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Prelims Practice question for Today

Q. With reference to the Monroe Doctrine, 
consider the following statements:
1. It was proclaimed by the United States in the 

early 19th century.
2. It opposed further European colonization in the 

Americas.
3. It declared that the United States would not 

interfere in the internal affairs of European 
countries.

4. It led to the immediate withdrawal of European 
powers from their colonies in Latin America.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



India-UAE ties stability, substance, strategic 
union

India–UAE Relations: A Model of Stability and 
Strategic Convergence

• At a time of significant churn in global and regional 
geopolitics, India–United Arab Emirates (UAE) relations 
stand out for their remarkable stability, continuity and 
steady deepening. 

• The brief but substantive visit of UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (MbZ) to India in January 
2026 reaffirmed the robustness of this partnership. 

• The relationship has evolved into a genuinely 
comprehensive and future-oriented strategic partnership.



Deepening Strategic Partnership

1. Leadership-Level Continuity and Political Trust
• Since the signing of the Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership (2017), high-level engagements have 
sustained momentum. 

• The visits of the Crown Princes of Abu Dhabi and Dubai to 
India, at the Prime Minister’s personal invitation, highlight 
the active involvement of the next generation of Emirati 
leadership. 

• This continuity has lent durability and strategic depth to 
bilateral ties.

2. Defence and Security Cooperation
• The signing of a Letter of Intent towards a Strategic 

Defence Partnership during MbZ’s visit is timely, given 
evolving security dynamics in West Asia. 

• Both countries unequivocally condemned terrorism in all 
its forms and reiterated that no country should provide 
safe havens to terrorists. 



Expanding Economic and Trade Engagement

3. Trade and CEPA Outcomes
• The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA) has significantly boosted bilateral trade, which has 
grown by 37% since FY 2022–23. 

• India’s exports rose to $36 billion, while imports touched $64 
billion. 

• Leaders have set an ambitious but realistic target of $200 
billion in bilateral trade by 2032, strengthening economic 
interdependence and insulating India from global trade 
uncertainties.

4. Infrastructure and Investment Collaboration
• The UAE has emerged as a major long-term investor in India’s 

infrastructure. 
• ADIA’s investment in the National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and ongoing discussions on the 
Dholera Special Investment Region reflect this commitment. 

• Planned projects include airports, ports, smart cities, rail 
connectivity and energy infrastructure. 



Cooperation in Emerging and Strategic Sectors

5. Energy and Nuclear Cooperation
• Building on the 2024 MoU on civil nuclear cooperation, both 

countries are exploring partnerships in large reactors, small 
modular reactors, safety and operations.

• With the UAE generating nearly a quarter of its electricity 
from nuclear power, complementarities align well with 
India’s clean energy ambitions. 

• A 10-year LNG supply agreement further strengthens energy 
security.

6. Technology, Connectivity and Innovation
• Collaboration now extends to artificial intelligence, space 

cooperation, supercomputing, data embassies and digital 
trade corridors. 

• Initiatives such as Bharat Mart at Jebel Ali, the Bharat–
Africa Setu, and the Virtual Trade Corridor aim to enhance 
MSME exports and regional connectivity, 

• complementing larger initiatives like the India–Middle East–
Europe Economic Corridor.



Issues surrounding the Governor's address

Issues Surrounding the Governor’s Address to the 
State Legislature

• In recent years, several Opposition-ruled States 
have witnessed constitutional friction regarding 
the Governor’s address to the State legislature at 
the commencement of the first session of the 
year.

• Instances of Governors deviating from 
established conventions have raised important 
constitutional and political questions about the 
scope of the Governor’s role within India’s federal 
framework.



Constitutional and Historical Context

1. Historical Evolution
The practice of the Governor addressing the legislature traces its origins to Section 63 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, which allowed the Governor to address the provincial legislature at his discretion. 

However, after the introduction of provincial autonomy in 1937, the Governor’s speech was prepared in 
consultation with the council of ministers.

During the Constituent Assembly debates, it was clearly understood that the Governor’s address would 
reflect the policies of the elected government and not the personal views of the Governor.

2. Constitutional Provisions
• Article 175 empowers the Governor to address the State legislature at any time, though this is 

discretionary and rarely used.

• Article 176 mandates the Governor to address the legislature at the commencement of the first session 
after each general election and at the first session of every year.

• This address, prepared by the council of ministers, outlines the government’s achievements and policy 
roadmap. The Constitution also provides for a ‘Motion of Thanks’, enabling legislative debate and 
accountability.



Judicial Interpretation

The Supreme Court has consistently clarified 
the Governor’s role as a constitutional head:

• In Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab (1974), 
the Court held that the Governor must act on 
the aid and advice of the council of ministers.

• In Nabam Rebia vs Deputy Speaker (2016), 
the Court reiterated that the Governor’s 
address under Articles 175 and 176 must be 
delivered as advised by the elected 
government.



Contemporary Challenges

3. Deviations from Constitutional Practice
• Recent incidents indicate a departure from settled 

conventions. 
• Governors in States such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 

Karnataka have either skipped portions of the 
address, refused to deliver it altogether, or substituted 
it with personal remarks. 

• Such actions undermine the mandatory nature of 
Article 176.

4. Implications for Federalism
• Governors swear an oath under Article 159 to 

preserve and defend the Constitution. 
• Selective reading or refusal to deliver the address 

erodes constitutional morality, disrupts legislative 
functioning and weakens cooperative federalism. 

• The increasing frequency of such actions highlights 
the growing politicisation of the Governor’s office.



India-EU Free trade Agreement

Context:

• The relationship is in the news as European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
and European Council President António 
Costa serve as the chief guests for India’s 
77th Republic Day, followed by the 16th 
India-EU Summit to finalise a landmark Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) and a new Security 
and Defence Partnership.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-eu/


India and the EU — A Fit Partnership

• A fit partnership refers to the pragmatic 
alignment between India and the EU as they 
navigate a multipolar world where reliance on 
traditional powers like the U.S., China, or Russia 
is being reassessed.

• It is a relationship of necessity and shared 
strategic autonomy, focusing on creating a 
resilient trade corridor, technological co-
innovation, and a rules-based order that 
respects sovereign domestic sensitivities.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-and-the-eu-a-fit-partnership-in-a-divided-world/article70543777.ece


Current Trends in India-EU Trade

• The EU is India’s largest trading partner in goods, with 
bilateral trade reaching approximately US$136 billion in 
2024–25.

• Trade in services hit a record high of US$53 billion in 2023, 
with Indian IT and professional services exports leading the 
growth.

• The EU is a leading foreign investor in India, with FDI stock 
reaching €140 billion in 2023 and over 6,000 European 
companies operating in India.

• Trade is shifting from traditional commodities to value-
added items like electronics, machinery, and specialty 
chemicals, reflecting India’s China Plus One strategy.

• Bilateral merchandise trade has grown by 36% over the last 
five years, outpacing India’s trade growth with the United 
States.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/china-plus-one-strategy/


Opportunities in India-EU Trade:

• Elimination of the current 10% EU tariff would make Indian 
garments highly competitive against rivals like Bangladesh 
and Vietnam.

• Europe’s lead in EV platforms combined with India’s low-cost 
manufacturing can create a global supply chain for green 
mobility.

• India’s Pharmacy of the World status can meet Europe’s 
growing demand for affordable generics and specialty 
chemicals.

• The new Security and Defence Partnership shifts the 
relationship from buyer-seller to co-producers.

• Regulatory harmonisation through the Trade and Technology 
Council (TTC) will allow smoother flow of data and skilled 
professionals.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/08/06/unlocking-a-200-billion-opportunity-electric-vehicles-in-india-report/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/01/eu-india-trade-and-technology-council/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/01/eu-india-trade-and-technology-council/


Ashok chakra to Shubhanshu Shukla

Context

• President Droupadi Murmu on Monday 
(January 26, 2026) conferred India's 
highest peacetime gallantry award, 
Ashoka Chakra, to Group 
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, who 
created history by becoming the first 
Indian to set foot on the International 
Space Station (ISS)



About Gallantry Awards

• They have been instituted by the 
Government of India to honour the acts of 
bravery and sacrifice of the 
officers/personnel of the Armed Forces, 
other lawfully constituted Forces and 
civilians. 

• These gallantry awards are announced 
twice a year – first on the occasion of the 
Republic Day and then on the occasion of 
the Independence Day.



Background

• Three gallantry awards, namely Param Vir Chakra, Maha 
Vir Chakra and Vir Chakra, were instituted by the 
Government of India on 26th January, 1950. 

• Thereafter, the other three gallantry awards, i.e. the 
Ashoka Chakra Class-I, the Ashoka Chakra Class-II and 
the Ashoka Chakra Class-III were instituted in 1952. 

• These awards were renamed Ashoka Chakra, Kirti 
Chakra and Shaurya Chakra, respectively, in 1967. 

Order of precedence 
• The order of precedence of these awards is the Param 

Vir Chakra, the Ashoka Chakra, the Mahavir Chakra, the 
Kirti Chakra, the Vir Chakra and the Shaurya Chakra. 

• All the gallantry awards may be awarded posthumously.



Thank you
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