


Topics for Today

• The Urban Future with cities as dynamic 
ecosystem.

• Linking NATGRID with NPR

• Circulatory system ailments caused most 
deaths in 2023.



Cities as dynamic ecosystem



• Urban development debates increasingly highlight that 
infrastructure-led growth alone is insufficient to create 
livable cities.

• Policy focus is shifting from hardware (roads, 
buildings, smart systems) to human-centric urban 
planning.

• Experts point to a growing disconnect between 
planned cities, aspirational cities, and lived urban 
realities.

• Ignoring social inclusion, community belonging, 
diversity weakens the effectiveness of urban policies.

• The issue has gained prominence amid discussions 
on sustainable, inclusive, and people-first city 
development.



The Invisible Tax of Exclusion

❑ Migration often carries an implicit demand for assimilation, captured in the idea of “when in Rome, do 
as the Romans do.”

❑ Language becomes the primary, non-negotiable gateway to urban integration and social acceptance.

❑ Linguistic exclusion directly converts into economic disadvantage.

❑ Migrants are often pushed into the informal economy, where exploitation is higher and social mobility 
is limited.

❑ Cities depend heavily on migrant labour, skills, and tax contributions, yet deny them equal access to 
opportunities, public services.

❑ A core flaw in urban planning lies in assuming a static, homogeneous urban population.

❑ Infrastructure and “smart city” designs cater primarily to established residents, rendering new 
residents invisible.



Structural Flaws in Urban Planning

A major limitation of Indian urbanisation is the assumption 
of a static and homogeneous population. Urban 
infrastructure is often designed for long-term residents, 
rendering migrants and informal settlers invisible.

• Nearly 34% of India’s urban population lives in slums 
(Economic Survey 2020).

• Lack of affordable rental housing forces migrants into 
informal settlements.

• Transport systems, public spaces and schools often fail to 
account for shifting demographics.

Moreover, urban governance structures lack adequate 
representation from migrant and marginalised communities. 
Municipal planning bodies frequently reflect elite interests, 
leading to policies that overlook lived realities.



Government Initiatives: Achievements and Gaps

India has launched ambitious urban missions such as:
• Smart Cities Mission
• AMRUT
• PMAY-Urban

While these programmes have improved infrastructure and 
housing availability, critics argue that they prioritise 
technological efficiency over social inclusion.

“Smartness” often benefits digitally literate and 
linguistically dominant groups.

However, reforms like the One Nation One Ration Card 
(ONORC) scheme have improved welfare portability for 
migrants, addressing exclusion to some extent.



Way Forward: Towards Inclusive and Empathetic 
Urbanism

For sustainable urbanisation, India must adopt a 
people-centric and adaptive approach:
1. Multilingual public services to ensure equitable 

access.
2. Cultural sensitisation training for frontline urban 

staff.
3. Inclusive governance, with migrant representation 

in local bodies.
4. Recognition of cities as dynamic ecosystems, not 

rigid master plans.

Innovative practices such as migrant facilitation 
centres in Kerala and worker hostels in Odisha and 
Tamil Nadu offer scalable models.



Intel grid linked to NPR

Linking NATGRID with NPR: Implications for Internal 
Security and Governance

The National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) is a secure 
intelligence-sharing platform that enables real-time access 
to data from government and private databases for law 
enforcement and security agencies. 

Recently, NATGRID has been linked to the National 
Population Register (NPR), which contains family-wise 
demographic details of nearly 119 crore residents. 

This development marks a significant shift in India’s internal 
security architecture, enhancing data-driven policing while 
also raising governance and privacy concerns.



NATGRID: Objectives and Evolution

• NATGRID was conceptualised in 2009 after the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks, highlighting the need for 
seamless intelligence coordination.

• It became operational in 2023 and is accessible only to 
authorised security agencies.

•
According to government data, NATGRID processes 
around 45,000 requests per month, reflecting its 
growing use by Central and State agencies. 

• The Union Home Ministry has actively encouraged State 
police forces to integrate NATGRID into routine criminal 
investigations.



Integration with NPR and Technological Upgrades

• The linkage with NPR allows investigators to access family-level information of suspects, 
enhancing contextual intelligence. 

• The NPR data was first collected in 2010–11 and last updated in 2015 through door-to-door 
enumeration. 

• Although the Census 2027 has been approved with an outlay of ₹11,718 crore, no separate 
allocation has been made for updating the NPR, and no decision has been taken on its 
updation.

A major technological upgrade is “Gandiva”, an advanced NATGRID tool that supports:
• Multi-source data collection
• Facial recognition
• Entity resolution

For instance, if a suspect’s image is available, Gandiva can match it with telecom KYC, driving 
licence or vehicle registration databases, significantly reducing investigation time.



Strengthening Counter-Terrorism and Organised Crime Control

• The Ministry has informed Parliament that an Organised Crime Network Database is being 
developed on NATGRID’s platform to enable secure data-sharing between the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) and State Anti-Terror Squads (ATS). 

• This enhances inter-agency coordination in tackling terrorism, organised crime and money 
laundering.

Concerns and Governance Challenges

The NPR is the first step towards the National Register of Citizens (NRC), making the linkage 
politically and socially sensitive. Concerns relate to:
• Data privacy and misuse
• Lack of a comprehensive data protection framework
• Potential exclusion and profiling risks

Balancing national security with constitutional safeguards under Articles 14 and 21 remains 
crucial.



Circulatory system ailment caused most 
deaths in 2023

Rising Burden of Circulatory System Diseases in India: 
Insights from RGI Report 2023

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) have emerged as the 
leading public health challenge in India. 

According to the “Annual Report on Medical Certification 
of Cause of Death, 2023” released by the Office of the 
Registrar-General of India (RGI), diseases of the 
circulatory system remained the leading cause of 
medically certified deaths in India. 

This highlights a significant epidemiological transition from 
communicable to lifestyle-related diseases.





Key Findings of the RGI Report

• The report reveals that 36.4% of all medically certified 
deaths in 2023 were due to diseases of the circulatory 
system. 

• Although this figure is four percentage points lower 
than in 2022, when it exceeded 40%, cardiovascular 
diseases continue to dominate India’s mortality profile.

• However, medical certification remains limited. 

• Only 22% of all registered deaths in the Civil 
Registration System (CRS) were medically certified in 
2023, a slight decline of 0.3 percentage points from 
2022, raising concerns about data completeness and 
reliability.



Age-wise Trends and Emerging Concerns

The burden of circulatory diseases is highest among 
individuals aged above 70 years, followed by the 55–64 age 
group. 

Alarmingly, the report notes that from 15 years of age 
onwards, diseases of the circulatory system are the leading 
cause of medically certified deaths, indicating early onset 
of cardiovascular risk.

This aligns with findings from academic studies citing Indian 
Heart Association data, which suggest that nearly 50% of 
heart attacks in Indian men occur below the age of 50.

Factors such as sedentary lifestyles, unhealthy diets, stress, 
tobacco use and rising obesity contribute significantly to 
this trend.
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