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Justice Verma impeachment

SCrejects Justice
Varma’s challenge to
formation of House
Inquiry committee

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day rejected a petition by
Justice  Yashwant Varma
challenging the Lok Sabha
Speaker’s constitution of a
committes to inguire into a
muation for his removal, un-
derscoring that safeguards
for judges cannot paralyse
the removal process,

The court said accepting
the Allahabad High Court
judge’s interpretation of
the Judges (Inquiry} Act
would result in a "disabling
consequence”,  pushing
Members of Parliament
back to square one.

Justice Varma is facing
an inquiry for misheha-
viour after sacks of halt
burnt currency were alleg-
edly found at his official re-
sidential premises after a
hlaze on the night of March
M, 2025, He was then a
judge in the Delhi High

Jistice Yashwant Varma

Court. "Constitutional =a-
teguards tor judges cannot
come at the cost of paralys-
ing the removal process it-
self," a Bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and S.C.
Sharma ohserved in a 60-
page judgment.

A balance has to be
struck between the protec-
tion afforded to the judici-
ary and the effective func-
tioning of the mechanism
for remaowal of a judge trig-
gered by the peoples’ re-
presentatives, it said.

CONTINUVED ON
o PAGE 10

Justice Varma’s plea
against panel rejected

Lok Salbla Speaker Om Birla admimed the MPs
notbee of moton for the remsoval of Justice Varms
ot Auguar 12 last year, a day after the Deputy Rajya
Sabha Chairman had rejected a separate notboe by
the Members of his House.

The Deputy Chalrman had assumed the duties
of then Chalrman and Viee-President Jagdeep
Dihankhar, who resigned from office on July 21, the
very day both notices for remsoval were submired
Ly MPs: i thedr respective Houses.

I courr, Justbce Varma hed .1||;|J.ed that the
Speaker did wrong to “unilaterally™ constitute the
committes under the Judges (Inquiry) Act. Since
thee nothoes were given in the rwo Howses of Parlia-
ment on the same day, both Houses should have
admitted them. The Hggh Court judge said the
committee ought to have been formed by the Ra-
v Sabha Chalrman and the Lok Sabha Speaker
Joinely. He referred to the first provise of Section
323 of the Act in his favour.

The judge had contended that the proviso
should be read srietly. A loose inrerpretation
would pot only mar his reputation,, bur impact the
constimrbonal safeguards provided o the instiu-
tlon of judiciary, exposing judges to arbitrary o
biased remsoval motions by MPs,

Drisagreeing with Justioe Vanma's reasoning, Jus-
tice Darta, who authored the verdier, held the pro-
viso would apply only if notlees given on the same
day were admbmed in both Bouses. In the present
case, one Howse had rejected while the other had
admbtred the notice.

“There is nothing n the Inguiry Act 1o suggest
that rejectbon of a moton in one House would ren-
der the other House incompetent 1o proceed in ac-
cordance with law._. The interpretation advanced
by the petitiorer (] Varma) of refection of a noies
i one House resulting in the notlee automatbeally
failing n the other Houwse would entail conse-
quences of a most serlous natre. The Members
oot e ot o sqquiane one and the process has o
be inidated afresh in either House” Justice Dana
reasaned.

The court szid a House of Parliament cannot be
deprived of s auronomy becanse the other House
chose 1o refect the notice of motion. After all, the
Inquiry comimines's tagk was restricted to subenis-
shon of a repart. The ultimate decision of his remo-
val woubd lie with the MPs.

MID-MARCH 2025

Three-judge in-house
inquiry finds ‘strong
inferential evidence’
suggesting judge’s control
over funds

Fire personnel invetigating
blaze at Justice Varma’s
official Delhi residence
find sacks of partially
burnt currency
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Three-member statutory committee
convened to frame charges, examinewitnesses
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Members of Parliament
submit impeachment
notices against Justice Varma

5

SUPREME COURT
WRIT PETITION

Justice Varma challenges
in-house inquiry as
“parallel, extra-constitu-
tional” mechanism




REMOVAL OF JUDGES IN
THE HIGHER JUDICIARY

While the Constitution
does not use the term
“impeachment” for
judges, it is commonly
applied to the removal
process under

Article 124 (for
Supreme Court judges)
and Article 218 (for
High Court judges).

A judge can be
removed only by an
order of the President,
following an address
by both Houses of
Parliament supported
by the prescribed
special majority.

l
GROUNDS
FOR REMOVAL
Proved misbehaviour:
Corruption, abuse of power, or
conduct unbecoming of a judge.

Incapacity
Physical or mental inability to
discharge judicial duties.

BAS

IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS

A removal motion signed by 100 members (in case of Lok
Sabha) or 50 members (in case of Rajya Sabha) is to be
given to the Speaker/Chairman.

If the motion is admitted, then a three-member
committee to investigate into the charges is constituted.

If the committee finds the judge to be guilty of the
charges (misbehaviour or incapacity), the House in
which the motion was introduced, can take up the
consideration of the motion.

Special majority: Majority of total membership of
the House & majority of not less than two thirds
members present and voting.

Once, the House in which removal motion was
introduced passes it with special majority, it goes to the
second House which also has to pass it with a special
majority.

After the motion is passed, an address is presented to
the Presidenfor removal of the judge. The President
then passes an order removing the judge.




Anti defection law

Telangana Speaker dismisses pleas by
BRS seeking disqualification of 2 MLAS

HYDERABAD

Telangana Assembly
Speaker Gaddam Prasad
Kumar dismissed the dis-
qualification petitions filed
by the Bharat Rashtra Sa-
mithi (BRS) against two of
its legislators, Chevella
MLA Kale Yadaiah and
Banswada MLA Pocharam
Srinivas Reddy, who were
accused of having
switched allegiance to the
ruling Congress.

“1 have issued orders
dismissing the disqualifica-
tion petitions,” the Speak-
er said, according to offi-
cial sources.

Following the latest or-
ders, petitions against
three other MLAs -Kadi-
yam Srihari, Danam Na-
gendar, and M. Sanjay Ku-

Following the latest arders, petitions aganst three other legislators
remain pending before the Telangana Assembly Speaker. FILE PHOTO

mar - remain pending
before the Speaker.

The Speaker has so far
rejected the disqualifica-
tion pleas against seven of
the 10 BRS legislators fac-
ing allegations of defec-
tions under the anti-defec-
tion law. In December

2025, he had dismissed si-
milar petitions against five
BRS MLAs.

Earlier, the Speaker had
issued notices to 10 MLAs
named in the petitions al-
leging that they defected
to the Congress after the
2023 Assembly election.

The BRS approached
the Supreme Court alleg-
ing that the Speaker was
not initiating any action.
The top court, on Novem-
ber 17, 2025, issued a con-
tempt notice to the Speak-
er for not complying with
its directive to decide ex-
peditiously on the issue.

‘Mockery of Constitution”
BRS working president|
KT. Rama Rao accused se-
nior Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi and Chief Mi-
nister A. Revanth Reddy of]
backing defectors "with-
out shame™ and making a
mockery of the Constitu-
tion at every step.

He alleged that the pol-
itical pressure exerted by
the Congress has “corrupt-
ed” the Speaker’s institu-
tion in the State.

1. Anti-defection law:

» 52" amendment in 1985 inserted 10" schedule (anti-
defection law)

Grounds for disqualification are mentioned in Article 102(2)
& 191(2) for MP’s and MLA’s

1. Speaker or chairman
Party could be merged into
another (2/3 majority)

1. Elected member (gives up & voting)
2. Independent member 2.
3. Nominated member

Presiding Officer decides on the question of disqualification

Issue is — SC interpretation in G Vishwanathan judgment in
1996 case (unattached member)—=> Amar Singh(MP)

Disadvantages
= Members freedom gets affected

Advantages
= Stability and party discipline




'FINISH PROCEEDINGS IN 3 MTHS'

» SC sets three months as
the outer limit for Speakers
to conclude disqualification
proceedings against defectors

» Recommends that
Parliament should amend
Constitution to setup a
permanent tribunal to decide
cases. Tribunal can be headed
by retired SC judge or HC C)

» SC emphasises that
ensuring purity of
anti-defection law under

the 10th Schedule is vital to
democracy’s functioning

» SC decision came in a case
related to Manipur Congress
MLA T Shyam Kumar, who
switched to BJP and became
a minister after the party
formed govtin 2017

» A dozen pleas seeking
Shyam’s disqualification were
filed but Speaker sat over
them. SC asks Speaker to
decide in four weeks

To ensure loyalty
of members to
political party and |
its policies. |

A
£=3
To provide greater
political stability by
checking propensity ==p
of legislators to
change parties.

N\

&

Upholds the
will of

!
&

Need for
an Anti-
defection
law

To facilitate
democratic
realignment of

parties in legislature
by merger of parties,
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To prevent non-
developmental
expenditure
incurred on
irregular elections.



services

One lakh tribal healers as partners in health

Union govt. sets goal to formally
recognise one lakh tribal healers
as ‘partners in health services’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
aiming at “formally recog-
nising” one lakh tribal
healers as “partners in
strengthening health ser-
vices for tribal communi-
ties”, officials said at a ca-
pacity building event for
tribal healers held by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in
Hyderabad on Friday.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Tribal Affairs Minister
Jual Oram urged State go-
vernments to  explore
“market linkages and part-
nerships with FMCG and
pharmaceutical  compa-
nies” to generate job op-

portunities in the domain
of traditional medicine.

Mr. Oram said sessions
by experts from institutes
like AIMS, World Health
Organization, Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
{ICMRE), Health Ministry,
and AYUSH Ministry would
go a long way in “enhanc-
ing technical knowledge
and service delivery capac-
ities of tribal healers”.

MoU inked

At the event, the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with ICMR-Re-
gional Medical Research
Centre, Bhubaneswar, to
set up the first national tri-

bal health observatory,
which will be known as the
Bharat Tribal Health Ob-
servatory. “This collabora-
tion will institutionalise
tribe-disaggregated health
surveillance, implementa-
tion research, and re-
search-driven disease elim-
ination initiatives in tribal
districts with focus on ma-
laria, leprosy, and tubercu-
losis, addressing a long-
standing national gap in
tribal-specific health data,
analytics, and evidence-
based planning,” read a
statement from the Centre.

Over 400 healers from
Scheduled Tribe commun-
ities across the country at-
tended the event.

Tribal Health
\ Priority
. For Swasth India

Swasthya portal with innovative
practices, research briefs, case
studies & best practices

Pgdicated health cell

Promoting indigenous medicinal
knowledge and tribal healers

Action plan for prevention of
sickle cell disease

Funding to states for basic infrastructure
for sickle cell disease




Jan Aushadhi
Yojana

National Health
Mission

Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya
Yojana

PM National
Dialysis
Programme

Recent Government Initiatives to
Revamp Healthcare in India

Mission
Indradhanush

Ayushman
Bharat

National
Medical
Commission

Janani Shishu
Suraksha
Karyakram

I'.Conwaﬁveﬂolbdbesbetmalsoddmandsrs
Agricdbural
' labourer / 1000
Rural - BPL 453
(201112) 257
Anemia n I 685
women [ 553

Avaling | 26
health scheme B 119

Chid I 358
mortality rate |l 184

Infant N 621
mortality rate I 57

624
Dropaut (1-X) 474

L 589
Literacy rate
oy ate e 7759



Budget 2026-27 must keep growth momentum

Budget 2026-27 must keep the growth momentum

ndia faced global headwinds in 3025 bur

belied fears that America’s 502 tariffs would

hurt its economy. The resilience of the Indian
economy had a lot to do with the government’s
reformist measures. As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said recently, “2025 will be remembered as
a year when India treated reforms as a
continuous national mission.” Budger 2002627 can
give a fillip to the mission.

India needs wo strengthen the domestic levers
af growth. This can be done by prioritising
growth-enhancing productive capital expenditure
and social sector spending, while maintaining the
current fiscal consolidation glide path and
keeping debt risks contained.

Continue the focus on defence
First, the government should continue the foous
an defence, with higher expenditure on the
capex. The share of capital outlay in defence
should be enhanced to 30% from the budgetary
estimate for 202536 of 26.4%. The budgetary
allocation for the Defence Research and
Development Organisation should also be
increased by at least 310,000 crore. Defence
industrial corridoss in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil
Madu have made sirides in promoting defence
indigenisation and raising defence production.
The government should consider establishing an
eastern India defence industrial corridor.

Second, private enterprises have plaved a key
role in augmenting defence exports in recent
times, contributing nearly 65% of total defence
exports in 2024-25. There can be a further boost
by setting up a defence export promotion council
for enhanced coordination with armed services,
their foreign directorates, defence public sector
undertakings, private manufacturers, the
Ministry of External Affairs, Indian embassies, the
Ministry of Defence, and communicate with
foreign governments and buyers. This will also
help achieve the target of. e eXpis set at
£50,000 crore by 2028-29,

Third, & transition toward clean energy,
advanced manufecturing, electric mobility,

Lyt Wij

is Director General,

Federation of
Iredian Chambers
of Commerce &
Iredustry [FICCH)

The steps w
take must
include
strengthening
the domestic
levers of

growih, policy

certainty and
sOrtng oul
structural
bottlenecks

semiconductors and strategic technologies is
driving a demand for critical minerals. The
Mational Critical Mineral Mission (NCM),
approved in early 2025 provides a strong strategic
foundation to secure these materials. This can be
supplemented by a dedicated critical minerals
tailings recovery programmse under the BCMM,
with the purpose of treating tailings recovery. The
povernment should also consider offering
dedicated financing for this.

Fourth, exparts need a significant podicy thrus
in the current ghobal environment. The present
baudgetary allocation for the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products Scheme, at
around 18,233 crare needs to be raised
significantly to make the exports more
competitive.

Fifth, India has emerged a= the world's leading
huh for Global Capability Centres, but its rransfer
pricing (TP framework has yet o evalve. The
government may consider issuing clear guidance
om acceptable TP models for different categories.

Siath, to accelerate drone adoption, global
competitiveness, and exponts, the government
should consider caralysing scale through tangeted
financial support, including enhancing the
production linked incentive outlay from $120
crore 1o £1,000 crore and setting up a 1,000
crore drone research and development fund.

Finance credit and tax disputes

Seventh, deepening the corporate bond markets
is critical for diversification of finance credit
beyond the banking system. The government
could consider lowering the qualifving borrowing
threshold and include listed and unlisted
corporates to widen the isswer base and stimulate
bond supply, encourage large corporations to
diversify borrowings through market issuances,
increase investment caps fir msurance
companies beyond the current 25% limit and
revise the ‘Approved Investment’ threshold from
Adto Ad-, enabling prudent allocation into
high-qualiry bur lower-rated issuers. It could also
permit provident funds toinvest in

non-convertible debentures issued by
infrastructure investment trusts and real estate
investment trusts, enabling long-term capital to
support infrastructure ggregation vehicles.

Eighth, measures to address disputes
pendency need to be prioritised. The frs
appellate level in direct tax disputes, the office of
the Commissioner of Income Tax (Appeals) or
CITiA), is facing severe pendency. There is a need
to prioritise high-pitched assessments, cases with
complete submissions, cases covered by
jurisdictional High Court or Supreme Court
rulings, appeals older than five years, and matters
that are chronalogically the oldest. The need is a
dual-track disposal system: a fase-track for simple
or low-value matters and a detailed track for
complex or high-value matters. Also, around 40%
vacancies at the CIT{A) level need to be filled.

Ninth, newly incorporated companies {even
for ne'w companies formed by established
Authorised Economic Operator or
AED-accredited groups) are ineligible for
certification by the AEQ. Removing this
restriction for AEC-accredited groups will help
enhance trade efficiency and facilitate greater
trade.

Tenth, the reforms related o customs tariffs
introduced in the last Budget must continuwe.
Further reduction in the customs tariffs slabs can
help sereamline the duey structure, address the
issue of inverted duties and benefit trade. Impaort
duties should be calibrated across the value chain
to support domestic manufacturing
competitiveness and address the inverted duties.

Ensure competitiveness

Budget 2036-27 must focus on sustaining India’s
arowth momentum by deepening
competitiveness across sectors and strengthening
the domestic engines of expansion. By combining
fiscal prudence with unlocking growth potential
across industries, ensuring policy ceriainty and
addressing structural bottlenecks, the Budget can
crowd in private investment and enhance India‘s
ghobal competitiveness.

UNION BUDGET 2026-27:
KEY DATES & WHAT TO WATCH

(O THE TIMELINE

Jan 29, 2026: Economic Survey
2025-28 (to be) released

Feb 1, 2028 (Sunday): Union Budget
2028 (to be) presented

Feb 13, 2026: End of Phase | of
Budget Session

Mar 9 - Apr 2, 2026; Phase 2

of Parliament Session

B T R S

& ECONOMIC SURVEY

» Presented by
V Anantha Nageswaran,
Chief Economic Adviser

Acts as the macro
roadmap ahead
of Budget
announcements

Sets the tone on
growth, inflation,
fiscal math &
reforms

Jan 28, 2026: Budget Session begins

UNION BUDGET 2026

» To be presented by FM
Nirmala Sitharaman

» Her 9th consecutive Budget

> Budget to be presented on
Feb 1 despite being o Sunday

» Practice lollowed
consistently since 2017

BIG PICTURE

» Stable Budget date

» Gradual tax adjustments

» Focus on confidence,
predictability & retail
poarticipation




EU leaders to be chief guests at Republic day

function

EU leaders to be chief guests
at Republic Day function

Saurablh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Secretary Kajesh
Kumar Singh on Friday an-
nounced that European Un-
jom leaders Antonio Costa,
President of the European
Council, and Ursula von
der Leyven, President of the
European Commission, will
be the chief guests at India's
Fra Repuhlic Dy
celebrations.

In a briefing to pressper-
sons ahead of Republic Day,
he said that the 90-minute
Republic Day Parade on Ja-
nuary 26 along Kartavya
Path will be themed around
150 years of “Vande Mata-
ram’, a theme that will also
anchor the Beating the Be-
Lreat cersmaony.

In a symbolic move o
end “VIP culture”, the De-
fence Secretary announced
that enclosures at the Repu-
blic Day Parade will be
named after rivers of India,
while those at the Beating
Retreat ceremony will be
named after musical instru-
ments. Earlier, these were
referred to as VIP enclo-

Eurcpean Councl president
Anbonic Costa and Eurapean
Cammission president Ursuls
von der Leyen.

sures. The parade will fea-
ture several first-time mili-
tary showcases, including
the Bhairav Battalion, Shak-
tihaan regiments, Drone
Shakti, and a wuniversal
rocket launcher.

A major highlight will be
the phased battle array for-
mat of the Indian Army,
with commentary explain-
ing the operational roles of
formations and equipment.
The zerial component will
also be displayed in battle
array formation, he said.

For the first time, a Euro-
pean naval contingent will
also take part in the parade.

Mr. Singh further said

that the celebrations will
open with 100 cultural ar-
tists performing with In-
dian martial musical instrus-
ments.

Marching  contingents
will include the Bhairav
contingent in ‘Uncha Ka-
dam Taal” and the Ladakh
Scouts, while am animal
contingent comprising Zan-
skar ponies, Bactrian ca-
mels and dogs will reflect
India’s diverse operational
landscape.

A total of 18 marching
contingents and 13 bands
will participate in the pa-
rade. The flypast will show-
case Rafale, Su-30, P-BIL,
C-1540, C-295, MliG-20,
Apache, LCH, ALH and
Mi-7 aircraft and helicop-
ters in various formations.

‘Yande Mataram’ will be
the central focus of the ce-
lebrations, with tahleaus
from six States and depart-
ments highlighting  the
theme.

Paintings by artist Tejen-
dra Kumar Mitra illustrating
verses of “Vande Mataram'
will be displayed at Karta-
vya Path.

TIMELINE OF
INDIA-EU FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT (FTA)

India and the European Union
(EV) are aiming to conclude an

~' < FTA by December, 2025
Oct, 2006 Jun, 2007 to 2013
India and the EU 15 rounds of

recognize need for negotiations took place
a trade agreement
at the India-EU

Summit in Helsinki

| - -

2013 to 2021

Talks stalled due to
T h multiple unresolved issues
and mutual disagreements

Jul, 2022 - Jun, 2022

First round of European Commissioner for Economy
negotiations Q-_( and Productivity Valdis Dombrovskis
completed and Indian Commerce Minister Piyush

I Goyal relaunched EU-India negotiations




Oct, 2022 - Nov-Dec, 2022 - Feb, 2023

; EUROPEAN UNION COUNTRIES
Second round Third round Trade and
in Brussels in New Delhi Technology
Council (TTC) set

[ up to oversee

Jun, 2023 - Mar, 2023 ," Z?oqpue ;ra‘f,.l:r?‘m FINLAND
Fifth round Fourth round of ‘l". c(;mputing, g
in New Delhi trade negotiations biotech, security

concluded in and defence
Brussels

Oct, 2023 - Feb, 2024 -~ Jun, 2024 L‘ e
Sixth round Seventh round Eighth round < ) NETHER-

in Brussels in New Delhi in Brussels ~P=ULEC LANDS POLAND

w GERMANY

&c CZECH
{ »

Mar, 2025 - Feb, 2025 - - Sep, 2024 - = Iy

AUSTRIA
Tenth round European Commission Ninth round in :
in Brussels president v visits India. New Delhi

’ PM Modi and Leyen
decide to fast-track
= India-EU FTA

-

SLOVENIA

May, 2025 - Jul, 2025 - Sep, 2025

Eleventh round Twelfth round Thirteenth round in
in New Delhi in Brussels New Delhi (ongoing)




Nipah Virus cases detected in Bengal

Centre steps in as two Nipah cases detected in Bengal

Shrabana Chatterjee

KOLEATA

Two healthcare workers
suspected of being infected
by Nipah virus in Barasat
city in North 24 Parganas
dastrict of West Bengal are
undergoing treatment, affi-
cials said oo Monday. The
cases were detected 2t the
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Kalyani in Na-
dia district on Sunday
naght.

“Patients  are  under
treatment and  ohserva-
tion. Contact-tracing and
treatment plans have alrea-
dy been made,” Chaef Se-
cretary  Nandini Chakra-
barty said. Both patients
are employed at the hospi-
tal they are being treated
in. Officaks have not dis-
closed the name of the fa-
cility.

Ms. Chakrabocty urged
people to remam alert and
not to panic. She appealed
to people to avoid spread-
ing masinformation and fol-
low hygiene precautions.
The State government has

launched the helpline
numbers 033 23330180;
9874 T08858; and 9836
046212 far the public.

Health  Secretary Na-
rayan Swaroop Nigam was
present at the briehing beld
by Ms. Chakraborty, but
both declined to share de-
tails about the patients to
protect their pravacy.

State government offs-
cak saxl the two patients
had travelled to Purba
Bardhaman an  personal
work. Contact-tracing is,
therefore, being  dome
across Noeth 24 Parganas,
Purba Bardhaman, and Na-
dia districts. They sad the
patients had not travelled
outside West Bengal in the
recent past and that auth-
orities are in touch with
thear famabes.

Meanwhile, the Union
Health Miistry sad a na
tional joint outbreak res-
ponse team has been de-
ployed to support the State
Fovernment in  contain:
ment and public health
TESponse measures,

“Given the serious na

Officiaks have askod the public not

paric. Thay haree said tha

patients hinve not traveled cutside West Bangal rur snoto

ture of Nipah virus infec
tion, whach s a zoonotic
disease with hagh moetality
and potential for rapid
spread, the situation is be
ing handled with utmast
priority,” a semsor Heakh
Minastry official said. The
official added that the Mi-
nistry immediately con-
tacted the West Bengal go-
vernment upon receiving
the infarmation to review
the situation and ensure

swift and coordinated ac-
tan.

Centre promises help

Central guidelines on the
disease have been shared
with the State Integrated
Disease Survedllance Pro-
gramme (1DSP)L The Public
Heakh Emergency Opera-
tons Centre (PHEOC) at
the National Centre for Dis-
ease Comtrol (NCDC), Del-
ha, has been activated to

coordinate  the  ational
response.

Unson Health Minister
|.P. Nadda has written to
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Hanerjee promas-
ing full support from the
Centre. “He also spoke to
the Chaef Minaster over te-
lephone and reiterated the
Centre's commitment to
extend all necessary assis-
tance to the State in mar
naging the sStuation,” an
offscial source said.

The Centre said it is pro-
viding comprehensive
technical, logstcal anxd
operational support, in-
duding hboratory servic-
s, enhanced survedlance,
case management, infec
tion prevention and con-
trol measures, and expert
guidance. The State has
been advised to ensure
dase coordimation with
the deployed teams and to
carry out meticulous con-
tacttracing and contain-
ment measures.

Ms. Banetjee visited the
hospital late on Sunday
night, sources sasd.

Nipah virus is a bat-
bome disease. However,
Subarna Goswami, a se-
nior pubbc health special-
st with expertise in epide
mioclogy, said it can also
spread from pigs m certain
cases. He also added that
the incubation period was
between four and 4 days,
s0 all primary and secan-
dary contacts of patients
must be traced.

Dr. Goswami said the
State must publish a route
map of the two patients to
help in tracing the people
who may have come into
coatact with the two pa-
tients.

"Sometimes bats sit on
date palm trees which pro-
duce date sap that is con-
sumed by people across
West Bengal during winter.
Thas can be a source of in-
fection. It 1s advisable not
to have the raw sap, but
boiled sap and processed
Jaggery are not a peoblem,”
Dr. Goswani tald The Hin-
du.

(Wirtk inputs from Bindu
Shajan Pevappadan)

What is

Nipah virus?

NIPAH VIRUS (NIV) INFECTION IS A NEWLY EMERGING ZOONOSIS
THAT CAUSES SEVERE DISEASE IN BOTH ANIMALS AND HUMANS

NiV first identified

in 1998 during an

outbreak in Malaysia

PREVIOUS OUTBREAKS IN INDIA

Jan-Feb, 2001 Siliguri (WB)

Deaths: 45 @

HOWITIS
TRANSMITTED

ﬂﬁé
\ &

Through contact
with other NiV-
nfected people

-

/

By consuming
7 fruitseaten by

-

infectedbats
) and birds &

Fruit bats are
natural hosts
of NiV

Natural host: \

Fruit bats

-

B Ry

D, 2]
Sl l‘/

Transmission of NiVto humans

may occur after direct contact with

infected bats and pigs




HOW SEVERE
ISIT?

A disease-
causing virus
affecting both
animals &
humans

First broke T
out in Malaysia
and Singaporein | ‘ }
1998 and 1999

Has a mortality
ssmmsmmnmn [ate of
mEn [HEE

s /0%

SPREADS THROUGH

Fruit bats, human-
to-human transmission
also likely

(Source: WHO, news reports)

PREVIOUS OUTBREAKS

IN INDIA

1/

Deaths
Kozhikode,

Malappuram \hﬂ

(Kerala, 2018)

How does NIPAH spread? &

People or animals : People are in close
4 have contact with the | contact with a person
et bodily fluids (blood, : who has nipah virus,
% poop, pee or saliva) : usually while caring
o of an infected animal. l for them.

WB (2007)

1 case confirmed, 80+ people under observation People eat foods that have been Conta mi nated by

Ernakulum (Kerala, 2019)

SYMPTOMS

Fever
Headache

Coma

TREATMENT

Intensive
supportive care
for humans

an infected animal.

Drowsiness
Confusion 'E

Disorientation

i
w OY

VACCINATION Photas Pixabay
AVAILABLE
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Thank you

Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167



tel:+91%208178833167
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