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PM meets UAE President - $200 bn trade on
table

AL NAHYAN'S VISIT TO DELHI COMES IN BACKDROP OF GAZA BOARD OF PEACE

PM meets UAE President: Defence,
LNG, $200-bn trade target on table

Deeply touched
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of visiting Delhi,
says Modi
Shubhajit Ray

New Dethi, Januwary 19
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with UAE President Shesich Mohamed
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Selective targeting on

tariffs, says Jaishankar,
flags Poland minister’s
outreachto Paklstan

Shubhajit Roy

New Delhi, Janwary 19
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India-UAE Relations

Against the backdrop of escalating geopolitical tensionsin the
West Asia/Gulf region—including conflicts in Gaza, Yemen, and
unrestin Iran—India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
further deepened their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

During the brief visit of UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan (MBZ) to New Delhi, the two countries signed a
Letter of Intent (Lol) for a bilateral Strategic Defence Partnership.

Key Outcomes and Agreements

Strategic defence partnership: Letter of Intent signed to work
towards a framework agreement, which builds on regular
bilateral military exercises, and defence-industrial cooperation.

India clarified that the partnership is a natural evolution, not a
response to any specific conflict, and it does not imply Indian
military involvement in Gulf conflicts.

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi with the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the one to one meeting, in Abu Dhabi, UAE




Trade and economic cooperation: Target to double bilateral

trade to $200 billion by 2032, which stands at $100 billion (FY DISTRIBUTION OF INDIA'S
2024-25), due to momentum driven by India-UAE LNG IMPORTS IN 2024, BY
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA, COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
2022).

Energy cooperation: 10-year LNG Supply Agreement between
HPCL (Hindustan Petroleum Company Ltd) and ADNOC (Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company Gas) will allow the purchase of
0.5 MMPTA LNG by HPCL from ADNOC over 10 years starting
from 2028.

The agreement makes the UAE India’s second-largest LNG
supplier, reinforcing India’s energy security.

Source: Yes Securities

Civil nuclear cooperation: Exploration of partnership in large
nuclear reactors, Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), nuclear
safety, and operations and maintenance. This will be enabled
by India’s SHANTI Act (Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India).




Digital and financial cooperation: Proposal for
Digital/Data Embassies to protect sovereign data,
plan to interlink national payment platforms for
faster cross-border payments.

Support for initiatives like Bharat Mart, Virtual Trade
Corridor, and Bharat-Africa Setu.

Counter-terrorism and financial security:
Reaffirmed zero tolerance for terrorism, including
cross-border terrorism.

Commitment to cooperation under FATF counter-
terror financing, and anti-money laundering.
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Geopolitical Backdrop
West Asia churn:

Growing US-Israel-Iran tensions,

Saudi Arabia-UAE divergence over Yemen,

Enhanced Saudi—Pakistan defence cooperation (2025
defence pact), and Gaza conflictand US-led peace
initiatives (India being invited to the ‘Board of Peace for
Gaza’ by the US).

Significance of the visit: It signals India’s strategic
autonomy and balanced diplomacy in West Asia,
reinforcing India’s multi-alignment approach amid rivalries
among Gulf partners.

It highlights UAE’s importance as a key energy supplier,
investment partner and host of the Indian diaspora.

Peace Board Invite!

Donald Trump has formally
invited PM Mocdi to join proposed
Gaza peace board.

(Propgosed pant Sims 10 advance peace offorts in Gaxs.)




India - EU summit on Jan 27

India-EU summit onJan 27:FTA,
defence, mobility deals on table

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, January 19

WITH EUROPEAN leaders
scheduled mattend the Repub-
lic Day celebrations filloered by
the [ndia-EU leaders” Summit
next week, India and Europe
are likely to announce the con-
clusionofthe Free Trade agree-
ment, sealing of a security and
defence partnership pact and a
framework for mobility of In-
dianwarkers.

Sources said thatwith Buro-
pean Council President Anto-
nio Costa and European Com-
mission President Ursula von
der Leyen as the chief puests at
the Republic Day celebrations,
aminimal military contingent
from the EL featuring the mili-
tary staff flag and flags of Oper-
ations Atalanta and Aspides,
the naval operations of the
grouping, will feature at the
parade.

The EUl leaders will be ac-
companied by a 90-member
delegation that willinclude For-
eign and Security Policy chief
Kaja Kallas, Trade Commis-
sioner Maros Sefeovic and Di-

European Commission Prasident
Ursulavonder Leyen is one of the
chief guests at the Republic Day
celebrations. reurssrus

rectorGenerals handling trade,
energy and industrial policy.
During the summit on Janu-
ary 27 thetwosides are expected
to adopt & document to an-
nounce the conclusion of the
negotiations for FTA. Then the
agreement will go through the
legal vetting and scrutiny, fiol-
bowed by the ratification by the
EU Parliament. The European
Councilwill have tothen give its
nod, which will eventually lead
tothe trade deal being signed.
During the summit, India
and the EU are also expected to

announce a joint comprehen-
sive strategic vision that will gov-
em their relationship for 2036-
3k Sources said both sides are
still holding negotiations to
find common ground on con-
tentious issues like CBAM (Car-
bon Border Adjustment Mech-
anism), a framework for tariffs
on carbon-intensive products
such assteel and cement.

Anagreement hasalsobean
reached on wines and spirits
and there could be tariff-rate
quotas for the asutomobile sze-
T, sources said.

Sources said that both sides
are looking at narmowing differ-
ences on steel

The EU and India had first
launched negotiations for FTA
in 2007, before the talks were
suspended in 2013 due todiffer-
ences. The negotiations re-
sumed inJune 2022

The proposed Security and
Defence Partnership (SDP) will
facilitate deeper defence and se-
curitycooperation between the
terosides. The SDPwill bringin-
teroperebility inthe defence do-
main and open up avenues for
Indian firmsto participate in the

EL's SAFE (Security Action for
Europe) programme.

SAFE is the EU's Euro 150
billion financial instrument de-
signed toprovide financial sup-
port to member-states tospeed
up defence readiness.

At the summit. India and
the EU are alsoset to launch the
negotiations for & Security of In-
formation Agreement (S0IA]
which is expected tostrengthen
industrial defence cooperation
between the twosides.

The Mol on facilitating the
maobility of Indian workers to
Furope isexpected tobeanother
key outcome of the summit.

It will provide a framework
for advancing mobility initiat-
rves by EUV member states with
India, the sources sakd. France,
Germany and [taly are among
European nations that have mi-
gration and mobility partner-
ships with India. Sources said
that this isgoing to be a “histori-
cal moment” for both sides as
they are moving forward on the
strategic roadmap — that was
followed after lastyear's EL Col-
lege of Commissioners’ visit in
February, 2035,




INDIA-EU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

(European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have agreed to push for the
conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) within 2025.

The agreement, if finalized, would be the
largest of its kind globally, covering trade,
investment protection, and sectoral
cooperation.

Negotiations, stalled for eight years, resumed
Q\ 2021 and have since gained momentum.

SECURITY AND DEFENSE
COOPERATION o)

A

( The EU and India are exploring a
security and defense partnership
similar to EU’s collaborations with Japan
and South Korea.

Discussions cover joint efforts in
counterterrorism, maritime security,
cybersecurity, and defense industrial

cooperation.

India has shown interest in joining EU-led
defense projects under the Permanent
Structured Cooperation (PESCO)
framework.

i STRATEGIC CONTEXT

» The FTA aligns with broader \

geopolitical shifts, including concerns over
supply chain diversification and economic
security.

The EU is India’s largest trading partner,
with bilateral trade reaching $137.5 billion in
2023-24, reflecting a 90% growth over a
decade.

Talks include sensitive areas such as tariffs
on automobiles, alcohol, pharmaceuticals,
C textiles, as well as data security and vij

provisions.

INDIA-MIDDLE EAST-EUROPE

ECONOMIC CORRIDOR
&

Von der Leyen reaffirmed the EU’s
commitment to the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), a
connectivity initiative launched during
India’s G20 presidency in 2023.

The corridor aims to reduce trade transit
times by 40% and integrate rail, energy,
and digital networks.

It is envisioned as a “modern golden road”
to enhance economic integration across
\ regions.
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Tax cuts leave government little room for
welfare spending
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What US annexation of Greenland could
mean for NATO, Russia

What US annexation of Greenland could mean for NATO, Russia

US claims on
Greenland

Greenland Claim

An American military takeover of Greenland,

which increasingly looks possible, would
mbemnl byt I totomas P S S involve multiple contradictions.

een Hicks sadd ina briefng in
Alzska rihlesn Hicks sad inabriefmg ir

_ =i _ It would undermine U.S. commitments to
e sovereignty and international law, strain
S el o NATO unity, alarm Canada and Europe, and
' - hand Russia a propaganda victory in the
eirgaffanciarumente. Arctic.

oonducting point exercse
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NATO at Risk

Any American military move into Greenland would strike at the
heart of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

NATO'’s credibility rests on Article 5 — collective defence — which
assumes external aggression, not one member violating another’s
territorialintegrity.

A U.S. action against Denmark, which administers Greenland,
would create an unprecedented crisis the alliance was never
designed to handle.

Denmark’s Sacrifice and the Irony of Article 5

The contradiction is stark. Denmark was among the first to invoke
Article 5 after the 9/11 attacks, standing firmly with the United
States.

Danish troops fought alongside U.S. forces in Afghanistan,
suffering heavy losses.

A U.S. incursion into Greenland would nullify this shared history
and hollow out NATO’s moral foundation.

NORTH ATLANTIC
' TREATY
\ / ORGANIZATION

NATO
BASIC FACTS

Full Name: North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Founded: 4 April 1949 (Washington Treaty)
Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium

Members: 32 countries (latest: Swe de jond in 2024)
Officlal Languages: English & French

Secretary General, Jens Stoltenberg (a of 2025)

PURPOSE & KEY PRINCIPLES

+ Collective Defence: Article 5 - an attack against one member
is an attack against all.

* Deterrence & Security: Primarily a political and military alliance
for collective security.

* Consensus-based: Decisions are made unanimously

KECENT DEVELOPMENTS

* NATO's role reasserted due tolo Russia-Ukraine crisis (since
2014 Crimea annexation, escalated in 2022).

* Enhanced presence in Eastern Europe

+ Sweden and Finland moved from neutr ality to membership
(Finiand joined 2023, Sweden 2024)

KEY OPERATIONS

* Post-Cold War; Intervention in Kosovo (1999), Afghanistan
(ISAF. 2001-2014)

+ Maritime security, cyber defence, counter-terrorism, training
missions

e & o o o o




A Gift to Russia and China

Such a move would directly benefit Vladimir Putin, who
has long sought to fracture NATO unity and divert Western
focus from Ukraine.

Ironically, an action justified as countering Russian
influence in the Arctic would weaken the very alliance
designed to contain Moscow.

The Strategic Argument Falls Apart

Strategically, the move makes little sense.

The U.S. already has extensive rights in Greenland under a
1951 treaty and once operated 17 bases there, most of
which were voluntarily shut down by Washington itself.

These facilities could be reactivated without violating
sovereignty.




The Real Arctic Pressure Point

While Donald Trump has pointed to rising Russian and
Chinese activity in the Arctic, U.S. defence
assessments show the real pressure point lies near
Alaska, not Greenland.

Pentagon briefings and the 2024 Arctic Strategy
highlight infrastructure degradation and increased
China-Russia cooperation in waters off Alaska.

In effect, a Greenland misadventure would weaken
NATO, empower adversaries, distract from Ukraine,
and undermine U.S. credibility — all while addressing
the wrong Arctic problem in the wrong place.

CHINA SENDS
WARSHIPS TO AI.ASKA

Tensions with theUSare = o> =&
escalating as Beijing 4:”‘ gt
dispatched a task force near

the Aleutian Island chain

uUs exc[usive
economic zone

Us

RUSSIA
ALASKA

Nanchang 101
Task Group route

Nanchang 101
/‘/j Task Group being Us
Soya Strait monitored by
CHIN A August 24 US coast guard

Tsushima Strait
SROREE 2 PACIFIC

OCEAN .
1,000 miles




Canada’s Security Anxiety

* The country most alarmed by a potential annexation is
Canada.

U.S. control of Greenland would effectively hem Canada in,
intensifying security concerns.

* This has triggered a debate within Canada about revisiting
its non-nuclear stance, with experts urging the country to

confront difficult questions about national defence.

Nuclear Domino Effect

* Theimplications could extend far beyond North America.

* |fNATO were to fracture over Greenland, countries such as
Germany and Poland might reconsider nuclear options, as
could South Korea and Japan.

A Greenland takeover could thus spark awider nuclear
armsrace, reshaping global security in unpredictable ways.
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