




Supreme Court's Order on Bihar SIR

❑ The Supreme Court on Thursday issued an 
interim order directing the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) to make 
available online a searchable list of 
approximately 65 lakh voter names 
omitted from the draft electoral roll for 
Bihar, along with reasons for deletion, such 
as death, migration, and duplication.

❑ The interim order pushes for greater 
transparency in the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) in Bihar, and 
partially addresses the contentious issue of 
including Aadhaar as a valid proof of 
identity and residence in the process.



Challenge to SIR

❑ With the state set to head to polls in November, the ECI 
announced the Bihar SIR late in June. 

❑ It said that demographic changes in the last 20 years meant 
that current electoral rolls contained many “repeated 
entries”, and “the situation [warranted] an intensive 
verification drive to verify each person before enrolment as 
an elector”.

❑ Soon after this announcement, multiple petitioners 
challenged the SIR on both substantive and procedural 
grounds.

❑ The substantive grounds included questions on the ECI’s 
powers to conduct such an exercise. 

❑ However, in oral observations, the SC has indicated that ECI 
has the power to conduct such an exercise. This can also be 
inferred from the fact that the SC has allowed the SIR to 
continue.



SC’s interim order

❑ The ECI had, in its affidavit, told the SC that it was not required by law to publish a separate list of 
electors removed from the draft electoral rolls or to provide reasons for their non-inclusion. 

❑ This was in opposition to a plea by the Association for Democratic Reforms seeking the release of 
names and details of the 65 lakh electors who did not make it to the draft published on August 1.

❑ The ECI, in court, cited apprehensions that political parties might aggregate the data and that the 
publication could be a violation of the fundamental right to privacy.

❑ The SC has, however, pushed back on this argument, underlining a citizen’s fundamental right to 
know why he or she has been deleted from the voter list. 

❑ The court has directed the ECI to publish lists in which one can search by entering the EPIC number 
whether a voter has been deleted, and the reasons for such deletion.

❑ This essentially enables individuals and political parties to check if a voter from the constituency has 
been removed from the rolls, and whether this exclusion is justified. 



Recourse after deletion

❑ The ECI had said that those whose names have 
not been included in the draft roll can 
submit  Form 6, the ECI’s form for registration of 
new electors, by September 1. 

❑ Incidentally, Form 6 allows Aadhaar, both as proof 
of identity and residence for enrolment. 

❑ The Electoral Registration Officer verifies the 
information submitted in Form 6, and enrols a 
new voter.

❑ In its interim order, the SC directed that 
“aggrieved persons may submit their claims along 
with a copy of their Aadhaar Card”.

https://indianexpress.com/about/aadhaar-card/


The Summit in Alaska

❑ United States President Donald Trump 
will meet Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday (August 15) in an attempt 
to find a way to end the war in Ukraine.

❑ At a time when Europe perceives an 
existential threat from Russia and the 
continent’s ties with the US are being 
tested, and when Ukraine’s future is at 
stake, neither the Europeans nor the 
Ukrainians will be present.

l



What Trump desires

❑ Trump had famously promised to end the war in 24 hours. Within a month of his inauguration, the 
President spoke with Putin — with whom he had claimed to have a good relationship for years — over 
the phone for 90 minutes.

The demands of Putin

❑ For Putin, the meeting will be a victory from the moment he lands in Alaska. 

❑ He has been declared an outcast by the West, and he will be on American soil at a time he has 
charges of war crimes against him. 

❑ Recognition from the leader of the world’s most powerful country is proof that efforts to isolate him 
have failed.

❑ Putin has aimed high — asking for not just all the Ukrainian territories that Russia currently occupies 
and a ban on Ukraine’s entry into NATO, but also the removal of Zelenskyy.

❑ He will also be looking at an easing of the sanctions on Russia, which have affected its technology and 
defence industries. 

❑ Russia’s budget deficit is increasing, and its income from oil and gas exports is under pressure.

https://indianexpress.com/about/budget/


Zelenskyy: back to the wall

❑ Zelenskyy’s immediate objective is a ceasefire, a 
stop to the attacks on Ukrainian cities and the 
killings of Ukrainians. 

❑ But Kyiv has also stressed that for any talks to be 
even remotely substantive, the next stage must be 
about a durable peace that both sides will honour.

❑ The other goal is NATO membership, and 
Russia,  “cannot have any right of veto on this 
matter”. 

❑ Ukraine wants continued Western military 
assistance to strengthen and modernise its armed 
forces.

❑ Ukraine has also insisted that it will not give up 
any regions that are currently occupied by Russian 
forces.



The view from New Delhi

❑ As Trump seeks to pile pressure on Russia, he has squeezed India with a 25% “penalty” for buying Russian oil, in 
addition to 25% tariffs on Indian exports to the US.

❑ For Trump, India is the easiest target — the US has limited leverage with China, which buys the most energy 
from Russia.

❑ India and Brazil face 50% US tariffs, the highest in the world.

❑ India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval met with Putin in the Kremlin last week, and the next day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi spoke with the Russian President. Three days later, Modi called up Zelenskyy.

❑ The outcome of the Alaska summit is of much consequence for India. New Delhi hopes that if Trump comes out 
feeling good with a “win” in his mind, it could lead to a rethink of the 25% penalty.

❑ Hours after Trump announced the meeting with Putin, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said, “India 
welcomes the understanding reached between the United States and the Russian Federation”.

❑ Besides hoping for the removal of the penalty for buying Russian oil, India would be keen to participate in the 
rebuilding of Ukraine, as the post-conflict future emerges.

https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/


India's First Digitally Literate State

❑ On August 21, Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan will declare Kerala 
as India’s first digitally-literate 
state, all thanks to an innovative 
campaign to familiarise its 
population with digital technology.



❑ Spearheaded by the state’s local self-government 
department, the ‘Digi Keralam-complete digital literary 
programme’ had one aim — taking the digital revolution 
to all sections of people, regardless of their age, and help 
them avail its e-services. 

❑ The massive programme, launched in 2023, did this by 
first surveying 83 lakh households to identify the 
“digitally illiterate” and eventually, holding training 
modules.

❑ According to officials at the LSGD, 2.57 lakh trained 
volunteers – including MGNREGA supervisors, the 
National Service Scheme, the National Cadet Corps and 
the Nehru Yuva Kendra – conducted a survey covering 
1.50 crore people in 83 lakh families. 

❑ This helped them shortlist 21 lakh digitally illiterate 
people, including several elderly people over 90.



Samudrayaan Mission

❑ In a first for the country, two Indian 
aquanauts have taken dives to depths 
of nearly 4,000 metres and 5,000 
metres in the Atlantic Ocean on board 
the French submersible Nautile — the 
deepest an Indian has ever gone 
underwater — as part of preparations 
for Samudrayaan, India’s first manned 
deep-sea mission that aims to send 
three aquanauts to 6,000 metres by 
2027 in a made-in-India titanium 
submersible.



❑ Like the Axiom-4 mission’s role in preparing astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla for Gaganyaan, the 
Nautile dives gave India’s deep-sea crew end-to-end operational training crucial for 
Samudrayaan — from pre-dive preparations and vessel piloting to manipulator arm operations, 
tracking, and retrieval.

❑ Samudrayaan is part of the country’s Deep Ocean Mission, which will, for the first time, take a 
three-member crew 6,000 metres below the surface in the indigenously developed Matsya6000 
submersible. 

❑ The mission aims to develop technologies to access and transport tonnes of valuable minerals 
from the ocean-bed in an environmentally safe manner. 

❑ Equipped with scientific sensors and tools, Matsya6000 can operate for 12 hours, extendable to 
96 in emergencies. 

❑ Only five countries — the USA, Russia, China, France, and Japan — have so far carried out 
successful crewed deep-ocean missions; India is set to join this exclusive club.
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