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What is the difference between Parole and

Furlough

Engineer Rashid gets custody
parole to attend Parliament

A Delhi court on Saturday granted custody parole
to jailed Lok Sabha MP Engineer Rashid to attend
the upcoming Budget Session of Parliament.
Custody parole entails a prisoner being escorted
by armed police personnel to his place of visit.
Additional Sessions Judge Prashant Sharma
passed the order granting Mr. Rashid permission
to attend the session that would begin on January
28. It is subject to conditions imposed earlier
regarding travel costs. en
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Sanjay Dutt
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home in
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KNOW YOUR Fs AND Ps

FURLOUGH

® A matter of right but not many
are aware of this. Usually granted
after one year in jail. Maximum

21 days a year

@ Granted periodically but can
be denied if there is sufficient
reason that it will go against
the interests of society

® Period of furlough is treated
gsvremission of sentence

@® No reasons have to be

- cited for granting furlough

® Purpose is to enable prisoner
to retain family association and
keep up ties with society and avoid
ill-effects of continuous prison life

PAROLE
® Not a matter of right

@ May be denied if the competent
authority is satisfied on valid
grounds that there is no sufficient
cause for granting parole or it is
against the interests of society

® Grant of parole does not disquamy‘

a prisoner from the right to furiough.
The grant of subsequent parole and
furlough are subject to police report
on the convict’s conduct

@ Period spent on parole is not
counted as remission of sentence.
Maximum 90 days a year

@ Reasons for granting parole have '

to be specified by jail authorities

Diffeence b/w Furlough and Parole

FURLOUGH

PAROLE

Itis a matter of right
of prisoners

its not aright and is.

granted on special
conditions

Long term
imprisonment

~ Shortterm
imprisonment

Sentence continue
with the period to
fm'loujh

—
Notincluded in

sentence period

Granted by DIG
of prisons

Granted by Divisional

Number is restricted

No limitation on the |
of times a convict
get parole




POWER OF PARDON

ARTICLE 72 the President
to grant pardons and to sus-
pend, remit or commute sen-
tences in all cases where the
punishment is by a Court
Martial or the punishment is
for an offence against a law
relating to a matter to which
the executive power of the
Union extends or in the case
of death sentence.

ARTICLE 161 aGovernor

can grant pardons, reprieves,
respites or remissions of pun-
ishment or to suspend, remit or

commute the sentence of a
person convicted of an offence
against any law relating to a
matter to which the executive
power of the State extends.

= The exercise of power by
President and governors
under Article 72 and Article
161 respectively can be
challenged before a constitu-
tional court on the ground of
arbitrariness, non-application
of mind, mala fide and non-
consideration of relevant
material,

Removes both the sentence
PARDON and the conviction.

Stay of the execution of a @ REPRIEVE

sentence

RESPITE Awarding a lesser sentence in
place of one originally awarded

Substitution of one form of

punishment for a lighter form. COMMUTATION

REMISSION @ Reducing the period of
sentence



What lies behind Trump's Greenland moves?

What lies behind Trump’s Greenland moves?

Why dioes the US want Greenland? Whiat has been the LS. President's recent rhetorde on the
Arctic territory? Is there a comedow i of sors o cariffs? On the security aspect. isn't Greenland

protected by MATO? Wht |s Greenland rich in besides reserves ofodl and nanaral gas?

Haravan Lakshman

The stary so far:
& President Danald Trump
mosated th
over the Arc

b I|u|n|:- e
for Greenland, vowing that I
Ia:rllEI.lulmurl..u: avery high hevel

tll.e\.‘u hite House proposed
Lr A COUEr |u-=||.'rh a

su,.,,;\e-sh'(l that II »
wuld be *mfmite”.

Gireenland is
primarily
coveted by
‘Trump for
its rich
natural
Tesourees
and

b Ee
||l|.|[|mL

Billian system whic
position LS. weapons in space.

Why dioes Greenland matter to the U8
Greenlan, weimarily coveted by the T
admingstrativn for two broad reasons: #s rich
1|.|||||.|I resources base and strategic location.
trategic kacation aspect is one that is
d by the Trump acdmirdstration

"-1:r|| Iuw 1o go 256
It's not something
alut af pe P|l' are going b do ar want i
do” This argum premised on IhL"I‘Iunlp
White House's claim that Russian and
mfuenee in the region is expanding
uteelli

s '.Iwn- current
ittle cloubs that G
nsicerable, and poasibly
al

secion, electn

autputs. Repart

comsidered io be

European Comemi

Greenland, including g
Thuss, while soen L 5.

that the Trump x i

that 25 |xf>l i mals
raw materials” by the
|n'-0e1|tm

security mberests in
energy and
fisheries, the true aticn for this quest likely
has far more to do with =

extrmction of natural resources than what public
Tamations suggest.

vt the latest agreement?
p-called *Frameaork of a future deal with
el

art an detadls, The only Bt known is the
g that M. Trungp had with NATO
Mark Rutte, and the latber's

E at
|o1||.|wc| upon the guestion of Danish
y over Greenland. Yet it is bard to
[ reemient that

s
Dﬂu. I hare been qu
X exactly this

What are thehl‘tl.ltler z
The Trum,

jI.I|:|ILIn| rulin
the It

e event of
usly consicler
mc\.ﬂlnlur\ ariff

firms conducting b
deeper T cancen for her coumries,
i g possibility
Washingtan inter
t anly Denmark and L'l'ne'am'la Tt
other countries 2 well.

What role should other nations pl:
The rules bassd international order
t the end of the frst decad
Howewer,

ghis in the pursait of
and srabegic interests.

Introduction

Greenland, an autonomous territory under
Danish sovereignty, has become an unexpected
flashpointin global geopolitics following
repeated claims by U.S. President Donald
Trump.

First raised during his initial term and revived
more forcefully in his second, Trump’s interest
in acquiring Greenland has raised serious
concerns about territorial sovereignty,
economic coercion, and the future of the rules-
based international order.



Trump’s Renewed Push for Greenland

1. Early Proposals and Diplomatic Fallout

* President Trump first suggested the idea of purchasing
Greenland during his first term, a proposal Denmark swiftly
rejected.

2. Escalation During the Second Term

* InJanuary 2025, Trump reasserted his demand for
Greenland, threatening Denmark with steep tariffs and
refusing to rule out military force.
By January 2026, the White House proposed tariffs of up to
25% on goods from eight European nations .

3 Retreat at Davos

* Facing potential legal challenges and European counter-
measures, Trump softened his stance at the World
Economic Forum in Davos.
He announced a vague “framework of a future deal” on
Greenland and the Arctic, suggesting prolonged
discussions without revealing concrete terms.
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Strategic Importance of Greenland

1.Arctic Security and Military Positioning

* Greenland occupies a crucial strategic location in the
Arctic, offering advantages in missile defence,
surveillance, and emerging shipping lanes.

The Trump administration has claimed that increasing

Russian and Chinese influence necessitates greater U.S.

control, though intelligence assessments have not
substantiated these claims.

2 Existing Security Arrangements

* Underthe 1951 U.S.-Denmark defence agreement, the
United States already has the right to expand its military
presence in Greenland during security emergencies.

During the Cold War, nearly 10,000 U.S. troops were
stationed there, compared to about 200 today, raising
questions about the need for sovereignty to ensure
security.

RED FLAG OVER
GREENLAND
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Economic and Resource Motivations CREENLAND
Greenland at a glance

Greenland, the world's largest island, is an autonomous territory of Denmark. It spans
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BRICS countries trade through Central Bank
digital currencies

What is RBI
nudging India — -
to do at BRICS? Central Bank Digital Currencies and Cross-Border

S Payments in BRICS

ciitiral hank cligital cummeicies:
sl penmmenis®

Recent mediareports suggest that the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is encouraging the Indian government to use
India’s BRICS chairmanship in 2026 to promote the use of
Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) for cross-border
payments among BRICS nations.

While this proposal has not been officially announced, it
signals India’s growing interest in leveraging digital
currencies to enhance transparency, efficiency, and
financial sovereignty in international transactions.




1. The RBI’s Proposal for BRICS

1.1 Using India’s BRICS Chairmanship

Accordingto reports, the RBI has written to the Ministry of
Finance suggesting that India use its 2026 BRICS presidency
to push for a shared CBDC-based payment system.

This system would cover not only the five founding BRICS
members—Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa—
but also newer members such as Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the
UAE, and Indonesia, with more countries likely to join in the
future.

1.2 A Multi-Nation Digital Payments Network

If implemented, such a framework would allow member
countries to settle cross-border trade directly using their
respective CBDCs, reducing dependence on existing

international payment systems dominated by the U.S. dollar.

CENTRAL

BANK DIGITAL | BUDGET

CURRENCY ¢

-

RBI to introduce Digital Rupee using Blockchain
and other technologies starting 2022-23

This will lead to more efficient and cheaper
currency management system

< It will also give boost to digital economy
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2. Understanding Central Bank Digital Currencies

2.1 What Are CBDCs?

CBDCs are legal tender issued by a central bank entirely
in digital form.

In India, the RBI has introduced the e-rupee on a limited
scale.

Unlike money held in bank accounts, CBDCs are stored
in digital wallets and act as an independent store of
value.

2.2 How CBDCs Differ from Other Digital Systems

While systems such as UPI transfer money between
bank accounts, CBDCs move directly from one digital
wallet to another.

Each transaction is recorded on a blockchain, which
functions as a secure, immutable digital ledger.

Unlike private cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, CBDCs
are centrally issued, regulated, and backed by the
central bank, with a fixed value equal to the national
currency.

Cuentral B

The Pilot of DigiRupee has done more
than 7,70,000 in transactions in

just Two months with more than 50,000 customers

&10,000 merchants.

1lr, Digital form of currency notes
Ut issued by a Central bank

% All transactional benefits of
= other __gf digital money -




3. Benefits of CBDCs for Cross-Border Payments

3.1 Transparency and Control

* Blockchain-based CBDCs offer high transparency, as transactions are permanently recorded and
cannot be altered.

* This makes them effective tools for tracking illicit financial flows, money laundering, and black
money—areas where cross-bordertransactions are particularly vulnerable.

3.2 Programmability and Efficiency

« CBDCs can be programmed for specific purposes, such as restrictions based on geography,
merchant type, expiry dates, or transaction categories.

 Additional details about payers and payees can also be embedded, enhancing regulatory oversight.

3.3 Geopolitical and Trade Advantages

« CBDCs could help India and other BRICS nations manage trade with countries like Iran and Russia,
which face restrictions under the U.S. dollar-based SWIFT system.

 While national currency settlements are currently used, they are limited in scope. CBDCs offer a
more sustainable and technologically robust alternative.



4. Risks and Challenges

4.1 Regulatory and Legal Complexity

 Coordinating legal and regulatory frameworks across
multiple countries will be time-consuming.
As a result, the benefits of a BRICS-wide CBDC
system may not materialise in the near term.

4.2 Potential U.S. Response

* A more immediateriskliesin possible U.S. retaliation.
President Donald Trump has previously threatened
additional tariffs on BRICS nations pursuing
alternatives to the U.S. dollar.

Moving towards CBDC-based trade could invite
further economic pressure, especially given existing
high tariffs on Indian exports.




New groups

GROUPI: AGM

yyar, Bihar, and Chisattisgarh

GROUWP II: Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, lharkhand,
Kamalaks, Kerals, andMP.

Tamil Nadu

GROUP IV: Telangana, Tripura,
Utearakhard, Uitar Pradesh,
] West Benga

Centrerevises cadre allocation
policy with new group structure
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Centre revises cadre allocation policy for All
India services

The UPSC Cadre Allocation Policy 2026 has been released
by the Department of Personnel & Training, under the
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, on
23rd January 2026 at the official portal.

The Central Government, after due consultation with the
State Governments, has revised the cadre allocation policy
for the All India Services.

Whatis UPSC Cadre Allocation Policy?

The UPSC Cadre Allocation Policy is a framework under
which candidates selected for All India Services are
assigned to a particular State Cadre or Joint Cadre. The
allocation is done after the final result of the UPSC Civil
Services Examination and before the commencement of
training.




Grouping of States/Cadres Under UPSC
Cadre Allocation Policy 2026

Under the UPSC Cadre Allocation Policy
2026, all State Cadres and Joint Cadres are
arranged in alphabetical order and

systematically divided into four distinct
groups.

This grouping helps in ensuring balanced
cadre distribution and smooth
implementation of the insider-outsider
principle.

Newgroups

GROUP I: AGMUT (Arunachal
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and UTs),
Andhra Pradesh, Assam-Megha-
laya, Bihar, and Chhattisgarh.

GROUP II: Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, and MP.

GROUP lll: Maharashtra, Ma-
nipur, Nagaland, Odisha,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, and
Tamil Nadu.

GROUP IV: Telangana, Tripura,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and West Bengal.

Earlier zones

ZONE-I: AGMUT, J&K, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Haryana

ZONE-II: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Odisha

ZONE-IIl: Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh

ZONE-IV: West Bengal, Sikkim,
Assam-Meghalaya, Manipur,
Tripura and Nagaland

ZONE-V: Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
andKerala




Allocation Against Insider Vacancies

Allocation against insider vacancies is done first and strictly in the order of merit, subject to availability
of vacancies and the candidate’s willingness to be allotted to their home State/Cadre. Separate
category-wise merit lists (UR/OBC/SC/ST) are prepared, and only willing candidates are considered for
insider allocation.

Insider allocation follows rank, category, and vacancy availability.

* Allocation is done in cycles of 25 based on the number of cadres.

* Only the highest-ranked candidate occupies a cycle; others move to the next cycle.
* Reserved category candidates are allotted using the same cycle-based method.

* PwBD candidates of the relevant category get priority during adjustments.

e Unfilled insider vacancies are converted into outsider vacancies and not carried forward.



Allocation Against Outsider Vacancies

Allocation against outsider vacancies is carried out after completing insider allocation and
follows a roster-based system to ensure balanced distribution across cadres. The process is
conducted in two stages: first for PwBD candidates and then for non-PwBD candidates.

Outsider allocation starts only after all insider vacancies are filled/adjusted.

PwBD candidates are considered first and may get allocation in a preferred cadre other than
their home cadre.

* [frequired, an additional vacancy can be created for PwBD candidates.
* Remaining vacancies are filled by non-PwBD candidates in order of merit.
* Allocation follows a group-wise rotational cycle (Group |, Group Il, Group Il and Group IV).

* |facandidate is allotted their home cadre as an outsider, an exchange with the next candidate
isdone.
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