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Katchatheevu, Palk Strait Dispute

The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait disputes

midia has Ristorically shaped regicnal and
il dspiomacy thromgh the Pandhsbeel
princaples, the Non-Allgned Movemens, the
Soush Assclaton for
peraton, and, mos recendy, with i
baartuocd First Policy ™. This stance has
genenally promoted pesce and interdependenos
n South Asia. However, is unresolved issues with

and the soveregniy of
challenges.
During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit o
m 2025, bath governmenis
g codcems. M Mod

hatheew sdand, pose

cnnperabion.

Linelibood and conservatlon at odds
Fishing commuritses aboog the Tamal Nac coss
ok i Landka have, for
£Emturies, .e:u.nd:llc Palk Stmaitz. Bt disputes
niday are exacerbated by Indsn vessels carrying
it mechanised bostom temding in S0 Lankan
uaRers
The United Mations Corvention
the Sea (UNCLOE) lays stress not onk
equatable wse of marine rescurces bos also their
i Similarly, the FAD's Code of
e Fisheries 1995 deems
sch as battom erawkng o

the Law af

able.
banned battom trawlng in 2017, but
hundreds of Indian rrawders sill cominue the
practice, damaging caral beds, shringp habias,
and depleting fh scks. Ironically, Tamd Nadu's
smaller artisanal fishers, who use traducanal
sustamable methods, abo sulfer: their pearshore
resaurces have been depleted by the trawler
ustry, Sarcing them neo contested waters.
Thus, ifes is nat just a terriiorial clish but also a
Ivelihcaced comilict withan the Tamil comumwmities
them beetween busmness Iawher aperators
pursuing predis and trad itlonal Sshers who ane
lent oo the sea for subsisience.

A sz ble resahution calls for makt
istinction besween the needs of artsanal hshers
and trmder opermars. Trawler operaitors cannot
clasm empattyy as their comimsercsl proges are
the expense of marine susainab ity and
oty welare, Small boat amisanal fishers
have ished in these waiers “from time
mmmemarial and their plighs deserves humanz
accommodaton.

Thes can be worked fwcugh diaiogue
hetween Indian and ¢ kan fiher
argantsations. With the consent of the 51l Lankan
fishers, thesy can wark oo quotas of regulased

Hirmala
‘Chansdratiisan

5 Aersay-at lam,
Suprema Court
25 Lanks

IF Bansllexd with
pruchmee, the
Kalchatheevu
and Palk straits
s can
hecoane
symbeils of

apoess and set our bmaed fishing Tighss on
spectic days or seasons for Tamil Sadu's swall
feshiers, uneil India's socks reoover.

There showld be comumumity sensssato. St
Lankan Tamil Members of Parlanent and the
Tamall mezidla can play & role by hightsheng in
Tamell Nach the bardships that the Barthern
frchermen suffered durmg Sn Lanka's lomg ovil
waz, Many of these Families lust decs

menme when the m
during the comflict. They s i e portrayed
a5 aggressars but as (Elow victims of econamic
hos. Such sieps would foster godwil. I s worth
remembering that dirng the S Lankan conlict,
Tamal refugess were recenved in Tamil Kadu wrh
compassian, housed m camps, and gven
assistance, Preserving theese bonds of aternity is
essen

Chearing the misconceptlons
Public dehate aften po i
tiny wminhabiked islet in the Palk 3
roat of the fisherkes dspuse. This 1= misl

such, there 1s na“right of mmocent passage” of
third state fishing rights withous explicti consens.
Pucticial recognition af historic rights dabes back
i thve Macras High Court case of Aanalliman
Pl vs Murhaparal Aad Ors. (1504), whach

uphekd claims based an. rad pezar] and
conch fisheries. Thesefore, Indias accepeance m
1974 of the maritime boundary was not whimsical

precedent.

bt begally comsistent weeh h
he UNCLOS Chrinche 125) £

insembenclosed seas - such asthe
af Mannar. Here, |eint resaurce
reanagement is not fust ideal but man

Mindels exist as i the Baltic 5ea eTies
Camventson where Lagvia, Puland and the
Exropean Union share cuotas o conserve
FESS

Ingds and 5ri Lanka could tmplemet similae
framewnrks such a5 ecqaiiabile quatas for feheng
chays el €aich, a joén research station oo
Babchatheeyu for marine! nulkmsb.mlur\mr

Eachatheeen is kss than halfa square mile in
are, and & barren excepe for the charch of 5t
Anthany. ich fishermien from Tamd Nads
i v for the anmual festival under the
&l Lanka Maritsme Boomdary Treaty.
The 1974 boundary sentlement placed the isle 0
Sl Lanlkan waters. The Treaty & legally binding.
s are

nidermining the
testation of &s
setthed frontiers with Indla gensraes ins 3
Myvths such as “Indem Gandha gefted the sland
o Sirimann Bandar eed clarificatcn. In
realny, o welghed histonc evidence of
sorvereigrny before dendmg, Records
Lankan admintstirashe cantrol da
Portugaess and Dusch rule, and, e
Tamel kings of the kingdiom of Jaff
Inzematingal prevedents exs: in the follow '\i
cases. I the Minguiers and Ecrehis g
ws Lininead Kingadom, the [ntemational O
Jastice 1953), the KJ awarded Mr\cu:r o the

}rxlw@

.uillx:r_-utu.:wjun;dl
conceded that a had the sranger claim.
Anceher examphe is zm Ranm of Kutch Arbitr
(1568} between Inds and Pakistan.

Thess, reirieving Kaschaiheens is
of juszice bar of poliical rhetone
setthed issue ander interna L.
Impertansly, fishing rights are a disince master
mot linked to soveretgnty over the islet.

Thee Pallk Sarass and achacent waters were
recognised as “hasone wasers™ under Endian and
s Lanlan law - areas where soveregm rights are
even simooger than in normal semitorsl seas. As

it & guesinn
It remains 3

and leszening e gal crussings.

Toward good neighbourhood palicy
Endia's regeonal leadership s shaped not jost by
gengraphy but also by culbaral and chilisational
ties. Wich 5o Lanka, thase tlesare especially
deep. To proiect them, dispuies must be
eterac bart through
agmition and shared
urity. The way forward invahes
maikiple levels such as
BOVEMMENE-to-government talks fretaining trust
and treaty obliganons) and s ovincial
engagement (mulving gadu and 5ei
Lankas Karthern Provincil Council and
Lnnu—wlx_ peoplepeople
mypaity that ave 1es mecka distorions).

] I|.md.|u:| with pm\:\ﬂu the Batchathesn
and Palk Straies issues can became symbols af
coap rathes than conflict.

Inds arad Sri Lanks share nce anly n
beumdanes b alse cenvaries of cultaral,
rebgious, and kinshp cies. The fishenes teooe
regquires Grmess o both communsties,
praontieng aisanal bvehoods and ecologcal
sustainabibivy. The Kachatheevy mase,
mmeamwhie, 1 begally settied - it showld no langer
chomd the resl problem of managing resources. By
adoptng a colboratwe fisheris regime,
inveszing in decp-sea aliematves, and iy
hemorical legal agreements, the fishers of Tamil
Padu and che Northern provence of Sri Lanka
okl move from confrontanen w coopesation. n
the long arc of diplomacy, smaller dispares muss
ot covesha o the Lasges viskom: peace,
prosperiiy and muiual respect in Souib dsia.

e

e

B

Context

O India’s foreign policy has long been shaped by
principles of peaceful coexistence and regional
cooperation.

O From the Panchsheel framework to the Non-Aligned
Movement and the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), India has consistently
emphasised interdependence and stability in South
Asia.

O Bilateral relations with Sri Lanka continue to be tested
by unresolved concerns, particularly the fisheries
crisis in the Palk Strait and the sovereignty of
Katchatheewvu island.



The Fisheries Dispute: Livelihoods and
Conservation at Odds

U The Issue at Hand Fishing communities in Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka’s Northern Province have
shared the Palk Strait for centuries.

O However, today’s disputes stem largely from
Indian mechanised bottom trawling in Sri Lankan
waters. Such practices, though profitable for
trawler operators, are ecologically destructive,
damaging coral beds and depleting fish stocks.

U Both the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLQOS) and the FAO’s Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries condemn
destructive methods such as bottom trawling.
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Sri Lanka’s Concern

4 Sri Lanka banned bottom trawling in 2017, but '‘BALANCING CLAIM VS BILATERAL TIES'

hundreds of Indian trawlers continue to cross > In 1961, Pandit Nehru said TAMILNADU

themaritime boundary. he would not hesitate in giving Pudukkottai
up claims to Katchatheevu i

> This despite attorney gen | %"
M C Setalvad opining in 1960 " Remanatva

M This not only harms Sri Lanka’s marine ecology but

also jeopardises the livelihoods of Tamil that despite contradicting

’ B} i i claims, India’s case was

Nadu’ssmall-scale artisanal fishers. thar: Lankare SRl
> Rights over island, including - P
 Ironically, these traditional fishers, who follow fishery and other resources, : 'r:“m:is%‘m} ‘!"“;';‘"

- enjoyed ‘continuously and D FUNDNIEN INe'S ChNl
sustainable methods, also suffer from int tedly’ from 1875 to conveyed to CM Karunanidhi
resourcedepletion caused by trawler operations, 1948 by Raja of Ramnad > Foreign secy said Sri Lanka
compelling them to enter contested waters. > Following oppn pressurein  had records to push its

1968, Indira govt said India’s claim while State of Madras

. . . , claim had to be balanced with  failed to show Raja of
d Thus, the issue is not merely interstate; it reflects a  need for good bilateral ties Ramnad had original title

deeper livelihood conflict within Tamil
fishingcommunities themselves.



The Katchatheevu Question: Myths and Realities

O Public debate in India often portrays Katchatheevu, a small barren islet in the Palk Strait, as
the crux of the fisheries conflict.

U In reality, the 1974 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty, which placed the islet within Sri
Lankan territory, settled the issue.

1 Under international law, boundary treaties are sacrosanct (pacta sunt servanda) and cannot

be unilaterally repudiated. Contrary to popular belief, the island was not gifted by Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi.

 Historical records demonstrated Sri Lanka’s stronger claim, with evidence of administrative

control dating back to the Portuguese and Dutch periods, and earlier to the Tamil kings of
Jaffna.

U India’s concession was therefore consistent with legal precedent and international norms.

U Itis important to distinguish between sovereignty over Katchatheevu and fishing rights.
While the former is legally settled, the latter remains a matter of negotiation.



Shanghai Cooperation Organization

A joint and new journey along the SCO pathway

ast week, | was previkeged o welcome
I Prime Sngszer Narendra Modi in Tiamn,

Chana, for the shangha Cooperation
Organisacion (8001 Swmmit, and atend the
meetng hetween China's President X1 Jinping and
uir. Modi. This is a semmit of solidanty and
friemdship. After 24 years of development, the
=00 has grown meo the workd's lages regonal
arganisatica. The SO0 Tanjin Swmmit has been
the kargest since the argamisanons establchmen.
Leaders or ihe represeniatives of 13 counimes,
Mir, Maodi wec luded, and 10 he ads of Inbermational
argamisations gathered o remew fmendship,
explore cooperation, seck common
devedopment, and advance the S0 N a mew
stage of hagh-quality developmem.

A high-yielding sammit

There were fruttful coioomes. The Tianjin
Declaratian .||||n'.|nm:| the establishiment of
*fowsr security centres”, inchiding the 500
Universal Cenier for Cox miering Security
Challenges and Theeats and the 500 .-'|III-:|I'III:
Center, and decided vo set up the 500
Deselopement Bank. Member-states of the 200
e statements which expressed a Gir sance

¥ e multilaceral rradg svstem, and
& just voiee for d efencing the achievements of the
viciory m the Seoond Workd War.

This was & sursenit that focused an
development. The leaders adopred the 500
development straregy for the nex decade.
.'.f:u:p.t this hackdrop, Mr. Xi annoanced that

s would esablsh three major plasiorms for
China- S0 cooperanon o energy, green mdusiry,
ansd thie digital ey, and set up three major
couperamon cemmres for stentiic and
technodogical mmavation, higher educaton and
also vocarional and eechnical sde . These
mitiatives are open toall member-sates,
providing the orgamisaton with new
appar tumities and empowering the reglon’s
Abstamabie developamem.

It waes a Aemmit leading globad povemance. In
response o the governance deficit facing today's

aChinas
Arniras essior b ind s

China stands
resdy g wark
with Imdia m
enfunming
PR TE T ]
umier thi
Iramewark of
the Shangho
Canaperagion
Urgamisafiom
{5000

warkd, Mr. ¥ par farth the Global Govemance
Initsitive, calling for adhering o soverekn
equality, abiding by tnternasional rule of L,
practising mrkilateralsm, advocating a
peopke-centered approads, and foomeng on
tading real actians, which becane the bigges
highisghi of thes sumemit.

Since poinng the 200 i 2007, India has played
an impoetamt robe in advancing the 5000
deselinpment. China d seply appreceies bir.
Mocti's and India’s full sappoct e Chana's 500
presidency. China sands ready o owork with
India vo enhance cooperazion ander the
framsework of 500 m various aress such as
security, inancing, energy, green mdusiry and
the digital econamy, twhester improve the
welbeing of thes people.

The diamond jublles of tes
This vear marks the T5th anniversany of
{ChinaIncha diplomanic tes. In Tianjm, Mr. %1 and
Wir. Miachi reached mew, inmypomant and comimon
understandings oo growing China-India relasons
further. Mr. Xi pointed out that it should be the
nghi choice for China and Ik io be
nod-neighboury friends and parimers wheo help
each other sucoeed, and have the dragon and the
ance together. Me Modl sk stated
nd China are pasmners, not Theks.
T|||.|r oansenes far outweighs their

tsagrerment. India s ready oo oveew and develop
|I|mm ral ties from a bong term prTspeCtive.

we shoild uphold the impaortang and commian
understandings reached by the two leaders as
guidance, and push bilateral relations forward for
mare prac tcal progress.

First, we should further consoludaie strategic
mutml trust. We should sarnestly drow the
keszons from the pas 75 years, strengthen came o
rateg percepakm, explore nght ways for
nesghbouring magor countries o get along with
each other, which are dharacterised by munsl
respect and s, peacefil coexistence, pursuit
af commson development, and win-win
conoperaton, and gradually reseme vanous

miechamiems for dslogoe and exchange between
the two govermmens,

Second, we should Sarther expand exchanges
and cooperation. We should foous on
development, which & the biggest comamon
denceminator of the two countries, and pramote
il sapport and soccess, and betver Gailitae
wrade and investment Aows. The Chanese sde i
ready in strengihen coaperation with the Indsin,
s in vechnology, ede W1, e, P
and poverty aleviation, and promote exchanges
and commmunicatens berween politcal parties,
think-tamks, media and the youh, so as 1o -expand
the corvergence of mieresis and promoie
P toepeeople bands.

'#Ld If':-?l‘inllu furthier enhance
gond-negghlbousriness and frendshan. We shoauld
oantinue io uphodd the Five Prindples of Peaceful
Coexistence mittmed by the older generaiion of
Chinese and Indsn leaders, truby respect sach
others core ingerests and major
combine cur strengih b maintain pe
wrancpelicy in the border ancas. We shuuld not
alkorw the boundary question that was left over
o the past te define current China-India
relaboms, nor let specific differences affect
blaeral cooperaton, 0 2 w ensure the sound
and stable development of China-ndia relitons.

The road shead
As the warkd's tew most populous major
developing countries mmporiant members of

thie Clobad South, China and India share common
uswerests in pursuing developmens and
revicalisazion, masmtaining workd peace and
stabiliiy, and promoting ghohal govermsinee. Inda
and Chima willl successtvely assume the BRES
presidency in the next two vears. China stands
readty 1o work withs Endia o suy each other's
presidency, deepen and strengihen greater BRICS
cooperation, joindy implement the Chobal
Governance [niative, resclusely appase bullying
and hegemony, defend international firn ess and
pustice, and join hands eo baild a commanity with
a shared futuse for busmansy.

Context

O At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Tianjin, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi joined President Xi Jinping
and leaders from 23 countries and 10
international organisations.

O Marking the largest SCO gathering since
its inception 24 years ago, the summit
highlighted solidarity, friendship, and
cooperation, aiming to advance the
organisation into a new phase of high-
quality development.



Tianjin SCO Summit Yields Key Outcomes

L The SCO Tianjin Summit produced significant results, including the creation of four security
centres and the decision to establish an SCO Development Bank.

U Leaders endorsed a new decade-long development strategy and pledged support for
multilateral trading and global peace.

O President Xi announced major cooperation platforms in energy, green industry, and the digital
economy, alongside centres for innovation, higher education, and vocational training.

L Highlighting his Global Governance Initiative, Xi called for equality, rule of law, and people-
centered multilateralism.

U Since joining in 2017, India has played a vital role in SCO, with China acknowledging Prime

Minister Modi’s support and seeking deeper collaboration in security, finance, and sustainable
development.



75 Years of China-India Diplomatic Ties

O As India and China mark the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President XiJinping reaffirmed their commitment to partnership, emphasizing that the two nations
are partners, not rivals.

Pathways for Strengthening Relations

O Both countries must learn from the past, build mutual respect and trust, and gradually resume
dialogue mechanisms between governments to ensure peaceful coexistence and common
development.

L Development should remain the central focus. China expressed readiness to work with India in areas
like technology, education, culture, tourism, and poverty alleviation, while also enhancing people-to-
people exchanges across political, academic, media, and youth platforms.

O The two sides should uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, respect each other’s core
concerns, and not let the unresolved boundary issue define bilateral relations. Instead, cooperation
should ensure stability and mutual growth.



Himachal declared fully literate State

Himachal declared ‘fully literate: what does this mean?

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBEER 10

EARLIER THIS weeek, Himachal Pradesh was
declared a Tully literate’ stae — the fifth such
state/Union Territory after Goa, Ladakh,
Mezaram, and Tripusa.

Mane of these, however,
have 100% literacy. Himachal
claims o have a literscy rate of
9935, Goa BO.72, Mizoram
9E2E, Tripura

an

Hiow is literacy defined?

The Ministry of Education defines liter-
acy as “the abiliy o read, write, and com-
puitewith comprehernsion e, o identify, un-
derstand, interpret ard create, along with
covtical lifie skills such as digiad literacy, finan-
chal literacy erc” It defirses ‘Tull literacy” as
“achseving 95% literacy in a State/UT™.

EXPLAINED

EDUCATION

Ladakh 97% Sowhat does itrvean cobe “fully
liverate 7

The Mg try comimunicated these defi-
Tuitions o states|LITs Lt August. It felr the
need to define these terms for ULLAS
{Understanding Lifeleng Learring for All in
Socsety], aliteracy pragramme for people
over 15 who may ot huve attended school

The LILLAS progran was laurshed in 2022
withs the aim of achievirg 100% literacy by
2030, which is one the 17
Sustainable Development
Goaks of the UN, The program
s alsoin e with e National
Education Polscy [NEP) 2020
which calls for adult education misiacives to
achieve 100% literacy.

How does an individual attain literacy?

Under thee ULLAS progran, adult learmess
are taught basic readmg, writing, ard mash
{arithmenic ke additon, subtaction, mult-
plicasion, and division] that achild in schoal
would learn uproclass 3. Ty are also tisghe
oy b e and Preasure e, ke sense of
calendass, use curmency noees, wie chegues,

OTHER ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES

WULLAS s batest of govt initiatives to promote edult literacy from 19505 omaard

Wl 19605~ T, the Centre and
several SLAtEs EM Prograns

W The Mational Adult Education
Programme was launched in 1978

and women.

W The Natiomnal Literacy Mission,
wihkich ran from 1985 1o 2009, also
targeted this age bracket.

aid safely make digital transactais.

This maining is provided either thiough a
mudile app o offisne, by sStudentsar commu-
ety volunteers. Then the Fi acy

yin 15-35 group.

W 'Saakshar Bhasat' {Literate India)
mdssion ran from 2009-18. Meant for
ages 15 and above, italse focused on
functional literacy and numeracy.

Schoalmng (NIDS) as having ¢ qured fodin-
dational ireracy and numeracy.

How does § 7

Mumesacy Assessment Test
mark readng, writing and numeracy test, s
adrmintstevedinthe perseersc losen Larguage.

On passing the test, the leamer 1S cert-
fied by the Mational Institute of Open

To learm wiha requares training under the
LALLAS program, states conduct dooe-to-doar
surveys, ar rely on ather data | Mo ocer. |
Thise i et AT AR

The key to same states UTs receiving the
g liserate’ tag & that the adults they iden-
tified as nat being lirerate have cleared the
FLMAT. This relies on theeir prioe estimates of
the number of people who are not litesage.

e Staitess] LT wilwerie tecacy eves a5 per
the 2011 Census) are already hegh, ar where
the papulation s relatively small, the process
of identifying people whea are not lierate,
Iimparting training, and making them dear
the FLMAT works fstes.

A per the Census of 2011, Goa had a lier-
aite of B8.TE, Himachal Pradesh B28%,

oram 91.3%, and Tripura 87.2% — well
albvowve the country average of 4%,

How luss literacy been measured so far?
For the 2011 Censis, any person aged 7
and above who could read and write with
understanding in ary language was corsid-
ered literate. Among women, the bteracy rate
was B4.6%; for men it was B0.9Y. The Census
i dadult literacy —for thase aged

requisite training and admenistered FLNAT.

15 and above — forwhech the national figure

was 59.3% Since the 2011 Census, sample
Survey Dy‘ the Mlllla'(fy of Stanstics and
Progranme bniplerentation have been used
1o measure [eracy.

W The Mational Sample Survey| NSS) 715t
Taund fJ.m-Hune 2004) showed an adulr G-
eracy rateafl 71% For Goa, this fgure was 30%,
while it was B3 in Himachal Pradesh, 563
i Mizaram, and BEE in Trgura, The NS5 uses
asmmilar definsuon for literacy a5 the Census
— of being able to read and write with un-
desstanding inany language.

B The Periodic Labour Force 5I.I:\'E3'
(PLFS] for 2023-24 showed a nationalliteracy
rate of T7.5% (aged 7 and above; similar def-
instanaf literacy as Census ). For Tripusa, this
Was 3.7, for Mizorar 38 2, for Goa 93.6%,
and for Himachal EBAX.

Therepartestimated that 22 3% of pecple
aged 15 and above were not literate. This fg-
urewas 2 2% in Mezoram, T3%in Goa,

H

Fully Literate State in India

1 Himachal Pradesh has been
declared “fully literate’, joining Goa,
Ladakh, Mizoram, and Tripura.

O However, ‘fully literate’ does not
imply 100% literacy.

It means the state has achieved a
literacy rate above 95%, with
Himachal recording 99.3%.



Defining Literacy and Full Literacy in India

L The Ministry of Education defines literacy as the ability to read, write, and compute with comprehension,
including skills like digital and financial literacy.

L A State/UTis considered ‘fully literate’ when it achieves 95% literacy.

O These definitions were issued in August 2023 for the ULLAS programme, launched in 2022 to promote
adult education for those above 15.

Q Aimed at achieving 100% literacy by 2030, ULLAS aligns with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
and India’s National Education Policy 2020.

ULLAS Programme

O ULLAS (Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) is a national adult education initiative
launched in 2022 by the Ministry of Education.

Q It targets individuals aged 15 and above who missed formal schooling, aiming to equip them with reading,
writing, numeracy, digital skills, and financial literacy.



How Literacyis Attained under ULLAS

O Under the ULLAS programme, adults are taught basic reading, writing, and arithmetic (up to
Class 3 level), along with practical skills like reading time, using calendars, handling money,
writing cheques, and making safe digital transactions.

U Training is delivered via a mobile app or offline by students and community volunteers.

[ Learners then take the Functional Literacy Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT), a 150-mark test
in their chosen language.

O Successful candidates are certified by the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) as
having achieved foundational literacy and numeracy.

Measuring Literacy in India

O Inthe 2011 Census, literacy was defined as the ability to read and write with understanding in
any language for those aged seven and above.

U The literacy rate stood at 80.9% for men and 64.6% for women, while adult literacy (15+) was
69.3%.



Mining of Critical and Atomic Minerals

No public consultations for mining
of critical and atomic minerals: Govt

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
NEW DELHI SEPTEMBER 1D

THE MIKISTREY of Erwiraniment,
Farest and Clirmate Change has
sald thar it will now exempt
mining proposals of abomse, ont-
ical, and strategic ranerals Fram
the ambitaf public consultagions
Inview of “national defence arsd
security requirements and
sCrategic corsideranons”.

Inan offsce mermarandum
dated Seprember B, the Ministry
sald the exemption has been
granied o resparse o2 request
mathe recerity by the Minlsiy of
Deefence and the Department of
Atomic Energy (DAEL

However, such progects will be
subgectsd b 3 “comprehensive
apprasal” by concermed sectogal
expent appratsal commitess, and
theywill e appraised atthe cen-
tral b, irvespective of the paj-
et aine, Che merno stated.

The Minstry's decision & in
line withother changes made Ches
year for speedy appratal and ap-
prowalaf critical and strategic -
etal primects. The Centre already
hies & separate categary for criical
rianerals an its online dearance
window partal Partvesh, it the re-
cpuisst of the Ministry af Mines.

T granitthe latest pelaxation,
the Ministry cited prosiseons of
the Environment [mpact
Aasessment [ELA] Motificamson,
HI0E, ared armendments, which
exempt projects related o na-
tional defence and securiny, as
wiell as other strategee congider-
atisas, fram public considtation.

“The above matter has been
examined i this Menisiry vis-a-
wis The prevaling praviseans un-
dher ELA, 2006, and keeping iniew
the nataanal defence and security
requiremient and Srategic consid-
erations. all minang projects of
atamicminerals notdied m pat B
and eritical and strategic ranerals

natified in Fart D of the First
schedule of MMDR Act shall be
exempted  from  Public
Consultatbon... and will be ap-
praised at the Central level irre-
spectiveal the kease areasmabved
inthe proposal” the memo stated
Thx ELA Matifbcarson & a key
Govermnimsent regulanan that &
cenitral By soreening and apgrat-
ingz the irnpacts af developmerital
anel industrial proeces on envi-
rorment, healch and comemuni-
ties. Under this Motification, pub-
lic comsultarion s a legal process,
and irvahees a pullsc hearing for
aldressang concerns of affected
cormmmninies, and seeks written
responses from thesewho havea
stake i the impact of progecia.
In it requeesst oo the Environ-
ment Ministry on August 4, the
DefenceMinistry highlsghied thar
rare garth elements are used in
thedefence sector, 1t said they ae
usid] to produce surveillance and
navigarsonal abds (guch as radar

and somar ], communscation and
s plary icls, mauming systems in
armed vehicles and tanks, and
precision guided munitions,

Thex Defence Ministry under-
limed that minseral resources for
rareearths are scarce inindia, and
withsupply concentration in lim-
ited parts af the warkd, ir poses a
“Puge supply rsk for the country
ared requanes a steady supply of
rareearth elements fromdames-
T mines.”

“Accordinghy, the Ministry af
Defenice s requested that min-
i propects related toentical and
strateghc rinerals may be oonsid-
ered as propects concerning
Maripoal Defence and security of
imwahving other sirategic consid-
erations and may be exempred
froam ol corsultations for the
grant  of Enwvironmental
Chearamces,” the rmenma stated.

Meamwhile, i a separate Jet-
T sent o the Ministryan August
20 the DAE highligheed that thi-

o extracted from monazite, a
beach sand matersal, is a fuel
sounce far use in the thisd-stage
atarmic energy programme. 1t
ackded there is a need far the en-
hancernenitof productionof these
mminerals, includeng uraniim, by
wiaty of operanonalisaon of nes
depasits of beach sand minerak
arsd uranium thus sough an ex-
eription fiom puls consultation,

There are 24 enifical mineras
ligted in the schedules of the
Mines and Minerals {Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act, 1957,
wilich imclisde Lithaum, Meckel,
Turgsten, Twanmurm, Graphite, m
nanme a few Till date, 34 critical
and strategic mireral bocks have
Been successtully aucrioned by
the Centre. The Government
cleared setming up of Namnonal
Crirical Mimeral Mssion earlser
this year with anexpendirure af
116,300 crore fromm 2024-25 to
2030-3L FULL REPORT
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Context

d The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoOEFCC) exempted mining
proposals of atomic, critical,
and strategic minerals from
public consultations citing
national defence and strategic
requirements.



Policy Decision

d The exemption applies to minerals notified in Part D of the First Schedule of the MMDR
Act.

A Minerals include Lithium, Nickel, Tungsten, Titanium, Graphite, uranium, and beach
sand minerals.

Q Projects are still appraised under the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006, and assessed by sectoral expert committees.

Rationale and Strategic Significance
ad The move was requested by the Defence Ministry and Department of Atomic Energy.

d Minerals are crucial for national defence, strategic sectors, communication,
navigation, and precision weapons.

a Public consultations are considered exempt due to potential security risks and scarcity
of rare earths in India.



Procedural and Legal Context

A EIA Notification normally mandates
public hearings and written

responses for development projects.

d This exemption is specific to critical
and strategic mineral projects, not
general mining.

d The exemption is accompanied
by central-level appraisal and
sectoral review to maintain
environmental oversight.

licA®, B

Critical Mineral

Pis0v0n

= The Critical Mineral Mission is an initiative
aimed at securing a reliable supply of
critical minerals essential for economic

development, technological innovation,
and national security.

® This mission encompasses various
strategies and actions taken by
governments, industries, and
international organizations to ensure the
availability of these vital resources.
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Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167
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