




Katchatheevu, Palk Strait Dispute

Context 

❑ India’s foreign policy has long been shaped by 
principles of peaceful coexistence and regional 
cooperation. 

❑ From the Panchsheel framework to the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), India has consistently 
emphasised interdependence and stability in South 
Asia. 

❑ Bilateral relations with Sri Lanka continue to be tested 
by unresolved concerns, particularly the fisheries 
crisis in the Palk Strait and the sovereignty of 
Katchatheevu island. 



The Fisheries Dispute: Livelihoods and 
Conservation at Odds 

❑ The Issue at Hand Fishing communities in Tamil 
Nadu and Sri Lanka’s Northern Province have 
shared the Palk Strait for centuries. 

❑ However, today’s disputes stem largely from 
Indian mechanised bottom trawling in Sri Lankan 
waters. Such practices, though profitable for 
trawler operators, are ecologically destructive, 
damaging coral beds and depleting fish stocks. 

❑ Both the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the FAO’s Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries condemn 
destructive methods such as bottom trawling.



Sri Lanka’s Concern

❑ Sri Lanka banned bottom trawling in 2017, but 
hundreds of Indian trawlers continue to cross 
themaritime boundary.

❑ This not only harms Sri Lanka’s marine ecology but 
also jeopardises the livelihoods of Tamil 
Nadu’ssmall-scale artisanal fishers.

❑ Ironically, these traditional fishers, who follow 
sustainable methods, also suffer from 
resourcedepletion caused by trawler operations, 
compelling them to enter contested waters.

❑ Thus, the issue is not merely interstate; it reflects a 
deeper livelihood conflict within Tamil 
fishingcommunities themselves.



The Katchatheevu Question: Myths and Realities 

❑ Public debate in India often portrays Katchatheevu, a small barren islet in the Palk Strait, as 
the crux of the fisheries conflict. 

❑ In reality, the 1974 India–Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty, which placed the islet within Sri 
Lankan territory, settled the issue. 

❑ Under international law, boundary treaties are sacrosanct (pacta sunt servanda) and cannot 
be unilaterally repudiated. Contrary to popular belief, the island was not gifted by Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 

❑ Historical records demonstrated Sri Lanka’s stronger claim, with evidence of administrative 
control dating back to the Portuguese and Dutch periods, and earlier to the Tamil kings of 
Jaffna.

❑ India’s concession was therefore consistent with legal precedent and international norms. 

❑ It is important to distinguish between sovereignty over Katchatheevu and fishing rights. 
While the former is legally settled, the latter remains a matter of negotiation.



Shanghai Cooperation Organization

Context

❑ At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Summit in Tianjin, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi joined President Xi Jinping 
and leaders from 23 countries and 10 
international organisations. 

❑ Marking the largest SCO gathering since 
its inception 24 years ago, the summit 
highlighted solidarity, friendship, and 
cooperation, aiming to advance the 
organisation into a new phase of high-
quality development. 



Tianjin SCO Summit Yields Key Outcomes 

❑ The SCO Tianjin Summit produced significant results, including the creation of four security 
centres and the decision to establish an SCO Development Bank. 

❑ Leaders endorsed a new decade-long development strategy and pledged support for 
multilateral trading and global peace. 

❑ President Xi announced major cooperation platforms in energy, green industry, and the digital 
economy, alongside centres for innovation, higher education, and vocational training. 

❑ Highlighting his Global Governance Initiative, Xi called for equality, rule of law, and people-
centered multilateralism. 

❑ Since joining in 2017, India has played a vital role in SCO, with China acknowledging Prime 
Minister Modi’s support and seeking deeper collaboration in security, finance, and sustainable 
development.



75 Years of China-India Diplomatic Ties 

❑ As India and China mark the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Xi Jinping reaffirmed their commitment to partnership, emphasizing that the two nations 
are partners, not rivals. 

Pathways for Strengthening Relations 

❑  Both countries must learn from the past, build mutual respect and trust, and gradually resume 
dialogue mechanisms between governments to ensure peaceful coexistence and common 
development. 

❑ Development should remain the central focus. China expressed readiness to work with India in areas 
like technology, education, culture, tourism, and poverty alleviation, while also enhancing people-to-
people exchanges across political, academic, media, and youth platforms. 

❑ The two sides should uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, respect each other’s core 
concerns, and not let the unresolved boundary issue define bilateral relations. Instead, cooperation 
should ensure stability and mutual growth.



Himachal declared fully literate State

Fully Literate State in India  

❑ Himachal Pradesh has been 
declared ‘fully literate’, joining Goa, 
Ladakh, Mizoram, and Tripura. 

❑ However, ‘fully literate’ does not 
imply 100% literacy.  

❑ It means the state has achieved a 
literacy rate above 95%, with 
Himachal recording 99.3%.  



Defining Literacy and Full Literacy in India 

❑ The Ministry of Education defines literacy as the ability to read, write, and compute with comprehension, 
including skills like digital and financial literacy.  

❑ A State/UT is considered ‘fully literate’ when it achieves 95% literacy.

❑ These definitions were issued in August 2023 for the ULLAS programme, launched in 2022 to promote 
adult education for those above 15.  

❑ Aimed at achieving 100% literacy by 2030, ULLAS aligns with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
and India’s National Education Policy 2020. 

ULLAS Programme 

❑ ULLAS (Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) is a national adult education initiative 
launched in 2022 by the Ministry of Education.  

❑ It targets individuals aged 15 and above who missed formal schooling, aiming to equip them with reading, 
writing, numeracy, digital skills, and financial literacy.  



How Literacy is Attained under ULLAS 

❑ Under the ULLAS programme, adults are taught basic reading, writing, and arithmetic (up to 
Class 3 level), along with practical skills like reading time, using calendars, handling money, 
writing cheques, and making safe digital transactions.  

❑ Training is delivered via a mobile app or offline by students and community volunteers.  

❑ Learners then take the Functional Literacy Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT), a 150-mark test 
in their chosen language.

❑ Successful candidates are certified by the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) as 
having achieved foundational literacy and numeracy.

Measuring Literacy in India 

❑ In the 2011 Census, literacy was defined as the ability to read and write with understanding in 
any language for those aged seven and above.  

❑ The literacy rate stood at 80.9% for men and 64.6% for women, while adult literacy (15+) was 
69.3%.



Mining of Critical and Atomic Minerals

Context

❑ The Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) exempted mining 
proposals of atomic, critical, 
and strategic minerals from 
public consultations citing 
national defence and strategic 
requirements.



Policy Decision

❑ The exemption applies to minerals notified in Part D of the First Schedule of the MMDR 
Act.

❑ Minerals include Lithium, Nickel, Tungsten, Titanium, Graphite, uranium, and beach 
sand minerals.

❑ Projects are still appraised under the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Notification, 2006, and assessed by sectoral expert committees.

Rationale and Strategic Significance

❑ The move was requested by the Defence Ministry and Department of Atomic Energy.

❑ Minerals are crucial for national defence, strategic sectors, communication, 
navigation, and precision weapons.

❑ Public consultations are considered exempt due to potential security risks and scarcity 
of rare earths in India.



Procedural and Legal Context

❑ EIA Notification normally mandates 
public hearings and written 
responses for development projects.

❑ This exemption is specific to critical 
and strategic mineral projects, not 
general mining.

❑ The exemption is accompanied 
by central-level appraisal and 
sectoral review to maintain 
environmental oversight.
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