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India-UAE Relations

• Against the backdrop of escalating geopolitical tensions in the 
West Asia/Gulf region—including conflicts in Gaza, Yemen, and 
unrest in Iran—India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have 
further deepened their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.  

• During the brief visit of UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan (MBZ) to New Delhi, the two countries signed a 
Letter of Intent (LoI) for a bilateral Strategic Defence Partnership. 

Key Outcomes and Agreements 

• Strategic defence partnership: Letter of Intent signed to work 
towards a framework agreement, which builds on regular 
bilateral military exercises, and defence-industrial cooperation. 

• India clarified that the partnership is a natural evolution, not a 
response to any specific conflict, and it does not imply Indian 
military involvement in Gulf conflicts.



• Trade and economic cooperation: Target to double bilateral 
trade to $200 billion by 2032, which stands at $100 billion (FY 
2024–25), due to momentum driven by India–UAE 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA, 
2022). 

• Energy cooperation: 10-year LNG Supply Agreement between 
HPCL (Hindustan Petroleum Company Ltd) and ADNOC (Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company Gas) will allow the purchase of 
0.5 MMPTA LNG by HPCL from ADNOC over 10 years starting 
from 2028. 

• The agreement makes the UAE India’s second–largest LNG 
supplier, reinforcing India’s energy security. 

• Civil nuclear cooperation: Exploration of partnership in large 
nuclear reactors, Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), nuclear 
safety, and operations and maintenance. This will be enabled 
by India’s SHANTI Act (Sustainable Harnessing and 
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India).



• Digital and financial cooperation: Proposal for 
Digital/Data Embassies to protect sovereign data, 
plan to interlink national payment platforms for 
faster cross-border payments. 

• Support for initiatives like Bharat Mart, Virtual Trade 
Corridor, and Bharat–Africa Setu. 

• Counter-terrorism and financial security: 
Reaffirmed zero tolerance for terrorism, including 
cross-border terrorism. 

• Commitment to cooperation under FATF counter-
terror financing, and anti-money laundering.



Geopolitical Backdrop

West Asia churn:

Growing US–Israel–Iran tensions,  
Saudi Arabia–UAE divergence over Yemen,  
Enhanced Saudi–Pakistan defence cooperation (2025 
defence pact), and  Gaza conflict and US-led peace 
initiatives (India being invited to the ‘Board of Peace for 
Gaza’ by the US). 

Significance of the visit: It signals India’s strategic 
autonomy and balanced diplomacy in West Asia, 
reinforcing India’s multi-alignment approach amid rivalries 
among Gulf partners. 

It highlights UAE’s importance as a key energy supplier, 
investment partner and host of the Indian diaspora.
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What US annexation of Greenland could 
mean for NATO, Russia

Greenland Claim 

• An American military takeover of Greenland, 
which increasingly looks possible, would 
involve multiple contradictions. 

• It would undermine U.S. commitments to 
sovereignty and international law, strain 
NATO unity, alarm Canada and Europe, and 
hand Russia a propaganda victory in the 
Arctic.



NATO at Risk

• Any American military move into Greenland would strike at the 
heart of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).  

• NATO’s credibility rests on Article 5 — collective defence — which 
assumes external aggression, not one member violating another’s 
territorial integrity.  

• A U.S. action against Denmark, which administers Greenland, 
would create an unprecedented crisis the alliance was never 
designed to handle. 

Denmark’s Sacrifice and the Irony of Article 5

• The contradiction is stark. Denmark was among the first to invoke 
Article 5 after the 9/11 attacks, standing firmly with the United 
States.  

• Danish troops fought alongside U.S. forces in Afghanistan, 
suffering heavy losses.  

• A U.S. incursion into Greenland would nullify this shared history 
and hollow out NATO’s moral foundation.



A Gift to Russia and China 

• Such a move would directly benefit Vladimir Putin, who 
has long sought to fracture NATO unity and divert Western 
focus from Ukraine.  

• Ironically, an action justified as countering Russian 
influence in the Arctic would weaken the very alliance 
designed to contain Moscow. 

The Strategic Argument Falls Apart 

• Strategically, the move makes little sense.  

• The U.S. already has extensive rights in Greenland under a 
1951 treaty and once operated 17 bases there, most of 
which were voluntarily shut down by Washington itself.  

• These facilities could be reactivated without violating 
sovereignty.



The Real Arctic Pressure Point 

• While Donald Trump has pointed to rising Russian and 
Chinese activity in the Arctic, U.S. defence 
assessments show the real pressure point lies near 
Alaska, not Greenland.  

• Pentagon briefings and the 2024 Arctic Strategy 
highlight infrastructure degradation and increased 
China–Russia cooperation in waters off Alaska. 

• In effect, a Greenland misadventure would weaken 
NATO, empower adversaries, distract from Ukraine, 
and undermine U.S. credibility — all while addressing 
the wrong Arctic problem in the wrong place.



Canada’s Security Anxiety 

• The country most alarmed by a potential annexation is 
Canada.  

• U.S. control of Greenland would effectively hem Canada in, 
intensifying security concerns.  

• This has triggered a debate within Canada about revisiting 
its non-nuclear stance, with experts urging the country to 
confront difficult questions about national defence. 

Nuclear Domino Effect 

• The implications could extend far beyond North America.  

• If NATO were to fracture over Greenland, countries such as 
Germany and Poland might reconsider nuclear options, as 
could South Korea and Japan.  

• A Greenland takeover could thus spark a wider nuclear 
arms race, reshaping global security in unpredictable ways.
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