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FIRST ANTI-TERROR POLICY
FOR INDIA SOON



* VB- G RAMG Act 2025 fixs structural gaps

* ISRO's heaviest launch LVM 3
* Decline in Maternal mortality in India.

* India's first anti-terror policy soon.
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Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act, 2025

The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025 marks a significant reform of
India’s statutory rural employment framework.

While critics argue that the Act weakens decentralisation
and dilutes demand-based employment, a closer
examination reveals that these claims stem from a
conceptual misreading.

The Act seeks to integrate welfare and developmentinto

a single, reinforcing continuum rather than treating them
as competing choices.




Strengthening the Legal Right to Employment

Expansion of entitlement: Statutory wage employment
guarantee enhanced from 100 days to 125 days,
strengthening livelihood security.

Justiciable and enforceable right retained: The legal iy w— MGNREGA:
character of the employment guarantee remains intact. & - Basic Features

100 days' wage employment assurance

Procedural reforms: Earlier procedural dis-entitlement Unemployment allowance if work not provided
clauses that nullified unemployment allowance in Afixed timeline for payment of wages, compensation

practice have been removed. farcalayac Remenis

= Transparency & Accountability

W ages to be credited to Bank/ Post office accounts

Improved grievance redressal: Time-bound grievance
redress mechanisms have been reinforced to bridge the
gap between statutory promise and lived reality.

Example: Earlier, delayed work allocation often denied
unemployment allowance. The new Act directly addresses
this enforcement deficit.




Demand-Based Employment with Advance Planning

Demand continues to originate from workers,
preserving the core rights-based nature of the
scheme.

Shift from reactive to anticipatory governance:
Participatory village-level planning ensures availability
of work when demanded.

Planning operationalises demand rather than
suppressing it by reducing administrative
unpreparedness.

Example: Advance shelf of works prevents denial of
employment during drought or migration spikes.

Points of dlfference

Number of work days

MGNREGA
100

. VBGRam G

125

Funding

100%
by Centre

60:40 share of
costs between
Centre & most states

Availability

Round the
year

Stops during
farming season

Managing body

Rural
development
ministry

Central Gramin
Rozgar Guarantee
Council .-




Decentralisation with Institutionalised Coherence
Gram Panchayats remain the primary planning and implementing authorities.
Gram Sabhas retain approval powers over local plans.
Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans are aggregated at block, district, State, and national levels to

ensure coordination and convergence—not centralisation.
What is centralised is coherence, while decision-making authority remains local.

Fiscal Commitment and Cooperative Federalism
Increased allocations: Central share rises from 86,000 crore to nearly 95,000 crore.

Established funding pattern retained: 60:40 Centre-State ratio; 90:10 for Northeastern,
Himalayan States and J&K.

Rule-based normative allocation ensures equity across States.

Flexibility for States: Provision for special relaxations during disasters, including expansion of
works and employment days.




Evidence of Improved Delivery and Equity

VB-G RAM G REPLACES MGNREGA
WHAT CHANGES?

Budget allocation increased from X33,000 crore (2013-

14) t0 86,000 crore (2024-25).
Women’s participation increased from 48% to 56.73%.

99% Aadhaar-linked payments and timely fund transfer
orders indicate reduced leakages.

Addressing Structural Weaknesses of the Past

Implementation experience revealed issues such as
episodic employment, weak unemployment allowance
enforcement, fragmented asset creation, and ghost
entries—especially visible during droughts and COVID-
19.

The new Act directly corrects these shortcomings
through convergence, digital governance, and saturation-
based delivery.

MGNREGA

© 100 wage employment
days

© Work scattered across
categories;
no robust national
strategy

© Centre bears unskilled
wage costs; states bear
unemployment
allowance

© No explicit statutory
“pause window"

© Wage payment
within a stipulated
time window

© Gram Panchayat
planning is central

TO!1

VB-G RAM G

o 125 wage employment
days

€ Localised planning;
mandates Viksit Gram
Panchayat Plans

€ State cost-sharing for
wages; 60:40 for most
states; 90:10 for certain
special-category
regions

£ States can notify up
to 60 daysinaFY
when work will not be
executed

© Weekly wage
payments mandated,
fortnight at most

€ Integrates
institutionalised
convergence and
infrastructure planning




ISRO’s heaviest-ever launch today is test of capability, cost

Anonna Dutt
New Dethi, December 23

THE INDIAN Space Research Organisation
(I5R0) is scheduled to launch the LVM-3
rocket carrying its heaviest-ever satellite —
BlueBird Block-2, welghing nearly 6,100 kg
— on'Wednesday mort A

The LVM-3 rocket will also be used in
the Gaganyaan misslon, India’s first crewed
space mission, next year.

The satellite will be injected into an
arbitofaround 520km justover 15 minutes
after take-off. The BlueBird Block-2 satel-
lite will be the largest-ever commerclal
communlcations satellite to be deploved
Inlow Earthorbit (LEO). As the name sug-

15RO’ LVM:
bef

gests, LEO s an orbit that Is relatively close
to Earth's surface. It is normally at an alti-
tude ofless than LO0O ke,

The satellite, deslgned by the US com-
pany AST SpaceMobile, will be part of an
LEO constellation that will provide direct-
to-mobile connectivity. This means that un-
like conventional communications satel-
lites, which beamtheir slgnals tospecialisad
round stations before disseminating data
further. this constellation will be able to di-

mmunicate with the phones we

constellation will enable 4G and
56 wolee and video calls, texts, streaming,
and data for “everyone, everywhere, at all
times,” ISROsaid.

Why the mission is significant
The current mission is the third com-

mercial one Involving ISRO's newest

launchvehicle, after the launches of 36 sat-

ellites of OneWeb, a breadband satellite in-
ternet service provider, In 2022 and 2023,

India had been chosen for these
missions following Russia’s refusal in the
wake of the Ukraine war, and with the
European Space Agency's (ESA) launcher,
Ardane-5, golng out of commission.

The LVM-3 {s hardly the only heavy
launchvehicle onthe market. Other options
areSpaceX's Faloon-9 and the ESA's Arlane
6. But Wednesday's launch Is ISRO's chance
to demonstrate that it can carry out such
heavy launches — at a lower cost.

This mission marks the third time the
LVM-3 will be used to carry a satellite into
LEQ. The powerful cryogenic engine-based
vehicle was inftlally designed to carry sat-
ellites tothe distant gecsynchronous orbits
of around 36,000 km from the Earth's sur-

Tuesday, a day

heduled launch of the BlueBird Block-2 satellite. em

Thepayload
® The BlueBird
Block-2 satellite,
welghing 6,100 kg,
will bea part of alew
Earth orbit constella-
tion that will boost
maobile connectivity.
® Thisconstellation
will enable 4G and
56 volce and video
callg, texts_ stream-
ing, and data for
‘avaryene, every-
where, atalltimes”.

face, After several sarellites were placed in
different orbits during the 2022 OneWeb
launch, therocket, thencalled the Geosyn-
chronous Launch Vehicle Mark 3 or GSLV-
ME3, renarmed.

Wednesday's launch also comes weeks
afterthe LVM-3 rocket put the CMS-03 comn-
munication satellite in orbit on November
2. Thiswill be the shortest gap between two
LVM-3launches. And it will be atest of the
Indian space agency's capability to quickly
assemble its heavier missions. After 2023,
this will be the second time ISRO launches
twio LVAM-3 misslons In asingle year.

Ar6,100 kg, the BlueBlrd Block-3 is the
heaviest payload ISROwill have placed into
orbir. Untll now, the heaviest payload carred
by the space agency so far has been the sets
of L —

needed to place the satellites in the geosyn-
chronous transfer orbits. The C25stage,
presently being used inthe launch vehicle,
cancarry only 28 000kg of propellant, thus
producing a thrust of 20 tonnes. The new
C32seape will be capable of carrving 32,000
kg of fuel and produce a 22-tonne thrust.
Theagency ks also considering the use of
semi-cryogenkc engine to replace the lquid
propellantused inthe rocket'ssecond stage.
Acryogenicengine usesliquefied pases at ex-
tremely low temperarures as the fuel, in this
case liquid oxygen and hydrogen, whilea
semi-cryogenic engine uses a llquified gas
and a liquid propellant. ISRO plans to use a
refined kerosene and liquid oxvegen-based
second stage, which would Improve the ca-
pability of the vehicle and make it cheaper.

o eigh-
g more than 5,700 kg — to LEO. The space
agency also broke Its record for the heaviest
saiellite placed in the distant geosynchron-
oustransferorbit last month with the launch.
of CMS-03 using the same vehicle. The sat-
ellite welghed 4 410 kg,

Behind ISRO's feat

The space agency has been working to
introduce redundancies ta the vehicle to

th zine would make the ve-
hicle capable of carrying arcund 10,000 kg
to LEO Instead of the current 8,000k This
version s likely to be used to carry the mod-
ules for the Bharatiya Antarfksh Station, the
space station envisaged by India.

The space agency Is also working on
"bootstrap relgnition” for the crvogenlc en-
gines, which will make the launch vehlcle
more efficient for missions where satellites
have tobe placed in different orbits. While
1 hestoagy 1 us orbit usually

make It safe for humans for the Gag;
mission, aswell as increasing itslift-off ca-
pacity to carry the modules for the Bhara-
tya Antariksh Station.

To increase the lift-off capacity of the
vehicle, ISRO is working to increase the
thrust produced by the third or the cryo-
genic upper stage of the rocket. This stage
accounts for nearly 50% of the velocity

carry asingle, large payload, most LEO
missions carry several satellives for differ-
ent orbits. The bootstrap reignition would
allow the upper stage cryogenic engine wo
restart on its own without an external gas,
such ashellum, to relgnite the engine A
boot-strap mode would reduce the welght
of fuel and Increase pavload capability.

BlueBird Block-2 Mission and LVM-3:

The launch of BlueBird Block-2, ISRO’s

heaviest-ever satellite weighing nearly 6,100
kg, aboard the LVM-3 rocket, marks a significant
leap in India’s space programme.

Beyond being a record-setting payload, the
mission demonstrates India’s growing capability
in heavy-lift launches, commercial satellite
deployment, advanced propulsion
technologies, and future human spaceflight
preparedness.




Key Technical Features of the Mission HEAVYLIFTERS : @

. Heaviest Payload and LEO Deployment

PSLV

The satellite was injected into a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) -l M INBIESMoST,

of around 520 km, just over 15 minutes after lift-off. L B '\ LiftoffMass: 320
- " Payload Capacity:

B 15 | { LEO:1.75
LEO typically lies below 1,000 km, offering advantages | ~ . § GTO:1.4

such as lower latency and stronger signhal strength
compared to geosynchronous orbits.

At 6,100 kg, BlueBird Block-2 surpasses ISRO’s earlier i LVM3 i GSLVMK-II

) . INDIA’SHEAVIEST i MESNREOR
heaviest LEO payloads, such as the OneWeb satellite WILL ALSO BE USED ggm%RMCAmN

clusters (~5,700 kg). FORGAGANYAAN . SATELLITES
’ Liftoff Mass: 640 f
: ‘¥ | Liftoff Mass: 415

'Ii?g")aBd Capacity: - Payload Capacity:
g : LEO: 6

G i\ | GT0:2.25




. Direct-to-Mobile Communication Technology

Designed by AST SpaceMobile (USA), the satellite is part
of a constellation enabling direct satellite-to-
smartphone connectivity.

Unlike conventional satellites that rely on ground relay
stations, this system communicates directly with
standard mobile phones.

It supports 4G and 5G voice calls, video calls,
messaging, streaming, and data services, enabling
connectivity “anytime, anywhere,” especially in remote
and disaster-prone areas.

ISRO Set To Launch Its Heaviest-Ever
communication satellite, CMS-03
CMS-03 Is A Multi-Band Military
communication satellite that will provide
services over wide oceanic region.




Strategic and Commercial Significance

1. Strengthening India’s Commercial Launch Market
This is the third commercial LVM-3 mission, after the OneWeb launches in 2022 and 2023.
India emerged as a preferred launch partner due to:
Russia’s withdrawal from commercial launches following the Ukraine conflict.

The retirement of ESA’s Ariane-5 launcher.

LVM-3 competes with SpaceX’s Falcon-9 and ESA’s Ariane-6, offering a reliable and lower-cost
alternative.

. Demonstration of Rapid Launch Capability

The launch follows the CMS-03 communication satellite mission on November 2, marking the
shortest gap between two LVM-3 launches.

It is only the second time after 2023 that ISRO has launched two LVM-3 missions in a single
year, showcasing improved manufacturing efficiency, mission integration, and readiness.




Maternal mortality dropped
as institutional deliveries
rose to 89%: Health Minister

Nadda lavs foundation stone for two medical colleges in Madhva Pradesh: says health benefits
provided to mothers and children through 181000 Avushman Arogya Mandirs across the country

BHOPAL

nion Health Minis-
U ter L.P. Nadda said
on Tuesday that the

country’s institutional de-
livery rate had gone up to
89%, leading to a signif-
cant reduction in the ma-
ternal  mortality  rate
(MMR) during childbirth.

Mr. Nadds made the
statement alter kying the
loundation  stone for a
medical college in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar district. He
laid foundation for ancther
medical college in Bewl
district. The two colleges
will be operated on a pu-
blic-private  partnership
(PPP) model.

“The rate of institution-
al defiveries in the country
has increased 1o 89%,
which led 1o a significant
reduction in the MMR. The
Narendra Modi  govern-
ment is striving through its
healthcare services t en-
sure that citizens remain
bealthy and do not Lall ill in
the first place,” Mr. Nadda
said

He said the two medical
colleges would also be the
first ol its kind in the coun-

Linion Health Minister 1P. Nadda wath Madiya Pradesh Chicf
Minister Mohan Yacdav at an event in Ohar on Tuesday. ae

try that would function
through the PPP model.

“The establishment of
the medical college would
provide better healtheare
services to the people of
Betul and the surrounding
tribal areas” he  said,
claiming that a “radical
transformation” had taken
place in the health sector
under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi,

“Until the end ol the
20th century, there was

only ane All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) in Delhi. Former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee opened six AIIMS
during his tenure. Now
there are 23. In 204, there
were 387 medical colleges.
Today, there are 819 medi-
cal  colleges.  Including
those in Dhar and Betul,
the number of medical col-
leges has reached 8217 the
Health Minister said.
“Health benelits are be-

ing provided 1o mothers
and  children  through
181,000 Ayushman Aro-
gya Mandirs (health and
wellness centres]. Today,
keeping in mind the health
of everyone in the country,
not only is the benefit of
the Ayushman Yojana be-
ing provided, but 12 types
of vaccines are also being
administered o protect
the life of every child
through immunisation,” he
added.

The medical colleges in
Dhar and Betul are going to
be constructed at an esti-
mated cost ol 260 crove
and TI00 crore respective
ly, as per a State govern-
ment statement.

Medical colleges

The State currently has 33

medical colleges, including

19 government instiutions.
“In 2003, there were on-

24, this increased
R and in the 2025-26
academic session, it furth-
er rose 1o 5,550 [govern-
ment: 2850, private:
2.700]. The total number
of PG (MEYMS) seats has al-
0 increased to 2,862,” the
government said.

Declining Maternal Mortality in India: Role of Institutional
Deliveries

India has made significant progress in reducing its
Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), primarily driven by the
sharprise in institutional deliveries.

According to the Union Health Minister, institutional
delivery rates have increased to 89%, resultingin a
substantial reduction in maternal deaths during
childbirth.

This reflects the success of systemic healthcare reforms
and targeted maternal health interventions.




Key Factors Contributing to Increased Institutional
Deliveries

1. Expansion of Healthcare Infrastructure BOTTOM TEN STATES

e Number of medical colleges increased from 387 (2014)
to 821 (2024).
Establishment of medical colleges in tribal and (U Meghalaya
backward districts such as Dhar and Betul (Madhya (2) Nagaland
Pradesh). (3) Manipur
Introduction of Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model @) Bihar

to expand medical education and healthcare access. () uttarakhand
@Mizoram

. Strengthening Primary Healthcare (@) Assam
Operationalisation of 1.81 lakh Ayushman Arogya UP
Mandirs (Health and Wellness Centres). (@ Arunachal
These centres provide: @) Himachal
Antenatal and postnatal care
Referral services
Early risk detection




Institutional Delivery Rates — NFHS-5 Highlights

* National Average: Institutional deliveries rose to
88.6%, up from 40.8% in 2005-06 (NFHS-3).

* Kerala & Goa: Topped the charts with 99.8% and
99.7% institutional deliveries respectively.

* Public Facilities: Share of births in public health
institutions increased across most states.

» Low-Performing States: Nagaland (45.7%) and
Meghalaya (58%) reported the lowest rates.

* Urban-Rural Divide: Urban areas consistently
showed higher institutional delivery rates; rural gaps
persist, especially in northeastern states.

Source: Sample Ragistration Systam Report, Registrar Ganaqol of inag, 2023




3. Financial Protection and Service Delivery

e Ayushman Bharat-PM Jan Arogya Yojana reduces out-
of-pocket expenditure.

e Encourages institutional care by making services
affordable for vulnerable groups, especially women.

é%

e W

Government of India

4. Focus on Maternal and Child Health 7 o ta il
e Universalimmunisation covering 12 vaccines protects A '

newborns and mothers. —
e Integration of maternal care with child health services N PRADHAN MANTRI

ensures continuity of care. MATRU VANDANA YOJANA
sPregnant Women and Lactating Mothers
. to get upto ¥ 6,000
Impact on Maternal Mortality Rate & 2
. . . . . ) N .#%#%%. Over 26 lakh ¥ 440 Crore
Higher institutional delivery rate (89%) directly correlates P $24%3 % beneficiaries (.!.—-\’ﬁ';gsf‘l’f
with: Oy benc.efic‘i:aries

. . A : PMMVY-Common
Tl m ely eme I’ge N Cy (o) b Stet ric care BN T 2 » Application Software Pan-India expansion

. . X (PMMVY-CAS) o O O of Maternity Benefit
Reduced maternal deaths during delivery MW Sprember 207 @f(@ Moo 3015
Demonstrates a preventive and promotive health (a5 on 31.05.18)

£ /ManekaGandhiOfficial

approach, rather than curative alone.



India’s first anti-terror
policy to be out soon

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union government is
finalising India's frst anti
terror policy to provide a
template for all States o
combat and respond to ter
ror attacks and related inei
dents, a senior govern
ment official has wld The
Hindu. Digital radicalisa
tion, the misuse of open
borders, and conversion
networks funded by fo
reign plavers are among
the key issues being dis
cussed in the run-up o the
policy's release,

The Mational [nvestiga
tion Agency (NIA) is also
organising an ant-terror
conference on December
26 and 27 in Delhi where
the contours of the policy
are likely to be shared.

“The Home Ministry is
finalising the document
and the NIA has also given
its inputs,” an NIA official
told The Hindu.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had announced
last November that a Na

tional Counter Terrorism
Palicy and Steavegy would
be introduced soon.

Pre-empting attacks

After the april 22 Pahal
zam terror attack, the NIA
had conducted meetings
with antiterror unies of all
States and apprised them
of the measures to be put
in place to prevent and
pre-empt such attacks,

The use af the National
Intellipence Grid, a secure
platform for law enforee
ment agencies W access go
vernment and other data
bases, has also  been
discussed.

Over the past few
months, NIA director gen
eral Sadanand Date and
National Security Guard
chiel Brighu Srinivasan
have briefed a few State
police chiefs on lssues such
as foreign-funded conver
sion rackets, online radi
calisation, and Aadhaar
spoofing, among others.

CONTINVED ON
» PAGE 10

India’s first anti-terror
policy to be out soon

A National Policy and Action Plan for Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) had earlier been introduced in
2015. An Uttar Pradesh police official said that on-
line radicalisation and the misuse of the open bor-
der with Nepal have been Hlagged as priority is-
sues likely to find mention in the new anti-terror
policy.

“There have been instances when members as-
sociated with the Khalistani terrorist network
came to Nepal on foreign passports. They leave
the passport in the neighbouring country, enter
India through the open, and go to Punjab through
the ULP.-Eihar-Mepal border,” the U.F police offi-
cial said.

Digital radicalisation

The interrogation of the doctors arrested in rela-
tion to the November 10 car-borne suicide attack
near Delhi's Red Fort also revealed that they were
radicalised online, an NIA official said.

Another State police official said deliberations
are on to get feedback from States on ways to ad-
dress online radicalisation.

“An organised foreign-funded radicalisation
has come toour notice. A religious centre in Cana-
da which has links to the Pakistan’s IS1 has
emerged as one of the prime suspects in radicalis-
ing the youth here through social media. While
there are only a handful of police officials who are
trained to notice these trends, what is required is
concerted efforts to strengthen the mechanism at
police station level. It will lead to early detection,”
said the second State police official.

In & post on ¥ on September 9, the UP police
said that senior officers of the NIA, N3G, Intelli-
gence Bureau and the State police had deliberated
on critical issues, including cross-border vulnera-
bilities, foreign-funded conversion networks, Aad-
haar spooting, the trafficking of arms and drugs,
terror linkages, and digital radicalisation.

“This powerful convergence of NIA, NSG, 1B,
and UP Police reaffirms our commitment: sealing
the gaps, tortifying our defences, and safeguard-
ing the sovereignty of India's most populous
state.” the ULP. police said.

India’s First National Counter Terrorism Policy:
Need, Focus Areas and Way Forward

The Union Government is finalising India’s first
National Counter Terrorism Policy and Strategy,
aimed at providing a uniform template for States
to prevent, combat and respond to terror attacks.

Announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
the policy reflects India’s evolving threat landscape
marked by digital radicalisation, cross-border
vulnerabilities and foreign-funded networks.




Key Drivers Behind the Policy

Rising complexity of terror threats: Shift from physical camps to online radicalisation.
Federal coordination gaps: States have varied counter-terror capacities.

Recentincidents:

April 22 Pahalgam terror attack highlighted intelligence and response gaps.

November 10 car-borne suicide attack near Red Fort showed the role of online radicalisation.

Major Focus Areas of the Policy

1. Digital Radicalisation

e Terror groups increasingly exploit social media, encrypted platforms and online propaganda.

¢ NIAinterrogation revealed doctors radicalised online, underscoring educated youth
vulnerability.

e Example: Foreign-funded religious centre in Canada with alleged ISl links radicalising Indian
youth.

e Policyfocus:

¢ Training police at thana level for early detection.

e Strengthening cyber surveillance and counter-narratives.



2. Misuse of Open Borders

* India-Nepal open border flagged as a major vulnerability.

e Example: Khalistani operatives entering India via Nepal after discarding foreign
passports.

e Policy emphasis on:

e Enhanced border intelligence.

e Coordination among U.P., Bihar, Punjab and central agencies.

3. Foreign-Funded Conversion Networks

e |dentified as a tool for long-term ideological radicalisation.

e Example: NIA and State police briefings flagged conversion rackets funded by foreign
entities.

e Focus on financial tracking and intelligence-sharing.

4. Technology-Driven Threats

e Aadhaar spoofing, arms and drug trafficking linked to terror financing.

e Use of National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) to integrate 21 databases for real-time
intelligence access.
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Thank you

Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167



tel:+91%208178833167
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