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Prelims Practice question for Today

Q. With reference to the Monroe Doctrine,
consider the following statements: Trump ties Monroe Doctrine lo

. It was proclaimed by the United States in the l:‘::::l‘:\o','l\);:“:a'f::g’r::::'.'r‘
early 19th century. '

. It opposed further European colonization in the
Americas.

. It declared that the United States would not The Donroe Doctrine, Venezuela's fragile pragmatism
interfere in the internal affairs of European
countries.

4. It led to the immediate withdrawal of European
powers from their colonies in Latin America.

Which of the statements given above are

correct?

(@)1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c)2 and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and4




India-UAE ties stability, substance, strategic
union

India-UAE ties — stability, substance, strategic union India—-UAE Relations: A Model of Stability and
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Deepening Strategic Partnership

1. Leadership-Level Continuity and Political Trust
* Since the signing of the Comprehensive Strategic Saud.i
Partnership (2017), high-level engagements have Arabia
sustained momentum.
The visits of the Crown Princes of Abu Dhabi and Dubai to
India, at the Prime Minister’s personal invitation, highlight Y U, I
the active involvement of the next generation of Emirati ab

leadership. ates

This continuity has lent durability and strategic depth to
bilateral ties.

2. Defence and Security Cooperation

* The signing of a Letter of Intent towards a Strategic
Defence Partnership during MbZ’s visit is timely, given
evolving security dynamics in West Asia.
Both countries unequivocally condemned terrorism in all
its forms and reiterated that no country should provide
safe havens to terrorists.




Expanding Economic and Trade Engagement A new dawn in bilateral ties =

At a virtual summit between PM Narendra Modi and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, India and UAE unveiled a roadmap for expansion of ties

3. Trade and CEPA Outcomes — 'ABOUT THE DEAL A QUICK DEAL

* The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement _;g;;zﬂgﬁggg;;‘;gmgm Hogitition o fa
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“This agreement reflects the deep friendship, shared vision and trust between the two

uncerta | nt | es countries. | am sure this will usher in a new era in our economic relations and our business will

grow from $60 billion to $100 billion in the next five years." —NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

4. Infrastructure and Investment Collaboration

* The UAE has emerged as a major long-term investor in India’s
infrastructure.
ADIA’s investment in the National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and ongoing discussions on the
Dholera Special Investment Region reflect this commitment.
Planned projects include airports, ports, smart cities, rail
connectivity and energy infrastructure.




Cooperation in Emerging and Strategic Sectors

5. Energy and Nuclear Cooperation
* Building on the 2024 MoU on civil nuclear cooperation, both
countries are exploring partnershipsin large reactors, small LARGE, CONVENTIONAL REACTOR McronEAcTon
modular reactors, safety and operations.
With the UAE generating nearly a quarter of its electricity
from nuclear power, complementarities align well with
India’s clean energy ambitions.
A 10-year LNG supply agreement further strengthens energy
security.

6. Technology, Connectivity and Innovation THE ECONOMIC
* Collaboration now extends to artificial intelligence, space CORRIDOR Haifa

cooperation, supercomputing, data embassies and digital Al Haditha
trade corridors. -—-Se_a Route \ Riyadh
Initiatives such as Bharat Mart at Jebel Ali, the Bharat- — RailRoute Dubai/ Jebel Ali
Africa Setu, and the Virtual Trade Corridor aim to enhance I—‘

MSME exports and regional connectivity, |
complementing larger initiatives like the India-Middle East- - ﬂ

Europe Economic Corridor. ' Har§dh
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Issues surrounding the Governor's address

The issues surrounding Governors’ address
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Goverr's

Issues Surrounding the Governor’s Address to the
State Legislature

In recent years, several Opposition-ruled States
have witnessed constitutional friction regarding
the Governor’s address to the State legislature at
the commencement of the first session of the

year.

Instances of Governors deviating from
established conventions have raised important
constitutional and political questions about the
scope of the Governor’s role within India’s federal

framework.




Constitutional and Historical Context

1. Historical Evolution
The practice of the Governor addressing the legislature traces its origins to Section 63 of the Government
of India Act, 1935, which allowed the Governor to address the provincial legislature at his discretion.

However, after the introduction of provincial autonomy in 1937, the Governor’s speech was prepared in
consultation with the council of ministers.

During the Constituent Assembly debates, it was clearly understood that the Governor’s address would
reflect the policies of the elected government and not the personal views of the Governor.

2. Constitutional Provisions

e Article 175 empowers the Governor to address the State legislature at any time, though this is
discretionary and rarely used.

* Article 176 mandates the Governorto address the legislature at the commencement of the first session
after each general election and at the first session of every year.

e This address, prepared by the council of ministers, outlines the government’s achievements and policy
roadmap. The Constitution also provides for a ‘Motion of Thanks’, enabling legislative debate and
accountability.



Governor
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Contemporary Challenges

3. Deviations from Constitutional Practice

Recentincidents indicate a departure from settled
conventions.

Governors in States such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Karnataka have either skipped portions of the
address, refused to deliver it altogether, or substituted
it with personal remarks.

Such actions undermine the mandatory nature of
Article 176.

4. Implications for Federalism

Governors swear an oath under Article 159 to
preserve and defend the Constitution.

Selective reading or refusal to deliver the address
erodes constitutional morality, disrupts legislative
functioning and weakens cooperative federalism.
The increasing frequency of such actions highlights
the growing politicisation of the Governor’s office.

Tamil Nadu Governor R. N. Ravi
abruptly walked out of Legislative
Assembly as Chief Minister M. K.
Stalin, disapproved his selective
deviation from the approved text




India-EU Free trade Agreement

India, EU showing a fractured world
another way to engage: von der Leyen

India and Furope have made a clear choice.

strategic partnership. dialogue. and openness. savs European Commission President: Antonio Costa says

India and EU share responsibility to protect rules-based international order: the two leaders will be chief guests at the Republic Day celebrations

=

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and the Euro-
lpe.m Union are giving

a “fractured world™ an
alternative, said European
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen, even as
the EU trade co ssion-
er announced that negotia-
tions for a Free Trade
Agreement  (FTA)  are
“nearing conclusion™ at
the beginning of the EU de-
legation’s visit 10 Delhi.
While the FTA will be
watched most closely, in
terms of bilateral gains for
both countries, it is the
timning of the summit, amid
unprecedented transatlan-
tic tensions between the
EU and the United States
over territorial issues and
trade, that & most
significant.

“India and Europe have
made a clear choice... stra-
tegic  partnership,  dia-
logue, and openness.” she
said in a social media post.
We are showing a fractured
world that another way is
passible.” she

The EU chief arrived in
Delhi on Saturday, after a
tense week at the World
Economic Forum confe-
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar vwth European Counal President Antanio Costa and European
Commission President Ursua von der Leyen during a meeting in New Dethe an Sunday. s

rence at Davos, where ma-
ny European leaders
sparred with U.S. President
Donald Trump over his
claims on Greenland and
tarill threats. Prior 1o that,
the EU leadership was in
Paraguay 10 sign a major
EU-MERCOSUR FTA bet-
ween European and South
American countries.
Both the European
Commission President and
ounctl President Anto-
nio Costa were given a for-

mal guard of honour at the
Delhi airport on Sunday,
and External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar called on
them in the evening to set
the agenda for the next two
days of intensive India-EU
engagements, including at
the Republic Day parade
on Monday, and the EU-In-
dia Summit and a Business
summit on Toesday.

“India is a crucial partn-
et for the Together, we
share the capacity and res-

ponsibility 1o protect the
rules-based intermational
order,” Mr. Costa said.

Mr. Jaishankar also held
talks with his counterpart,
EU  Vice-President/High
Representative Kaja Kallas,
and described the “grow-
ing comfort and strong
convergences of the India-
European Union partner-
ship™ in a post on social
media. According to an EU
statement, the two sides
will adopt a joint EU-India

comprehensive  strategic
agenda during the visit, ad-
dressing security and de-
fence ties, trade, technolo-
gy parmerships  and
connectivity ssues.

They will also discuss
global issues, induding the
“importance of an eflective
multilateral system, a free
and prosperows Indo-Pacil-
ic region, Russias war
against Ukraine, [and) the
situation in the Middle Esst
(West Asia),” the statement
added.

The strategic agreement
is also significant as it will
come days after the US. is-
sued its latest Defense Stra-
tegy 2026, that considera-
bly downplays ties with
Europe and omits all men-
tion of India.

‘Nearing conclusion’
While the statememt did
not confirm the EU-India
FTA, that has been under
negotiation since 2007 and
re-launched in 2022, was
ready for signing on Tues-
day, it said that the deal
would boost biksteral trade
and investment and “drive
shared prosperity™.

“T'm conlident 10 say
we're nearing the conclu-
sion of our FTA pegotia-

tions. The cumukstion of
an intense past yei akd
Maros Sefcov

is his 10% mir

gagement with Commerce
Minister Piyush  Goyal,
who confirmed that the
FTA talks were “closer to a
fruitful outcome™.

According to repaorts,
the two sides have made
more progress in the last
few days on lowered tariffs
and unprecedented mar-
ket access to Indis for Eu-
ropean companies, and
technology  cooperation
and job opportunities for
Indians, despite issues ov-
er areas like agricultural
good, auto taridls, and envi-
ronmental taxes.

M. Costa and Ms. von
der Leyen will attend In-
dia's 77th Republic Day ce-
lebrations as chief guests
on Monday. They will also
awend an “At Home" re-
ception at the Rashirapati
Bhavan in the evening.
Their summit with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will take place on Tuesday,
followed by a business
event.

The EU s India’s bargest
trading partner in goods
with Dbilateral rade top-
ping 3136 billion kst year.

Context:

The relationship isin the news as European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
and European Council President Antonio
Costa serve as the chief guests for India’s
77th Republic Day, followed by the 16th
India-EU Summit to finalise a landmark Free

Trade Agreement (FTA) and a new Security
and Defence Partnership.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/

India and the EU — A Fit Partnership

e Afit partnership refers to the pragmatic
alignment between India and the EU as they
navigate a multipolar world where reliance on
traditional powers like the U.S., China, or Russia
is being reassessed.

It is a relationship of necessity and shared

strategic autonomy, focusing on creating a

resilient trade corridor, technological co- India - EU trade balance
. . Trade in goods
innovation, and a rules-based order that

1 1 Hiviti Trade deficit
respects sovereign domestic sensitivities. Bl

€45.7 billion €45.8 billion

EU exports EUimports
to India from India

Data for 2018.
ec.europa.eu/eurostat il



https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece

Current Trends in India-EU Trade

The EU is India’s largest trading partner in goods, with
bilateral trade reaching approximately US$136 billion in
2024-25. 1A
IN THE LAST 10 YEARS | %

Trade in services hit a record high of USS53 billion in 2023, T e
with Indian IT and professional services exports leading the

growth.

The EU is a leading foreign investor in India, with FDI stock
reaching €140 billion in 2023 and over 6,000 European

companies operating in India. X
Trade is shifting from traditional commodities to value-
added items like electronics, machinery, and specialty ' j
chemicals, reflecting India’s China Plus One strategy.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Bilateral merchandise trade has grown by 36% over the last 4
five years, outpacing India’s trade growth with the United '
States.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/china-plus-one-strategy/

Opportunities in India-EU Trade:

Elimination of the current 10% EU tariff would make Indian
garments highly competitive against rivals like Bangladesh
and Vietnam.

Europe’s lead in EV platforms combined with India’s low-cost
manufacturing can create a global supply chain for green
mobility.

India’s Pharmacy of the World status can meet Europe’s
growing demand for affordable generics and specialty
chemicals.

The new Security and Defence Partnership shifts the
relationship from buyer-seller to co-producers.

Regulatory harmonisation through the Trade and Technology
Council (TTC) will allow smoother flow of data and skilled
professionals.

THE INDIA-EU TRADE DEAL, CALLED
THE “MOTHER OF ALL DEALS,” WILL
800

SECTORS LIKETEXTILES,
GARMENTS, LEATHER, AND MARINE
PRODUCTS WILL BENEFIT

THESE GAINS COME WITHOUT INDIA
COMPROMISING ON AGRICULTURE
AND DAIRY SECTORS



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/08/06/unlocking-a-200-billion-opportunity-electric-vehicles-in-india-report/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/01/eu-india-trade-and-technology-council/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/01/eu-india-trade-and-technology-council/

Ashok chakra to Shubhanshu Shukla

Shubhanshu Shukla, who flew
to space, gets Ashok Chakra

NEW DELHI

O the eve of Repubilic Day,
Pregident Drowpadi Sus-
mu on Sundsy approved
the conferment of Gallan-
try and Distinguizhed Ser-
vice Awards on persennel
of the Indisn Army, the Iy
dian Mavy, and the Indian
Alr Force, recognising scis
ol exceplional courage in
operations amd sustained
distinguiahed qervice
acrasa key aperational and
commenand Appoinineents.
Group  Caplain Shul-
hanshu Shukla of the In-
dian Alr Force has been ho-
noured with the Ashok
Chakra, the nation’s higl-
est peacetime  gallantry
award. The honouwr folloas
his ground-breaking mis-
shon 1o the International
Space SLalion b June D025,
In the Chakra series of
gallantry awards, the Presi-
dent approved the confer-

Shubhanshu Shukla

ment of one Ashok Chakra,
three Kirtl Clakras, and 12
Shaurya Chakras, inchid-
Ing ame Shaurya Chakra
(pestiimons). The gallan-
try awards include one Bar
1o Sena Medal dGallantry)
and 44 Sena Medals {Gal-
lantry), of which five are
pestlmos., Addiviconally,
aix Mao Sena Medals (Gal-
lantry) were awarded 10
Mavy personnel and two
Vayu Sena Medals iGallan-
1) Lo Alr Foroe personned.

The President alsa ap-
proved a total of 300 milk

tary decorations (o Armed

Forces and otler Person-
nel. These include 30 Pa-
ram Vighisht Seva Medals,
four Uiram Yudh Seva Me-
dals, 56 AL Vishish Seva
Medals, nbve Yudh Seva
Medals, two Bars 1o Sern
Medals (Distinguished), 43
Sena  Medals  (Distin-
guished), eight Nad Sena
Medals  (Distinguished),
and 14 ¥ayu Sena Medals
{Distinguizhed).

Further, 135 Vishisht Se-
va Medals and 98 Mention-
in-Despatches  were  ap-
proved Tor personnel -
wilved in varous
agerations, including Op-
eration Rakshak, Opera-
thon Smow Leopard, Opers-
o Hifazar, Operation
Orchid, and  Opesation
Meghdoot, az well as pes-
cwe and casualty evacua-
thoay tasks, OF these, five
MEnLions are posthumoLs,
with 81 awards going o
personne of te Army.

Context

President Droupadi Murmu on Monday
(January 26, 2026) conferred India's

highest peacetime gallantry award,
Ashoka Chakra, to Group

Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, who
created history by becoming the first
Indian to set foot on the International
Space Station (ISS)




About Gallantry Awards

They have been instituted by the
Government of India to honour the acts of
bravery and sacrifice of the
officers/personnel of the Armed Forces,
other lawfully constituted Forces and
civilians.

These gallantry awards are announced
twice ayear - first on the occasion of the
Republic Day and then on the occasion of
the Independence Day.

Shubhanshu Shukla
awarded Ashoka Chakra

for daring space mission




Background

Three gallantry awards, namely Param Vir Chakra, Maha
Vir Chakra and Vir Chakra, were instituted by the
Government of India on 26th January, 1950.

Thereafter, the other three gallantry awards, i.e. the
Ashoka Chakra Class-I, the Ashoka Chakra Class-Il and
the Ashoka Chakra Class-Ill were instituted in 1952.

These awards were renamed Ashoka Chakra, Kirti
Chakra and Shaurya Chakra, respectively, in 1967.

Order of precedence

The order of precedence of these awards is the Param
Vir Chakra, the Ashoka Chakra, the Mahavir Chakra, the
Kirti Chakra, the Vir Chakra and the Shaurya Chakra.

All the gallantry awards may be awarded posthumously.

s Maha Vir Kirti Vir Shaurya
Chakra Chakra Chakra Chakra Chakra Chakra

Wartime
Gallantry ATards

A0 kg :
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Peacetime
Gallantry Award

1 l“.
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. Param Vir Chakra mvirum% Vir Chakra
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Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167
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