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No Plan to bring bill on Chandigarh

Syllabus

General Studies paper II

• Functions and responsibilities of the 
Union and the States, issues and 
challenges pertaining to the federal 
structure, devolution of powers and 
finances up to local levels and 
challenges therein.



Context ?

❑ The Centre plans to introduce 
the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 
2025 in the upcoming Winter Session of 
Parliament to 
bring Chandigarh under Article 240, 
enabling the appointment of 
an independent administrator instead of 
the Punjab Governor, who currently 
manages the Union Territory.



Key Features of the Proposed Amendment:

❑ The government aims to place Chandigarh within the ambit of Article 240, similar to 
certain other Union Territories without legislatures.

❑ The 131st Constitutional Amendment Bill, 2025, is listed for introduction during 
the Winter Session commencing on December 1.

❑ The move aligns Chandigarh’s administrative framework with UTs like Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

❑ If passed, this amendment will empower the President to frame regulations for 
Chandigarh’s peace, progress, and effective governance. 

❑ The proposal signals a shift away from the current arrangement where the Punjab 
Governor acts as the Administrator of Chandigarh.



Implications for Chandigarh’s Governance

❑ The amendment will permit the appointment of an independent full-time 
administrator, improving administrative autonomy and potentially allowing for 
more focused attention on local issues.

❑ Bringing Chandigarh under Article 240 may streamline decision-making and reduce 
overlaps between the Punjab Government and UT administration.

❑ The change can pave the way for a more centralized governance model, similar to 
other UTs directly controlled by the Union Government. 

❑ It could ensure quicker implementation of development and administrative policies 
through Presidential regulations.

❑ The move might also initiate debates on the political identity of Chandigarh, which 
historically serves as the shared capital of Punjab and Haryana.



About Article 240 & UT Administration:

Article 240 empowers the President of India to 
make regulations for specific Union Territories, 
functioning as a law-making authority.

These regulations have the same force as 
parliamentary laws, covering administration, public 
order, and development.

The Article applies only to UTs without legislatures, 
distinguishing them from UTs 
like Delhi and Puducherry.

Chandigarh, though a UT, has so far not fallen 
under Article 240, making this amendment significant.
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mandate.
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• Appointment to various Constitutional 
posts, powers, functions and 
responsibilities of 
various Constitutional Bodies.

https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/constitutional-bodies/
https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/constitutional-bodies/


Public Service Commissions 

The 2025 National Conference of State Public Service Commissions (PSCs), hosted by the Telangana 
State PSC, has brought renewed focus on the longstanding challenges affecting State PSCs.  

Evolution of Public Service Commissions in India 

Public Service Commissions have their origins in India’s struggle for self-governance.  

According to the historical overview, the demand for merit-based entry into civil services was central 
to the early nationalist movement. 

This led to: 

❑ The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, which proposed an independent office regulating service 
matters, 

❑ Establishment of the first Public Service Commission in 1926, 

❑ Provisions in the Government of India Act, 1935, mandating PSCs for each province, which the 
Constitution later retained; today, we have the UPSC and State PSCs.



Structural Differences Between UPSC and State PSCs 

UPSC’s Strong Governance Framework 

❑The UPSC operates in a politically insulated environment, ensuring 
independence and professionalism. 

❑Members generally: Are above 55 years of age, Have rich experience 
in public administration, Come from diverse zones of the country. 

❑The Union government further institutionalised recruitment 
processes by creating the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions (1985), enabling regular manpower planning and 
timely declaration of vacancies.



State PSCs’ Politicised Environment 

In contrast, State PSCs function in a “politically osmotic 
environment”, 

where: Appointments tend to reflect political proximity 
rather than experience, 

States lack dedicated personnel ministries, 

Vacancies are declared irregularly due to fiscal constraints, 

Exams are conducted infrequently, leading to widespread 
litigation and delays. 

These structural factors form the foundation of the 
credibility crisis facing State PSCs.



Procedural Challenges Undermining State PSC Efficiency 

Irregular Syllabus Updates and Academic Limitations 

❑ Unlike the UPSC, which periodically appoints committees of academicians, civil 
servants, and experts, State PSCs do not frequently update their syllabi. 

❑ They also: Depend heavily on limited academic resources within the State, Struggle 
to ensure objective evaluation due to weak moderation mechanisms.  

Complex Reservation and Regional Quota Calculations 

❑ State PSCs face significant challenges in applying: Vertical reservations, Horizontal 
reservations, Regional (zonal) reservations are especially visible in States like 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

❑ This often leads to errors and legal disputes..



Exam Reforms for Fairness and Transparency 

❑ Periodic syllabus revision with public consultation, 

❑ Objective-type testing for State-specific subjects,

❑Mixed question formats (objective + descriptive) in mains, 

❑ Improved translation processes using technology plus human verification, 

❑ Frequent changes in question patterns to reduce overreliance on AI tools by candidates.  

Strengthening Administrative Leadership 

❑ The Secretary of State PSC should be a senior officer with experience in school or 
intermediate education boards. 

❑ This would enhance oversight of examination processes and replicate UPSC’s emphasis 
on balanced confidentiality and transparency
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• Conservation, environmental 
pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment.

https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/environmental-pollution/
https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/environmental-pollution/


What is GRAP?

❑ The GRAP is a stage-wise emergency response plan 
designed to manage worsening air quality in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) including Delhi. 

❑ It sets out specific actions to be taken when the Air 
Quality Index (AQI) crosses certain thresholds. 

❑

It was first approved under the aegis of the Supreme 
Court of India (in the context of the M. C. Mehta petition) 
and their directions on air-pollution for NCR.

❑ The statutory body now responsible for its 
implementation is the Commission for Air Quality 
Management in NCR & Adjoining Areas (CAQM).



Significance for Delhi

❑ Helps manage peak pollution seasons (especially winter) 
when meteorology worsens and local emissions + 
regional transport of pollutants combine.

❑ Offers a predictive element: invoking measures based on 
forecast rather than only after high AQI is recorded.

❑ Ensures public health safeguarding: children, elderly, 
respiratory patients benefit when restrictions kick in 
before “severe” levels.

❑ Encourages systemic change: e.g., public transport 
augmentation, dust control in construction, vehicle 
emission control.



Limitations / Challenges

❑ Implementation bottlenecks: Many measures rely on 
effective enforcement (dust control, construction ban, 
vehicle checks).

❑ Public cooperation: The success depends on citizens 
avoiding polluting behaviours (excess vehicles, open 
burning).

❑ Regional sources: Delhi often suffers from pollution 
influx from neighbouring states; GRAP addresses local 
measures but regional coordination is vital.

❑ Economic trade-offs: Construction bans, work-from-
home, vehicle restrictions impact economy and daily life 
— balancing environment & livelihood remains tricky.
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