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Removal of Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts in India

The independence of the judiciary is a basic feature of the Constitution. Therefore, the 

removal of judges is deliberately made difficult and tightly regulated, ensuring that judges 

are insulated from political pressures.

1. Constitutional Basis

1.1 Supreme Court Judges

• Article 124(4): A SC judge can be removed only on the grounds of “proved 

misbehaviour or incapacity.”

• Article 124(5): Parliament may regulate the procedure for removal.

1.2 High Court Judges

• Article 217(1)(b): A HC judge can be removed in the same manner as a SC judge.

• Thus, the removal process for both SC and HC judges is identical.
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2. Grounds for Removal

• Proved Misbehaviour

Includes corruption, bias, abuse of judicial office, moral 

turpitude, political partisanship, etc.

• Incapacity

Includes physical or mental inability to discharge duties.

Example:

Justice Soumitra Sen (Calcutta HC) was impeached by 

Rajya Sabha in 2011 for financial irregularities 

(misbehaviour). He resigned before Lok Sabha voted.
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3. Initiation of the Removal Process

3.1 Notice by MPs

The motion for removal can be initiated in either House.

(a) Lok Sabha

• Requires the signatures of at least 100 MPs.

(b) Rajya Sabha

• Requires the signatures of at least 50 MPs.

Example:

In the current case, 107 Lok Sabha MPs of the INDIA bloc 

submitted a letter to initiate impeachment proceedings against 

Justice G.R. Swaminathan (Madras High Court).
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4. Admission of Motion

4.1 Role of the Speaker/Chairman

• The Speaker (Lok Sabha) or Chairman (Rajya 

Sabha) may accept or reject the motion.

• This stage is discretionary and not judicially reviewable.

Example:

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has stated he will “look 

into” the motion against Justice Swaminathan — this 

reflects the admission stage.
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5. Inquiry Committee Formation

If the motion is admitted, the presiding officer forms a three-

member inquiry committee under the Judges Inquiry Act, 

1968:

Composition:

1. A Supreme Court Judge

2. A Chief Justice of a High Court

3. An eminent jurist

Functions:

• Conduct a judicial-style inquiry.

• Examine evidence, documents, and witnesses.

• Determine whether charges are proved.

Outcome:

• If charges are not proved → Motion dropped.

• If charges are proved → Parliament votes on removal.
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6. Parliamentary Procedure

6.1 Special Majority Requirement

Removal requires a special majority in both Houses:

(a) Majority of total membership of the House, and

(b) Majority of not less than 2/3rd of members present and voting.

This is the same stringent majority required for constitutional amendments under Article 368.

7. Role of the President

If both Houses pass the motion with the required majority:

• The motion is sent to the President of India.

• The President orders the removal of the judge.

Example:

Justice V. Ramaswami (1993) was the first SC judge against whom an inquiry was completed. The motion 

failed in Lok Sabha because Congress abstained, demonstrating the difficulty of securing a special majority.
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Right to Health in India

❑ Health is a foundational human right, central to human 

dignity and development. 

❑ Although the Right to Health is not explicitly 

recognised as a fundamental right, the Supreme Court 

has repeatedly interpreted it as part of Article 21 — Right 

to Life. 

❑ India’s health landscape, however, continues to suffer from 

inadequate public investment, rising commercialisation, and 

entrenched social inequities. 

❑ The National Convention on Health Rights (Dec 

2025) marks an important moment to reimagine health care 

as a just, equitable, and universal public good.
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1. Public Health Challenges in India

1.1 Low Public Investment

• India remains among the lowest spenders on public health globally.

• Just 2% of the Union Budget is allocated for health services.

• Per capita public spending is only $25 per year — far lower than global averages.

• High out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPE) persists despite insurance schemes, pushing 

millions into poverty.

1.2 Privatisation and the Rise of Corporate Health Care

• Rapid expansion of commercial private hospitals, supported by domestic and foreign investment.

• Increasing Public–Private Partnerships (PPPs) have led to public medical colleges and 

district hospitals being handed over to private operators.

• Result: unaffordable services for crores who depend on public facilities.

• Examples: Movements against privatisation in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Mumbai, Madhya 

Pradesh, and tribal districts of Gujarat.
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2. Access to Medicines

• Medicines account for up to 50% of household medical spending.

• 80% of medicines remain outside price control.

• Problems include irrational drug combinations, unethical marketing, and high retail mark-ups.

• Proposals: expanding public sector drug production, removing GST on essential medicines, and 

strengthening price regulation.

3. Health Workforce Justice

• COVID-19 demonstrated the indispensability of doctors, nurses, ASHAs, paramedics, and support 

staff.

• Yet many face low wages, contractual employment, poor working conditions, and minimal 

social security.

• Ensuring fair remuneration and protections is essential for a resilient health system.
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4. Social Determinants and Equity

Entrenched inequalities shape health outcomes. 

Marginalised groups — Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims, 

LGBTQ+ persons, persons with disabilities, and 

women — continue to face discrimination.

Interventions must integrate:

• Gender justice

• Social inclusion

• Protection for vulnerable communities

Health rights also intersect with broader determinants 

such as nutrition, environment, pollution, and 

climate change, requiring intersectoral planning.
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5. The Way Forward: Towards a Rights-Based Framework

Key Elements

• Recognising the Right to Health as a fundamental right.

• Strengthening public health systems capable of delivering universal, free, quality 

services.

• Increasing government health spending to reduce OOPE.

• Community-led planning and decentralised health governance.

• Transparent regulation of private providers.

Role of Civil Society

The Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, completing 25 years in 2025, exemplifies sustained 

advocacy for pro-people health policies across 20+ States.
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Cleansing Electoral Rolls in India

Accurate electoral rolls are the foundation of free and fair elections. As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emphasised while 

introducing the Representation of the People Bill (1950), the preparation of an electoral roll is a “condition 

precedent for election.”

In India, where universal adult franchise forms the bedrock of democracy, maintaining error-free and inclusive 

rolls is essential for reinforcing public trust.

Why Electoral Roll Cleansing is Necessary

1. Structural Challenges

• High migration and urban mobility result in duplicate or outdated entries.

• Lack of a unified civil registry, unlike Germany or Canada, means the Election Commission of India (ECI) 

must independently verify eligibility.

2. Democratic Imperatives

• Ensuring that only eligible citizens vote under Article 326.

• Preventing disenfranchisement due to inaccuracies, especially among vulnerable groups.
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Mechanisms of Revision

1. Intensive Revision

• Rebuilds voter lists from scratch.

• Last major intensive revision: 2002–03.

2. Summary Revision

• Incremental corrections; the dominant method in 

recent years.

3. Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

• Ordered when large-scale inaccuracies arise.

• SIR 2025 undertaken initially in Bihar to address 

widespread duplication and outdated entries.
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Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 2025: Key Features

1. Administrative & Technological Innovations

• Door-to-door verification of 7.5 crore entries.

• Digitisation of all supporting documents.

• Online availability of forms, claims and objections.

2. Expanded Documentation for Eligibility

• Acceptable proofs increased from 4 (in 2003) to 11, offering a more liberal approach.

• Aadhaar accepted as identity proof following Supreme Court suggestion.

3. Enhanced Transparency

• Training of 1.6 lakh Booth Level Agents (BLAs) from political parties.

• Engagement with parties for roll-sharing and monitoring.

• Volunteers from the State Legal Services Authority assisted citizens online.
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Outcomes of SIR 2025 in Bihar

1. Data-driven Results

• 65 lakh names removed after verification.

• 2,53,524 claims/objections filed — a small fraction of total entries.

• Only 36,500 claims for inclusion (0.56% of deletions).

• Zero appeals against deletions.

2. Interpretation

• Indicates that deletions were mostly legitimate.

• Demonstrates that fears of arbitrary mass disenfranchisement were exaggerated.

Concerns and Criticisms

• Allegations that fresh documentation demands violate universal adult franchise.

• Fear of potential exclusion of marginalised voters.

• However, constitutional provisions give ECI broad powers of superintendence, direction, and 

control over roll preparation.
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India’s Military Exercises with Other Countries

India conducts regular bilateral and multilateral military exercises to enhance strategic 

cooperation, interoperability, and readiness. These exercises span land, air, and maritime 

forces, helping India strengthen regional and global security partnerships.

1. Significance of Military Exercises

• Interoperability: Harmonises tactics, communication systems, and operational procedures 

between partner militaries.

• Combat Readiness: Enhances capability for counter-terrorism, peacekeeping, disaster 

relief, and strategic operations.

• Diplomacy & Soft Power: Reinforces defence diplomacy and deepens strategic ties.

• Technology Integration: Facilitates exposure to new technologies like AI-enabled 

systems, drones, ISR platforms, and cyber tools.

• Regional Stability: Supports collective security architectures in the Indo-Pacific, Himalayas, 

and Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
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THANK YOU
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