment
Mechanizns, lsadable in spirk, must be
reinterpreted through the lers of equery. Climase
ansbecion e never beoome climace
pratectionism. The IndiaMiddle East-Exrope
Epomoemec Corridor (BEEC) can become a nucdern
Silk Road linking geographies not anly in irade,
bt aso in enterprise, enesgy, and innovatsw (o
i an answer to the Indo-Pacic's demand for
infrastracnure that is trassparen, sasanable and
SOVETERN In Spi.

Perhaps the mos exciting fronter bes in
technogy. India and Exrope both view digital
archageciure nist & a profpoetary doman of Blg
Tech beax as public infrasmecture for the glohal
good. As M. Modi chserved atthe ALAction
Zusmmit, the parmership can span the entire
digial Becyce - fnom IMovao o gevermande,
fram sandards wo regulation. Europes keadership
in dexp vech, digital manufacturing, and
semaonducsors dovetaik with India's dynamism
in software, digeal public geods and scalable
platiorms. Together, they can lead inclean
energy innovation, hiceechnology, ocean
sustamability, food seoarey and resiliens
healthrcare systems.

To harness chis, borh sides must mves in
fuman mobdity. A comprehersve mability
agreemens for students, scentists and scholars

will enaich ealent poals, ease Indlan
unempovemens and femibse hilneral nnovation.
I e age ol ideas, cross-border thenlkers are as
valuahle as trnxb-ordet capital.

Siravegic alignmem now extends o delence
and coumnter-sermarimn. Eiunope remsain an
Important source of amaments for India, and as
bath sides seck selfrellance - India under
Armanirbhar Bharat, Europe through Redrms
2025 - there s scope for anprecedenied
cordevelapment and rechinology transker.
Maritme coaperation, cyber security, space
eollahoration, and joint regponses 6o termariam
affer a vemplate for wust. Exrope must also adopt
& firmer Une on Pakstan's enabling of lamist
extremism - an issue that has scarred both sides.
Technical coopesation & not enough; polincal will
must fidlma

In a warkd where vers alien behave as
1P mighe i righs, mlddgrl:mpn;mmm such as India and
Eusope miast act as cusindians of a rules-based
ordes, Mot as relics of a libesal wopia, but &
realists pursaing stabiliry thaough coaliticns, nist
coerchon. Their shared Belied in mulilwemlsm,
In Tesisting e binaries and in
empowenng the Global Soath with inchasve
Irameworks, sets them spart iram mane

ECriptive 15. This ethic mas shal
r}r-eir pﬂpl:lt Iﬁmn forums fram the Lln?::d
Mances tx the Warkd Trade Drganization (WTON,
amdd froim the Quad (Australla, India, Japan, US)
Inlhfh‘.‘i.'ll'ﬁ'i.l.'lﬂ Inielkgence (Al} povermance
tah

g minds, not just policies
Finaly, let us ot umderestimane the power of
perceptian. Public sentneent, media narratives
andd policical antention mmust align with strabegsc
intent. Relatonshigs Haurish not merely through
sumimirs and staszics, bin through empahy,
Imaginazion and sustained effort. Eurape must
mowe beyond serectypes af India as a relucean
partner; ndia must appredae Eupe's complex
iransitions with grearer moance. The Rakna
Dialogue in Marsedle (me 2035), the Presidem
af the Eurapean Comnussian, Ul von der
Leven's svmbalic visit io Delhi (February 2025),
andd India's ciploaratic Investment i the
Medeertanean and Marde: regions, are all
PrOmising steps.

Wrhe |z decade taught us that history has &
sereee of Famour ¢think of our relagions with the
v merations of the Trump Adsnindsraton), the
coming ane demands we have a sense of
purpose. ndia and Europe, long ceding one
amather, must now walk in step kn that
their shared values and strategc compulsions
form a pamnershp not of colveensence, but
conwiction. For i each ogher, they may jost énd
Nt & médrror, but & window to 2 maore stahle,
Inclusive and equitable workd.

+

Context

Qd India is intensifying its diplomatic
engagement with Europe through
high-level visits, strategic
dialogues, and trade negotiations,
signalling a shift toward deeper
strategic and economic cooperation
amidst global geopolitical
realignments.



Strategic Realignments and Shared Vision

d India has transitioned from its traditional non-aligned posture to multi-
alignment, engaging with diverse global players including the European
Union (EU) to preserve strategic autonomy in a bipolar world dominated
by U.S-China rivalry.

d Europe’s Pursuit of Strategic Autonomy: Key EU members like France
and Germany have embraced the concept of strategic autonomy,
aiming to reduce overdependence on the U.S,, recalibrate NATO reliance,
and establish Europe as an independent pole of global influence.

d Multipolarity as a Common Strategic Goal: Both India and Europe seek
to advance a multipolar world order grounded in international law,
plural values, inclusive institutions, and multilateral cooperation, as a
counterbalance to rising authoritarianism and geopolitical coercion.



Economic, Trade, and Technology Synergies

d Between 2015 and 2022, EU FDI in India grew by 70%, with France's
investment alone rising by 373%, while EU imports from India have
doubled—indicating a strong but under-leveraged trade potential.

A India-EU Trade and Investment Agreement (TIA) The delayed India-EU
TIA must be expedited with an Early Harvest Agreement, while addressing
India's concerns regarding the European Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), to ensure climate justice and avoid disguised
protectionism.

d Europe’s deep-tech leadership complements India’s scalable digital public
goods.

A Joint leadership in clean energy, Al governance, semiconductor
manufacturing, and biotech can reshape global digital and green
transitions.



Security, Defence, and Global Governance

A Europe is a key arms supplier to India; under Atmanirbhar
Bharat and ReArm 2025, there is unprecedented scope for technology
transfer, joint production, and strengthening defence industrial bases on
both sides.

d Maritime and Cyber Security, Counter-Terrorism Strategic cooperation
extends to maritime domain awareness, space collaboration,
cybersecurity, and tackling terrorism, especially pressuring Pakistan over
state-sponsored extremism—an issue that affects both regions.

A India and Europe are aligned on reforming multilateral forums (UN,
WTO) and co-leading Global South-centric frameworks, resisting
hegemonic binaries and preserving a rules-based, democratic global
order.



Dowry Deaths in India

Dowry deaths in India: Long investigations, rare convictions

A spate of dowry-refated deaths in the kst two months has put the spotlight back on the illegal practice

DATA POINT

Devvanshi Bibani
Yignesh Radhadrishoan
n the last three months, a
l strng of  dowryselated
deaths have been reported

from acress India. In Aligarh i Ut
tar Pradesh, a woman died after 2
hot iwon was pressed against parts
of her body. Her family clasned
that she had been regulasly as
sadeed for dowry. Another wo
man froas Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhic
was burned atve all ly aftes
she and ber family did not meet
the repeated demands of her hus-
band and his family for dowsy. In
Crandigarh, a voung beade died by
suktde allegedly due 10 dowry ha
rassment. In Tandd Nadu, neas
Ponneri, 2 woman ched by swecide
Just four days after her weddung,
allegedly due to harassment from
her in-laws for dowry. Another wor
man from Teuppur, Tamil Nadu,
took hes life within two months of
marrage for the same reason.

These cases show thae the llle
gal practice of seehung dowry con
toeses o thrive In India. Every
year, In the 20172022 period, an
avesage of 7,000 cases of dowry
deaths were reported across the
counery, aocording w the Natonad
Crinee Records Bureau. It s lmpos:
tant to note thae these were only
reported cases. As severid moce 5o
unreparted, the NCRB daca only
EES US A COnseTvazive estinuee.

The numbers are alarming. And
when we ook closely at the data,
we find that wwestigatons into
these deaths were slow and <o
vactions were few and fas between.

Of the 7,000 dowry deaths re
pocted every year on average, anly
around 4,500 were chasgesheet
ed by the polikce. The rest were
eaher stuck at varkas stages of uy
vestigation o desposed off for va-
rlous reasons including ‘case troe
but msuthcent evidence’, ‘false

rect Informsation’. Some  cases
were stuck i the investigacion
stage for mare than skx manths. Of
the pearly 3,000 dowry death cas
¢35 pending mwvestigation at the end
of 2022, 67% were stuck In thin
stage toe over six mooths (Chart
n.

There were also inordinate de
lays In filing the charge-sheet. Of
the mare than 6,000 dowry death
cases far which chargesheets
wee filed in 2002, 707 were filed
fobowing Investigations that lasted
far over two months (Chart 2).

Even when investigations were
dane, chargesheets were filed,
and cases reached the court, ooy
a few resulted tn coovictions. The
rest got stuck | court procedures
ar were disposed off by the courts
because they were withdrawn, or
compeoanised, or ended | a plea
hargaln. In same cases, the ac
cused were acquisted due 1o lack
of evidence.

Of the average of 6,500 cases
sent for trial every year, ooly
around 100 resulted In comic
tons. Over 90% of the rest re
maned pending In court at va
nous stages. It we look ar the resz,
some ended I acquittals, some
cases were dscharged bedore tral,
and some were guashed.

Doty was the ma motive be
hind ower 6,300 murders across In-
dia in the 20172022 persod. Over
0% of these murders were re
corded | West Bengal, Odisha,
and Bihas. Cases from these three
States and Jharkhand, and those in
Ustar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Ragasthan, Hasyana and Rapsthan
consteuted S0% of 2 the dowry
death cases filed I the 20172022
pesiod (Map 3).

Amang the 19 dties in Indi for
which data was avallable, 30% of
all the dowry deaths cases wese
filed s Delhi In thar persod, the
highest for any city (Chart 4). Del
T was follkowed by Kanpur, Benga
bara, Locknow, and Patna.

case’, ad ‘¢ I was hased
on a misunderstanding or incoe

Mkan Coo wbo e sy

Jokn § REE Whatupo Chanad Attpe (Inte coeaicharnd 3325V an2V S RGIOKHS ol 0l
M— w

Crime and slow punishment

The € tsad fer the € arts were saurond from the Crime Inlncia regonts Ihack § ane ook 31 pul lishec &y e Nataral
CrimeSectors Bureas NCRE)

Chart 31 The shave of Sowry derth cises pending
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Context

A A spate of dowry-related deaths in
recent months has underscored
persistent structural and institutional
failures, with NCRB data (2017-2022)
revealing serious gaps in
investigation, prosecution, and
conviction despite existing legal
safeguards like the Dowry Prohibition
Act, 1961.



Existing Legal Framework

» Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 criminalizes giving, taking, or demanding dowry.

» Section 304B of IPC defines dowry death and prescribes punishment (minimum 7 years
to life imprisonment).

» Section 498A of IPC penalizes cruelty by husband or relatives.

Persistent Violations

» Despite laws, an average of 7,000 dowry deaths reported annually (NCRB 2017-2022).
» Multiple incidents of torture, burning, or suicides related to dowry demands continue to
surface, reflecting legal ineffectiveness in prevention.

Geographic Distribution and Trends

» 80% of cases concentrated in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Haryana,
Odisha, West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh.

» Among 19 major cities, Delhi alone accounted for 30% of dowry death cases, followed by
Kanpur, Bengaluru, Lucknow, and Patna.



Way Forward

- Enforce time-bound charge-sheeting and mandatory oversight on delayed
Investigations.

- Improve coordination between police, medical officers, and forensic labs.
- Fast-track courts for dowry and domestic violence cases.

- Training police and judiciary on gender-sensitive protocols.

- Gender-sensitization programs in schools, colleges, and panchayats.

- Reward dowry-free marriages through public recognition and incentives.
- Expand helplines, safe houses, and victim compensation schemes.

- Disaggregated data publication by NCRB including details on pendency, conviction,
withdrawal, and state-wise bottlenecks.



Enjoy free speech

Enjoy free speech
with self-restraint,
not abuse, says SC,
talks of guidelines

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHL JLLY 14

SRVNG THAT criens ret know
the “walue of free dom of speech
and expression” amd exercise
" el i reshranit” on social media
faling which the state would o
tervens, the Supreme Court an
Monday considersd framing
pundedines booontrnl “des e ten
dences™ onwirtual platforms
Sev kg the asastance of the
coansel for the petitsoner and
the stabe “vis-aeas the guidelines
to be issued fo citizens”, the
ot said it was ot “speaking
sbout censorship” but vwoukd

|ook beyond the petition inthe L

“imterest of fatemity, sendansm
andd digraty of indraduak™,

Thecourt was hearing a plea
fled by a Kolkata residemt
\Wazahat Khan, seeking consoli
dation of FEs regstered agamst
hirn im different states over his
social media posts.

“If they({ citize ns jvant so en
oy the fundamendtal nght of
speechand expression, it should

The
harizantal
& approach

EXPLEIN

14 & 200 verchict, the
Supreme Court recng
riseda hanmontal ap
proach o the mghi ko fres
dinim of speach and
expression, whch means
acizen can invoke the
right not just against the
staie bast also against
oiter cbreens. Esserialiy
AcitizEn can sue anither
atzeen for wiokiing fres
speech.

INSIDE

SC TERMS POST ON
P INFLAMMATORY
PAGE12

be with the reasonable resiric
teores abey. Apart fromitha, tere
CONTINUED DN PAGE 2

CONTEXT

O The Supreme Court has raised concerns over
the rising misuse of free speech, particularly
on social media platforms and online platforms,
and hinted at the need for regulatory guidelines.

It emphasized self-restraint and reasonable
restrictions to protect fraternity, secularism,
and individual dignity in the face
of unprecedented growth in ai-generated
deepfakes and other forms of potentially harmful
digital content.



Supreme Court’s Concerns on Free Speech Misuse

O A Bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna and K.V. Viswanathan noted the growing trend of abusive
content and divisive narratives on social media, highlighting the real-world impact of digital
forgeries and manipulated content.

O The Court emphasized that freedom of speech is not absolute and must be balanced
with reasonable restrictions, particularly in light of the challenges posed by ai-generated
content that can be impossible to distinguish from genuine media.

A It expressed concern that such speech is being used to instigate hatred and disrupt social
harmony, underlining the need for measures to protect affected individuals from the misuse of
their digital representation.

O Justice Nagarathna remarked that citizens must regulate themselves, or else the State will be

forced to intervene, suggesting the potential need for a supervisory authority to oversee online
platforms.

O Justice Viswanathan highlighted that fraternity among citizens is essential to curb mutual
animosity, emphasizing the importance of maintaining social cohesion in the face of potentially
divisive ai deepfakes.



— Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees the Right to Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

— Reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2) include interests of sovereignty, security, public
order, morality, contempt of court, defamation, and incitement to an offense.

— The Court clarified that its intention is not censorship but to promote responsible digital conduct,
recognizing the challenges posed by new technologies like generative ai.

— Fraternity, a key value in the Preamble, was invoked to underscore communal harmony and
mutual respect in the digital age.

—The case also reflects the limits of state intervention in digital speech unless it becomes socially
harmful, highlighting the need for balanced regulation of ai-generated content.
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