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Is Asia-Pacific on track towards elimination 
of Malaria by 2030?

Why in the News?

• The World Malaria Report 
2025 presents mixed signals for 
the Asia-Pacific region, showing 
declining malaria cases alongside 
rising artemisinin resistance and 
shrinking global financing.

• Raising doubts over achieving the 2030 
malaria elimination target, particularly 
in high-burden and last-mile settings.



About Malaria 

Malaria is a life-threatening febrile illness caused by Plasmodium 
parasites, transmitted through the bites of infected female 
Anopheles mosquitoes. 

The disease is not contagious, but can be spread through infected 
blood or contaminated needles. 

The most dangerous species are Plasmodium 
falciparum and Plasmodium vivax. 

Symptoms and Risks 

• Symptoms appear 10–15 days after infection and include fever, 
chills, and headache. 

• Severe symptoms can include seizures, difficulty breathing, 
jaundice, dark urine, and death if untreated. 

• Partial immunity can develop in endemic regions, making 
diagnosis difficult in some patients.



REGIONAL PROGRESS AND POSITIVE TRENDS

• Asia-Pacific recorded a reduction from 9.6 million to 
8.9 million cases, driven by sustained interventions 
across ten malaria-endemic countries. 

• Pakistan, Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Vietnam reported 
major declines, with some achieving historic lows, 
reflecting effective surveillance and targeted control 
strategies. 

• Sri Lanka, China, and Timor-Leste demonstrate that 
malaria elimination is achievable through political 
commitment, system strengthening, and 
uninterrupted programme delivery. 

• The Greater Mekong Subregion’s containment of 
antimalarial resistance highlights the value 
of regional coordination and early warning systems.



INDIA’S ELIMINATION AMBITION: OPPORTUNITIES AND 
RISKS

• India aims for zero indigenous malaria cases by 2027, 
positioning itself ahead of the global 2030 elimination 
deadline. 

• Since 2015, India achieved steep reductions in cases 
and deaths, with multiple districts sustaining zero 
transmission for consecutive years. 

• .
• Recent data shows plateauing progress and localised 

rebounds, indicating India is off the ideal elimination 
trajectory. 

• Five States and the Northeast account for nearly 80% of 
malaria burden, necessitating sharply focused 
interventions. This concentration of challenges mirrors 
environmental hotspots that require targeted 
conservation efforts.



THREE SHIFTS REQUIRED FOR ELIMINATION

• India requires real-time, case-based surveillance, 
integrating private sector. 

• High-burden States need project-mode execution, 
while near-elimination regions must invest aggressively 
in resurgence prevention mechanisms. 

• Malaria elimination must be treated as a time-bound 
national mission, with clear accountability, financing 
continuity, and outcome monitoring. 

• Elimination success hinges on consistent last-mile 
delivery, not merely policy intent or aggregate funding 
commitments. 

• Health systems must synchronise surveillance, 
treatment, vector control, and migration tracking for 
rapid containment. 



BRICS India summit needs a green and 
resilient agenda

Context 

• The forthcoming BRICS Summit to be hosted by 
India offers a critical opportunity to align national 
priorities with the urgent needs of the Global 
South.

• With the successful organisation of the G-20 
Summit in 2023, India already has the 
infrastructure and diplomatic capacity required. 

•  The growing climate crisis and the need for 
enhanced resilience provide a unifying and 
strategic agenda, particularly for developing 
countries that are disproportionately affected by 
climate impacts.



The Global Context :A Leadership Vacuum in Climate 
Governance 

• Global multilateralism is under severe strain amid heightened 
geopolitical polarisation. 

• The United States, under the influence of Trump-era policies, has 
deprioritised climate action, promoted increased fossil fuel 
usage, and withdrawn from multiple international initiatives. 

• This retreat has weakened global momentum on sustainability, 
especially as the U.S. has distanced itself from climate forums 
and institutions central to collective action. 

• At the same time, European countries that previously positioned 
themselves as climate leaders are experiencing domestic fatigue 
and shifting their attention toward security and economic 
concerns.

• Within this context, BRICS has the potential to emerge as a 
stabilising platform capable of sustaining cooperation on climate 
action and development-oriented responses.



BRICS as a Platform for Collective Climate Action 

• While BRICS is often viewed with suspicion in 
Washington, India’s diplomatic strength lies in its 
ability to balance competing interests. 

• Its performance during the G-20 Summit demonstrated 
a capacity to navigate complex global geopolitics while 
preserving strategic autonomy through multi-
alignment. 

• A similar approach at the BRICS Summit can advance 
climate cooperation without undermining crucial 
bilateral relationships. 

• Climate impacts affect all BRICS countries, though in 
diverse ways. 

• These include risks to infrastructure, public health, 
ecosystems, and livelihoods across varied 
geographies. 



India’s Strategic and Geopolitical Opportunity 

• The expanded BRICS grouping now represents a 
significant share of the global population, economic 
output, and trade flows. 

• As chair, India is uniquely positioned to shape a collective 
agenda that prioritises climate resilience and inclusive 
growth. 

• Such leadership would reinforce India’s global standing 
while addressing the pressing vulnerabilities of developing 
nations. 

• Geopolitically, a strong BRICS-led climate initiative also 
serves to balance competing ambitions, particularly those 
of China, in shaping the global climate leadership 

• By advancing a development-centric green agenda that 
emphasises resilience and cooperation, India can ensure 
that climate action remains inclusive, equitable, and 
aligned with the long-term interests of the Global South.
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