


Topics for Today

• VB- G RAM G Act 2025 fixs structural gaps

• ISRO's heaviest launch LVM 3

• Decline in Maternal mortality in India.

• India's first anti-terror policy soon.



VB- G RAM G Act 2025 fixs structural gaps

Viksit Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) Act, 2025

• The Viksit Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025 marks a significant reform of 
India’s statutory rural employment framework. 

• While critics argue that the Act weakens decentralisation 
and dilutes demand-based employment, a closer 
examination reveals that these claims stem from a 
conceptual misreading. 

• The Act seeks to integrate welfare and development into 
a single, reinforcing continuum rather than treating them 
as competing choices.



Strengthening the Legal Right to Employment

• Expansion of entitlement: Statutory wage employment 
guarantee enhanced from 100 days to 125 days, 
strengthening livelihood security.

• Justiciable and enforceable right retained: The legal 
character of the employment guarantee remains intact.

• Procedural reforms: Earlier procedural dis-entitlement 
clauses that nullified unemployment allowance in 
practice have been removed.

• Improved grievance redressal: Time-bound grievance 
redress mechanisms have been reinforced to bridge the 
gap between statutory promise and lived reality.

Example: Earlier, delayed work allocation often denied 
unemployment allowance. The new Act directly addresses 
this enforcement deficit.



Demand-Based Employment with Advance Planning

• Demand continues to originate from workers, 
preserving the core rights-based nature of the 
scheme.

• Shift from reactive to anticipatory governance: 
Participatory village-level planning ensures availability 
of work when demanded.

• Planning operationalises demand rather than 
suppressing it by reducing administrative 
unpreparedness.

Example: Advance shelf of works prevents denial of 
employment during drought or migration spikes.



Decentralisation with Institutionalised Coherence

• Gram Panchayats remain the primary planning and implementing authorities.
• Gram Sabhas retain approval powers over local plans.
• Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans are aggregated at block, district, State, and national levels to 

ensure coordination and convergence—not centralisation.
• What is centralised is coherence, while decision-making authority remains local.

Fiscal Commitment and Cooperative Federalism

• Increased allocations: Central share rises from ₹86,000 crore to nearly ₹95,000 crore.

• Established funding pattern retained: 60:40 Centre–State ratio; 90:10 for Northeastern, 
Himalayan States and J&K.

• Rule-based normative allocation ensures equity across States.

• Flexibility for States: Provision for special relaxations during disasters, including expansion of 
works and employment days.



Evidence of Improved Delivery and Equity

• Budget allocation increased from ₹33,000 crore (2013–
14) to ₹86,000 crore (2024–25).

• Women’s participation increased from 48% to 56.73%.
• 99% Aadhaar-linked payments and timely fund transfer 

orders indicate reduced leakages.

Addressing Structural Weaknesses of the Past

• Implementation experience revealed issues such as 
episodic employment, weak unemployment allowance 
enforcement, fragmented asset creation, and ghost 
entries—especially visible during droughts and COVID-
19. 

• The new Act directly corrects these shortcomings 
through convergence, digital governance, and saturation-
based delivery.



    ISRO's heaviest launch LVM 3

BlueBird Block-2 Mission and LVM-3:

• The launch of BlueBird Block-2, ISRO’s 
heaviest-ever satellite weighing nearly 6,100 
kg, aboard the LVM-3 rocket, marks a significant 
leap in India’s space programme. 

• Beyond being a record-setting payload, the 
mission demonstrates India’s growing capability 
in heavy-lift launches, commercial satellite 
deployment, advanced propulsion 
technologies, and future human spaceflight 
preparedness.



Key Technical Features of the Mission

1. Heaviest Payload and LEO Deployment

• The satellite was injected into a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) 
of around 520 km, just over 15 minutes after lift-off.

• LEO typically lies below 1,000 km, offering advantages 
such as lower latency and stronger signal strength 
compared to geosynchronous orbits.

• At 6,100 kg, BlueBird Block-2 surpasses ISRO’s earlier 
heaviest LEO payloads, such as the OneWeb satellite 
clusters (~5,700 kg).



2. Direct-to-Mobile Communication Technology

• Designed by AST SpaceMobile (USA), the satellite is part 
of a constellation enabling direct satellite-to-
smartphone connectivity.

• Unlike conventional satellites that rely on ground relay 
stations, this system communicates directly with 
standard mobile phones.

• It supports 4G and 5G voice calls, video calls, 
messaging, streaming, and data services, enabling 
connectivity “anytime, anywhere,” especially in remote 
and disaster-prone areas.



Strategic and Commercial Significance

1. Strengthening India’s Commercial Launch Market

• This is the third commercial LVM-3 mission, after the OneWeb launches in 2022 and 2023.

• India emerged as a preferred launch partner due to:
• Russia’s withdrawal from commercial launches following the Ukraine conflict.
• The retirement of ESA’s Ariane-5 launcher.
• LVM-3 competes with SpaceX’s Falcon-9 and ESA’s Ariane-6, offering a reliable and lower-cost 

alternative.

2. Demonstration of Rapid Launch Capability

• The launch follows the CMS-03 communication satellite mission on November 2, marking the 
shortest gap between two LVM-3 launches.

• It is only the second time after 2023 that ISRO has launched two LVM-3 missions in a single 
year, showcasing improved manufacturing efficiency, mission integration, and readiness.



    Decline in Maternal mortality in India.

Declining Maternal Mortality in India: Role of Institutional 
Deliveries

• India has made significant progress in reducing its 
Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), primarily driven by the 
sharp rise in institutional deliveries. 

• According to the Union Health Minister, institutional 
delivery rates have increased to 89%, resulting in a 
substantial reduction in maternal deaths during 
childbirth. 

• This reflects the success of systemic healthcare reforms 
and targeted maternal health interventions.



Key Factors Contributing to Increased Institutional 
Deliveries

1. Expansion of Healthcare Infrastructure
• Number of medical colleges increased from 387 (2014) 

to 821 (2024).
• Establishment of medical colleges in tribal and 

backward districts such as Dhar and Betul (Madhya 
Pradesh).

• Introduction of Public–Private Partnership (PPP) model 
to expand medical education and healthcare access.

2. Strengthening Primary Healthcare
• Operationalisation of 1.81 lakh Ayushman Arogya 

Mandirs (Health and Wellness Centres).
• These centres provide:
• Antenatal and postnatal care
• Referral services
• Early risk detection





3. Financial Protection and Service Delivery
• Ayushman Bharat – PM Jan Arogya Yojana reduces out-

of-pocket expenditure.
• Encourages institutional care by making services 

affordable for vulnerable groups, especially women.

4. Focus on Maternal and Child Health
• Universal immunisation covering 12 vaccines protects 

newborns and mothers.
• Integration of maternal care with child health services 

ensures continuity of care.

 Impact on Maternal Mortality Rate
• Higher institutional delivery rate (89%) directly correlates 

with:
• Timely emergency obstetric care
• Reduced maternal deaths during delivery
• Demonstrates a preventive and promotive health 

approach, rather than curative alone.



India's first anti-terror policy soon

India’s First National Counter Terrorism Policy: 
Need, Focus Areas and Way Forward

• The Union Government is finalising India’s first 
National Counter Terrorism Policy and Strategy, 
aimed at providing a uniform template for States 
to prevent, combat and respond to terror attacks. 

• Announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, 
the policy reflects India’s evolving threat landscape 
marked by digital radicalisation, cross-border 
vulnerabilities and foreign-funded networks.



Key Drivers Behind the Policy

• Rising complexity of terror threats: Shift from physical camps to online radicalisation.
• Federal coordination gaps: States have varied counter-terror capacities.
• Recent incidents:
• April 22 Pahalgam terror attack highlighted intelligence and response gaps.
• November 10 car-borne suicide attack near Red Fort showed the role of online radicalisation.

Major Focus Areas of the Policy

1. Digital Radicalisation
• Terror groups increasingly exploit social media, encrypted platforms and online propaganda.
• NIA interrogation revealed doctors radicalised online, underscoring educated youth 

vulnerability.
• Example: Foreign-funded religious centre in Canada with alleged ISI links radicalising Indian 

youth.
• Policy focus:
• Training police at thana level for early detection.
• Strengthening cyber surveillance and counter-narratives.



2. Misuse of Open Borders
• India–Nepal open border flagged as a major vulnerability.
• Example: Khalistani operatives entering India via Nepal after discarding foreign 

passports.
• Policy emphasis on:
• Enhanced border intelligence.
• Coordination among U.P., Bihar, Punjab and central agencies.

3. Foreign-Funded Conversion Networks
• Identified as a tool for long-term ideological radicalisation.
• Example: NIA and State police briefings flagged conversion rackets funded by foreign 

entities.
• Focus on financial tracking and intelligence-sharing.

4. Technology-Driven Threats
• Aadhaar spoofing, arms and drug trafficking linked to terror financing.
• Use of National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) to integrate 21 databases for real-time 

intelligence access.
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